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by WALTER RANKIN
December 2019 BPCA Board Meeting Review

     After everyone stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the flag, it was 
established that we had a quorum. President Wanner opened the meeting by 
asking for property owners’ comments. A property owner who lives on Marlin 
Circle asked about the material on Hole #12 adjacent to Bay Point Road. Mr. 
Wanner said that it was being used to repair the Nicklaus course and that he 
had called Torchlight to complain about their selection of this location. 
     A property owner from Harbor Villas stated that they had a dumpster 
rented for their use and many other people were using it. She asked BPCA to 
try to do something to stop this and proposed that BPCA rent a dumpster for 
community use.  
     A resident with property on Weakfish Way informed us that a large section 
of 1810 Weakfish Way had been paved as a parking lot. Carl Selph answered 
that the Bay Point covenants and restrictions no longer apply to this lot 
because they have expired. There really isn’t anything we can do about this at 
this point in time. The covenants on four other Weakfish Way lots have also 
expired. We are optimistic that we will be able to work with the owners of 
these lots to revitalize the covenants and restrictions on these lots.
     The agenda and the consent agenda were then approved. Jo Ann Day 
gave the Financial Report. She said that we expect to receive the audit of our 
finances by the 20th of December and that this would be available for the board 
to look at during the January meeting.
     Mr. Wanner followed with the president’s remarks. He started by intro-
ducing Kevin Lynn, our newest board member, who replaces Gretchen, 
representing the Marriott Vacation Club. Mr. Wanner then thanked the board 
members for all the hard work that they have put in this year. He also thanked 
Lynn Briley, who retires at the end of December, for all of the support he has 
provided the last three years. 
     His next topic was the Meadows golf course. A few of the BPCA board 
members met with the senior management of Torchlight to discuss the 
future of the golf course. They are proposing to reopen the Meadows in a 
different configuration that Bay Point cannot agree to at this time. Torchlight 
management will be coming back with additional proposals in the future. 
Mr. Wanner also said that he keeps pressing Torchlight to keep the Meadows 
golf course mowed. In some areas they do a pretty good job and in others 
they don’t. He has been taking pictures of the areas that are not well kept and 
sending them to Torchlight to keep the pressure on them.  
     He also thanked everyone for working so hard to make Bay Point beautiful 
once again. And finally he said BPCA has sent letters to everyone who has a 
waiver for a trailer or RV parked on their property that their waiver expires 
on December 31.
  
     Mr. Wanner’s predictions for 2020 are as follows:
    The Meadows once again becomes a golf course.
 
 The appearance of Bay Point properties continues to improve.

 The marina opens in the fall of 2020, and  
 
 Someone buys BayTown and begins construction on luxury condos.

      His final topic was on scams and frauds being perpetrated on Bay Point residents.
He said these are being reported weekly, and especially the elderly are being 
targeted and defrauded of lots of money. To make matters worse, the fraud is 
being perpetrated by people who don’t even live in the United States, and the 
money is being sent overseas. Therefore, Trustmark bank and the Sheriff’s 
Department will be holding a seminar during the months of January and 
February when they will tell us about real frauds that have been committed in 

Bay Point. They will tell us the signs to look for to avoid being scammed as 
well as the actions to take if you have been defrauded. Mr. Wanner concluded 
by wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
     Yours truly provided the Bay Point West status report saying that the 
Roads and Grounds Committee has sent out approximately 260 letters to Bay 
Point West Property owners whose property appearance needs attention. 
Of these, 36 are certified letters and, thus far, we have fined four property 
owners who ignored their certified letters and/or have not begun to address 
the appearance issue(s) mentioned in the certified letter regarding their 
property. I also mentioned that I’m sensing an attitude change on the part 
of property owners toward recognition that they have an obligation to the 
community to keep their property looking nice. I then reported that the 
Bay Point West Architectural Review Committee is back in business and 
reminded everyone that they need approval from the ARC for most external 
property modifications.
     Jose Velez gave the Canal Association Report by thanking Dan Matthews 
for getting the word out about the importance of checking the anodes on your 
boat lifts. He then turned it over to Mike Williams, who said the Bonefish 
Bridge has some problems and will need some repairs but is still safe to use.  
Mike asks everyone who sees any problems in and around the canal to please 
contact him so that the problems can be repaired. 
     Dan Matthews reported that the Communications Committee is still 
looking for a couple of volunteers. He then gave the governing documents 
report by making a motion to add the word accidentally to the modified 
rule on gate damage. The motion was approved unanimously.  Dan said 
that people who damage a gate sometimes claim that it was an accident and 
that we need to be sure that this is covered under our rule. So now the rule 
carries a minimum $1,000 fine for damaging the gate either intentionally 
or accidentally. Dan also gave the IT &Technology report saying that the 
Reflections Gate is now working for Bay Point residents with an RFID sticker 
on their vehicle; the hotel guests will be given a code to use on the keypad 
that will open the gate.  
     Don Connor gave the Infrastructure Report stating that we have been 
doing a lot of work on sidewalks to insure that we’ve removed any defects that 
might cause someone to trip. Don has looked at the Bonefish Bridge and will 
be getting bids to repair it. The Thomas Drive guard gate has been installed 
and everything is in working order. Dan Matthews reported that across from 
his house--on the fourth hole of the Meadows course--Comcast has been 
dumping their old equipment as they install the new equipment. He asked 
Don to see if he can find out when they were going to clean this up. Jack 
Kennedy volunteered to talk to Comcast about this.
     Carl Selph gave the Security Report. He stated that the speed humps on 
both Marlin Circle and Wahoo Road are working to slow traffic; the number 
of traffic tickets given out in these two areas has dropped significantly. We 
are, however, seeing more illegal parking, primarily by contractors parking 
in the street without putting caution cones in the front and back of their 
vehicles, as required. Therefore, Security has been directed to cite any truck 
parked in the street without the required cones. Carl also reported that 
since we manned the Thomas Drive Gate, there has been almost no gate 
damage caused by vehicles. Carl invited anyone who wants to know how 
we’re spending our money to come to the Finance Committee meeting at 
3:00 on the first Monday of every month. He also cautioned us not to believe 
everything we read on social media, as a great deal of it is not factual. 
     Jim Doescher, Chairman of the Nominations Committee, reported who 
will be on the ballots running for BPCA board seats in February. You will 
soon be receiving a package in the mail from BPCA that contains all of these
details.  

(continued on page 2)
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A golf handicap is a numerical measure of a golfer’s potential that is used 
to enable players of varying abilities to compete against one another. Better 
players are those with the lowest handicap.         --Wikipedia

     It seems curious to use the term handicap to describe what is basically a 
rating device. Handicaps are usually thought of as obstacles or burdens to 
overcome. Upon reflection though, it may be an apt definition in the sense 
that golfers are constantly trying to better, (lower) their handicap number. 
There are several methods to achieve that; among them: hours of practice, 
many dollars spent on lessons and the seeking of advice from fellow players. 
Other less taxing methods might include: improving your lie by using the foot 
wedge, forgetting to take a penalty stroke after sailing a ball into the water or 
out of bounds, replacing a lost ball with no penalty, incorrectly adding your 
strokes or simply putting down a lower score than what you made. It is these 
latter methods that make the business of assigning a handicap a difficult 
task. 
     There are lots of ways to calculate handicaps, including using the most 
recent scores, throwing out the high and low and taking an average, or 
treating tournament scores different from non-tournament rounds or simply 
averaging the last five rounds of any game. Further complicating the process 
is that golf courses themselves must be rated; players cannot be expected to 
use a handicap measured on an easy course when playing a hard one. 
     Greater minds than this author have struggled to refine the handicap 
system and now comes a new approach called the WHS or World Handicap 
System. Under the new system, the average duffer from Burley, Idaho, can 
jet his clubs to Kathmandu, Nepal--and upon arriving at the local country 
club, pick up a game with a local Sherpa, secure in the knowledge that both 
handicaps are realistic. Or not.
     So what is the real purpose of handicaps anyway? Its fine to say that 
they enable players of varying abilities to compete, but the dirty truth is 
that better players have no desire to beat it around the track with hackers, 
constantly looking for lost balls and staying silent about swings that would 
be better used chopping sugar cane. Conversely, bad players don’t need 
reminding that they stink. No, the real reason for getting a handicap is so you 
can bet!  ■

MEN’S GOLF . .  .  by  Jeff Marti

     On November 27th, the LGA gathered for lunch after golf in Bar 72 to 
say good-bye to long-time member and past president, Charlotte Hedrick. 
Charlotte and Bill are relocating to North Carolina. The golf winners were 
Becki Langdon low gross, and Rebecca Halnon low net. 
     On December 4th we held our usual first Wednesday scramble. The 
winners were Terry Marti, Brenda Hatfield, Marilyn Matthews, and Rebecca 
Halnon. 

   

 

Following golf, we enjoyed a holiday “Dirty Santa” party.

      With the holidays and some weather not favorable for golf, the Ladies 
Golf Association doesn’t have as many prize winners to congratulate as usual. 
Let’s hope for better weather in the coming month!   ■

LADIES GOLF . .  .  by Kathy Arent

     Ed Helms reported on the progress of the Search Committee charged 
with finding a new Community Association Manager (CAM) to replace Lynn 
Briley. Ed said we have found one good candidate, are talking with another, 
and are continuing to look for additional candidates. 
     I made the comment that I thought we needed some landscaping along 
the straight stretch of Wahoo Road to change the look of the fence so that 
it doesn’t look so much like a prison fence. There was a short discussion 
followed by an agreement to contact Bay Landscaping and a few other 
landscaping companies to ask them for their opinion of what should be 
planted there, given that we want native Floridian plants.
 The meeting was then adjourned.   ■ 

December BPCA Board Meeting/continued from page 1

The Bay Point Post Office Staff  - Melanie, Ron, Kay and Dave
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      For as long as we can remember, Christmas in the Bruett household has always 
been a time to relive our childhood fantasies. Revisiting our visions of Sugar Plums, 
Santa on his sleigh soaring through the skies, Angels singing on high, anticipation of 
receiving gifts, Christmas dinner with the whole family and, most importantly, going 
to Church to celebrate the birth of baby Jesus continue to be a part of each Christmas. 
The decorating of our homes has always been the visual way of sharing these fantasies 
with family and friends.
     As we welcome you to our home, we might suggest you take some time to think 
back to your childhood and remember the good times spent with loved ones in 
seasons past.
      While wandering through our home, you will notice that Till’s office is now 
the Santa Room, where Santas that have been collected over the years are resting 
comfortably. New additions are regularly being included and a larger den may become 
a necessity. The master bedroom suite is home to Jan’s Mark Robert’s collection, 
which is also periodically added to.
     The  Christmas Tree in the living room is our formal tree designed to display the 
beauty and elegance that is part of this season. It is slightly changed each year as Jan 
gets new inspirations. The dining room is decorated so as to expand that elegant look. 
The family room is home to our traditional family tree, covered with ornaments that 
have been collected over many years.
       As you look it over, note the dog area containing ornaments to the pups we have 
had, past and present. In the kitchen area there is a smaller tree featuring ornaments 
we have collected from different countries including Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, 
France, Italy, Turks and Cacos and Belgium. There are also some special ornaments 
from the U.S.A.
     Outside, the Lanai is decorated in traditional fashion featuring trees, garlands and 
special table decorations. Till decorates the yard, front and backyards, with thousands 
of lights. We invite you to drive by after dark to enjoy our efforts.
      As a special birthday gift to Jan (December 23rd), we have our special decorators, 
Rhonda Williams and Lindsey Haggerty, decorate the living room tree, front door and 
a few other special places in the house and lanai with the fabulous décor you see as 
you visit our home. We decorate the other four trees as well as the rest of the house.
     Our pups, Golden Retrievers Niki, ten years old; and Taylor, two years old, bring a 
special joy to our family, and we must admit they are spoiled rotten. Taylor is a real 
character and wants to play all day long. She walks around most of the day with two 
tennis balls in her mouth wanting someone to throw them so she can chase them. Niki 
just enjoys living and napping. They both relish attention from anyone and love their 
treats.
     May you and yours have a Blessed and Merry Christmas. . .
                               Till and Jan Bruett

CHRISTMAS ON QUEENSBURY
 3416 Dragon’s Ridge Road

 Welcome to Christmas 2019 at Our House
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The Bay Point Women’s Club held its Christmas at the Point--Twilight Tour of Homes 
on Tuesday, December 10, 2019. The Club met at Bar 72 at 4:00 p.m. to check in 
and receive their Christmas-themed wine glasses. The glasses were painted by Deb 
Phillips with an abstract tree and red ornaments. So pretty! The women in attendance 
celebrated the season in their red, green and white leggings, sweaters, dresses, etc. 
Laura Webber, this year’s president, welcomed everyone, and her son-in-law led us in 
prayer. Christmas door prizes were drawn and Boopie McInnis won the grand prize of 
two lovely wine glasses painted by Anne Hugghins. Each Tour of Homes program had 
a number on it, and the members were dispersed to each home to start the tour.

Jan & Till Bruett  Theme: Christmas on Queensbury
. . . for as long as we can remember, Christmas in the Bruett household has always 
been a time to relive our childhood fantasies. Revisiting our visions of Sugar Plums, 
Santa on his sleigh soaring through the skies, Angels singing on high, anticipation of 
receiving gifts, Christmas dinner with the whole family, and most importantly going 
to Church to celebrate the birth of Baby Jesus continue to be a part of each Christmas. 
The decorating of our homes has always been the visual way of sharing these fantasies 
with family and friends. As we welcome you to our home, we might suggest you take 
some time to think back to your childhood and remember the good times spent with 
loved ones in seasons past.

Linda & Jim Roberson  Theme: Home for the Holidays
. . . The Robersons look forward to this time of year because this is when the family 
comes home for the holidays. They all have their busy lives, but all the children and 
grandchildren come home for Christmas. I enjoy decorating, cooking and getting ready 
for the family. Jim enjoys watching football with the sons-in-law. The decorations, the 
smells and the happy hustle and bustle in the kitchen makes me smile. It’s wonderful 
to watch the grandkids as they help bake the cookies. I love Christmas so much I 
decorate two trees. We gather as a family around the large Christmas tree in our living 
room. Santa knows which one to put the presents under.

Tanya Carmody & Danny Patterson  Theme: Merry Christmas Everyone
. . . Christmas to our family is very special to us since my husband and I married on 
Dec. 19th in 2010 and we joined our two families --the Pattersons and the Carmodys.  
Though our names did not change, our lives became better and we play a good game. 
We mixed the Navy life, wedding traditions, and Christmas all rolled into one . . .

WOMEN’S CLUB    by Jeanine Maclary Tammy & John Estep  Theme: “Christmas After The Rain” 
. . . one of my favorite things about the holiday season are the traditions--both old 
and new. When John and I got married, we decided to incorporate both his family 
traditions and my family traditions while also creating our own new traditions 
that create the memories that last a lifetime. It’s what I remember about 
Christmas and holidays as a kid. I remember the Christmas Eve feast of turkey 
and ham and all the ‘fixin’s” --that’s what we call it in Kentucky. Our annual 
candy-making party is a favorite memory of mine. I remember how we opened 
gifts at midnight on Christmas Eve and the “big deal” that my mom made about 
“Santa-Santa” as my brother handed out all the gifts . . .

Teri and Steve Hord   Theme: Seas & Greetings
. . . Steve and I were both born and raised right here in Bay County, and the salt 
water truly does run through our veins. If we aren’t working running our home 
inspection business, you can find us on Shell Island. My love for the beach runs 
deep, even at Christmas time, which is why I chose to mix the two and create 
my version of a white Christmas--with sand instead of snow, and jingle shells 
instead of jingle bells! Every ornament on the tree in the foyer is decorated with 
sand dollars, shells, and sea urchins that we have found at Shell Island, Crooked 
Island, or in Port St. Joe. It truly was a labor of love to create my idea of a perfect 
beach Christmas tree.

Patti Harbin      Theme: White Christmas
 . . . Being born and raised in Memphis, TN, a “white Christmas” rarely ever 
happened. My husband and I moved to Panama City Beach in 2009 and lived 
in Wild Heron.  After the untimely passing of my husband of 40 years in 2016, 
I needed a fresh start. I moved to Bay Point in January 2018. I completely 
remodeled my home immediately after purchase. Then in October 2018, 
Hurricane Michael remodeled it again! Having been fortunate to have all repairs 
finished this August, I am looking forward to having all my family for Christmas 
for the first time in four years. I am truly blessed. My “white Christmas” is now 
the gorgeous white, sandy beaches we are fortunate to have in our lovely town.

The January luncheon will be held on Tuesday, January 14, 
2020, at the Shrimp Boat Restaurant (1201 Beck Avenue). 
Check-in will BEGIN at 11 a.m. The cost of the luncheon is $25, 
and there will be a cash bar.   ■
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Our last Bunco Christmas gathering was held at Rosa Lewis' home.  
As always, it was filled with lots of merriment and laughter!

THE BAY POINT BUNCO GIRLS
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MARIAH AND THE FLYING MACHINE
by Jim Moore

     It all began in Mesa, Arizona, almost a quarter of a century ago when a bright-eyed girl--fearless, 
smart and full of ambition--was born seemingly ready to take her place in a very competitive 21st 
century. She grew up imagining that she could glide through the air effortlessly and travel whenever 
and wherever she wanted to go. The imagination is a powerful thing; it can feed the dream and make 
possible the promise that you can do whatever you can imagine. 
     As a teenager and still not quite sure of what life had in store for her, Mariah Cain enrolled at Arizona 
State University. In a very short time, Mariah became an icon in a fledgling endeavor--one that was in 
search of someone with an indomitable spirit, fearless courage, showmanship ability and a particular 
weight. Mariah had all those attributes and she felt that becoming proficient in using extreme water 
sports equipment would ultimately prepare her for a first step into her future.  
     Working as a stewardess on a number of yachts in South Florida, Mariah met and learned how to 
deal with the very rich, somewhat famous, and at times notoriously infamous--the most difficult kinds 
of people to handle. People on yachts with money were--and are never going to be--satisfied with just 
dinner and a night on the water as the sum of their evening entertainment. There will always be the 
desire, and therefore the need, for entertainment that is new, fresh, exciting and sometimes exotic. In 
a very short time, Mariah realized their desire afforded an opportunity for her to provide enhanced 
entertainment including spectacular stunts, amazing visuals and an illusion of danger--the apex of 
entertainment excitement they all seemed to be seeking.
        At college, in her spare time, Mariah gained some experience with hydro flight and soon became 
quite good at it, garnering the attention of those who were sponsoring and developing the sport. They 
did more than just observe her perform; those in and out of the growing sport soon admired her 
fearlessness, energy and ability in handling the newly developed equipment. Clearly she stood out. Soon 
Mariah was given the opportunity to become an instructor. Sensing additional opportunity, Mariah 
hired her brother to help as she began giving lessons. On a trip to Las Vegas where many involved in the 
sport had gathered to get acquainted, demonstrate their equipment and observe the fledgling business 
and the people in it, Mariah learned the name of the inventor of a throttle apparatus that allowed the 
pilot of the hydro flight apparatus to control the power instead of the power being controlled by ground 
personnel; his name was Jeff Elkins. In addition to inventing the throttle, Jeff was the sole manufacturer 
and supplier of high-end, waterproof LED lighted suits worn by performers and acrobats in various 
shows, including Cirque Electrique at Sea World. Jeff’s business was based in Panama City Beach, 
Florida. 
     To grow in the Hydro Flight industry, Mariah left Arizona and headed for Florida and the Pompano 
Beach area. To succeed, she needed an elaborate LED suit to highlight her stunts against the always 
awesome nighttime Florida sky. Mariah wanted to design a lighted LED costume unlike any other to 
take her shows to the next level. She made the 9-hour one-way trip to Panama City Beach to meet with 
the best water sport LED suit manufacturer in the business: Jeff Elkins. Jeff insisted that he was much 
too busy to make her suit; in fact he stated he was behind in the orders he had from Sea World’s lighting 
systems. Undeterred, Mariah would not leave before she had made a deal with Jeff and his wife. She 
offered to work for free to help them get caught up with their backlog. In return, Jeff would teach her 
how to make her own LED suit. Mariah began commuting from South Florida to Panama City Beach to 
help Jeff and his wife fill orders for their LED suits. 
     Mariah was intrigued by Jeff’s assortment of other inventions, one of which was a human lifting 
drone that could take off from anywhere and act as a personal transportation device capable of traveling 
above city traffic. Being just a prototype and not having the budget he wanted, Jeff could not get the 
flying platform to perform the way he knew it could. He and most people he knew were too heavy to test, 
or they lacked the nerve to try the flying machine. Jeff needed someone with nerve, intellect and a desire 
to experiment, yet light enough to be the pilot. Mariah was the perfect candidate. Smart, energetic, 
ambitious and full of passion, she was able and willing to take on the responsibilities of a test pilot.
         Soon she was soaring 100 feet above the ground and traveling at 55 mph, something no one had 
ever seen or done before in such a machine. Mariah and Jeff formed a corporation to handle their 
business. Mariah, full of relentless energy, became the President, Test Pilot, Project Manager and Chief 
Fundraiser. Jeff took over as the Chief Technical Officer, Lead Engineer and Vertical Flight Expert. 
There was a standing joke that the flying platform was her dragon--so the corporation became known as 
DragonAir Aviation, a salute to their friendship and belief in each other.
      Mariah moved to Panama City to begin work on the flying platform. While talking to investors and 
sponsors, she became aware of an international competition by the name of “Go Fly Prize.” Boeing 
Corporation was offering $1.6 million dollars to any organization that could create a platform capable of 
carrying a human. DragonAir Aviation’s competition came from 101 countries, 800 teams, employing 
3000 people. The top five competitors would win $50,000 dollars and be eligible to win a final “Go 
Fly Prize” of $1 million dollars. DragonAir Aviation won a $50,000 prize and is now eligible for the 
$1 million prize! This final event will take place at NASA Ames Research Center’s Moffett Airfield, 
Mountain View, California, on February 29, 2020.     
     Mariah has demonstrated their flying platform on Good Morning America, NBC, ABC, CH12, Forbes 
and other news outlets in an effort to get the DragonAir Aviation mission recognized. There is much to 
do in the development phase, and setbacks are expected. 
     However, the future of this project will be driven by the many applications for the product that 
includes search and rescue, personal transportation in and out of some very confined spaces, delivery of 
cargo to and from yachts, boats and islands of all sizes. Safety, reliability and redundancy will be tested 
and refined, and all of this has to be completed before the February 29th deadline. 
     One problem was discovered on a test flight a month ago while flying over the Bay Point Golf Course. 
The platform uses eight engines, one above the other, that allows vertical take offs and landings. On a 

test flight, metal fatigue caused a portion of the 
frame to fail and the prop of one engine to interfere 
with the operation of a second engine. The platform fell 
to the ground, injuring Mariah. As she was being taken 
away from the accident in an ambulance, she waved to 
her friends, letting us know she would be back. At the 
hospital Mariah was told that she had two broken ribs 
and a broken wrist. Her first question was, “When can I 
fly again?”
     All who know Mariah and Jeff are confident that 
they will return from California with a secure vision 
for the future--as well as, hopefully, with a million 
DragonAir Aviation dollars!   ■
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Marilyn Summers and her two sons, 
Kyle and Shawn.

MARILYN SUMMERS’ BIRTHDAY PARTY
Marilyn Summers recently celebrated her 95th 
birthday at Bar 72 with her two sons and several 
friends. Balloons, cards, gifts, hors d’oervres, drinks, 
a beautiful birthday cake and lots of love were the 
order of the day.

Marilyn looked beautiful; it’s hard to believe she’s 
95!  Her mind is sharp, she still drives, she has 
an active social life, many good friends, goes to 
concerts, etc. 

A talented artist, Marilyn has several beautiful 
paintings that she created over the years--and she 
still paints to this day. On the right is a photo of one 
of her very recent paintings.  ■
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by GREG TAYLOR,,Commodore, Bay Point Yacht Club
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     It seems there are never enough days or hours in the month of December 
to accomplish everything. Between the football season coming to an end, year 
end projects and business wrapping up, and of course the Christmas Season, 
again there doesn’t seem to be enough time to get everything done.
     The Yacht Club has had a very busy month.

DECORATING PARTY   Besides the weekly socials, we started out by 
decorating the Yacht Clubhouse on Sunday, November 24th. About 30 
people, including Board members, Past Commodores and their spouses 
joined together and transformed the clubhouse into a Christmas showplace, 
complete with a 14-foot tree. Afterwards, everyone enjoyed a catered brisket 
BBQ. Dinner was from Dickey’s BBQ, hosted by Past Commodore Tom 
McCoy and Past Commodore Jack Kennedy.

Commodore Greg Taylor and Past Commodore Jack Kennedy 
before Grace.

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE   Next, on Sunday, December 1, the club
sponsored its annual Christmas Open House. Approximately 75 members 
attended and brought along bikes and toys to donate to Mike Jones, “Salvage 
Santa.”  Salvage Santa has been a fixture in the Panama City area for almost 
40 years, and has undoubtedly brought more smiles to more children’s 
faces in Bay County than any other one citizen. Our members contributed 
$1,000 in cash and gift cards, 10 bicycles, and an extra large sleigh full of 
toys to Mike and his cause. Lots of good food and fellowship was had by all. 
The Commodore started a prayer, and then each Board member and Past 
Commodore attending added to it. At sunset, some of our mariner members 
delighted the membership with a beautiful sunset serenade on their conch 
shells that would have made Key West and Jimmy Buffett envious.

Past Commodore David Landreth, Sandy Cornelius, 
Linda Roberson, Past Commodore Jim Roberson, and 

Past Commodore Tom Duggan

Margaret Taylor, “Salvage Santa” Mike Jones, 
and Commodore Greg Taylor
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GOLF CART PARADE & SOUP PARTY   Next on the agenda was the
annual golf cart parade followed by the soup party. This was held on
December 14. The event was rained out in 2017 and was cancelled in 2018 
because of Hurricane Michael and all the debris still lining the streets. 
Eighteen decorated golf carts and 45 carolers assembled in front of the post 
office at 4:00 p.m. and departed under the able leadership of Music Director 
Dennis Eberhardt.

P/C Fleet Captain David Landreth and Dennis Eberhardt 
discussing pre-parade notes.

While the parade wound its way through parts of Bay Point, stops were made 
at the homes of Ben & Lorraine Johnson, Philip & Jerrilyn Griffitts, and 
Till & Jan Bruett, where carolers sang 3 or 4 Christmas songs at each stop.

After the caroling, the group converged at the Community Park area for 
the lighting of the Christmas Tree. After that ceremony and some more 
singing, everyone headed back to the Yacht Club for the annual soup party. 
Amy Cline and Tim Couty were awarded the best decorated golf cart award. 
Congratulations! Members and guests then enjoyed a wide selection of 
soups, stews and chowders provided by the members. That, along with great 
fellowship, helped make the evening a special night for all. Special thanks to 
Dennis Eberhardt for once again leading the group in Christmas songs.

Amy Cline & Tim Couty with their First Place Golf Cart.

     The last evening at the Club before Christmas was a Friday night get- 
together. A number of members showed up all decked out in their seasonal 
dress. The Commodore handed out candy cane reindeer to all the ladies who 
came, for their lapels.
     The Bay Point Yacht Club Board and Club Members hope that everyone in 
the community had a wonderful Christmas and Holiday Season.  
  Smooth Seas & Fair Skies . . .
             Greg Taylor, Commodore
         Bay Point Yacht Club 
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Bay Point West’s R&G Committee’s Inspiration Yards 
    At 4:00 one recent morning, a Bay Point resident heard one of her cats 
howling outside. She bravely charged out to save her cat and saw that it was 
being chased by a coyote. Fortunately, she managed to scare the coyote away 
and save her pet, but that must have been a very scary encounter. And her 
catwas lucky.
     Coyotes can be found in every state in the United States except Hawaii, 
and in every county in Florida, including ours. This is part of a natural range 
expansion from the Western states. They are extremely adaptable and are 
found in rural, suburban and even urban areas. Though they are generally 
shy animals, encounters between humans and coyotes are becoming more 
common. Coyotes help maintain a balanced ecosystem by preying on other 
predators such as foxes, opossums and raccoons. However, as their natural 
habitats shrink, they are increasingly encroaching into populated areas like 
Bay Point.

PREVENT PROBLEMS
     Feeding coyotes is illegal in our state. Never feed them or leave food out 
to attract other wildlife. Clean up fallen food under bird feeders.  Secure 
garbage cans and compost containers. Close off crawl spaces under houses 
and sheds. Coyotes associate areas where people live with easy places to find 
food, especially small pets. They will lose their fear of humans and can even 
chase people out jogging or biking, and they can attack leashed pets.
     Coyotes can and do prey on domestic cats and small dogs. Most attacks, 
but not all, occur around dawn and dusk. Do not allow your pets to roam 
freely, and keep cats indoors. These are Bay Point rules, of course, but 
many residents ignore them and put their animals in peril. Not only are 
uncontrolled animals at risk of being preyed upon by coyotes and other 
predators, they also cause problems with neighbors by, for instance, doing 
their “business” in neighbors’ yards or stalking and killing birds and 
squirrels. Keep small dogs on a short leash less than six feet long, and be 
extra careful if you walk your pet in a wooded area or areas with heavy 
foliage where coyotes may rest. Coyotes are an important part of our 
ecosystem, but we have to learn to co-exist with them as well as protect our 
furry family members from them.
     Happy New Year from your . . . 
               Bay Point West Roads and Grounds Committee

COYOTES AMONG US
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Happy 2020 to All Residents of Bay Point Resort!

I have a few comments and suggestions on improving our community this 
year. Hopefully, the BPCA Board of Directors will at least acknowledge that 
if we want to be a "premiere" Bay County community, we need to make some 
positive improvements! To that end, I am identifying two areas that could use 
some attention: Wahoo Road fencing and uniform street signage. 

Wahoo Road Fencing.  I read a resident's comment on the BP website 
regarding the Wahoo fence not looking appealing to them. I must agree with 
the comment, so I wanted to find some examples of fences that look appealing 
as far as fencing is concerned. Once again, I drove to  30-A and found a very 
attractive metal link style construction fence.   

The photos of the fencing are below. My point is that even a fence can look 
good if people are willing to spend the money! I encourage residents and 
members of our board to take a ride down 30-A to see some "premiere" South 
Walton communities.      

Construction fencing on 30-A (street view), west of Rosemary Beach in South Walton 
County. Notice the uniform community street signage.  

Construction fencing on 30-A (back side view), west of Rosemary Beach in South 
Walton County.

Construction fencing on 30-A (close-up view), west of Rosemary Beach in South 
Walton County.

Uniform Community Signage. We now have humps vs bumps! We're all 
hoping these humps will minimize the number of speeding vehicles on Wahoo 
and Marlin Circle. However, I must say the new yellow street sign that warns 
drivers of "Hump Ahead" is tacky and does NOT fit our other standard Bay 
Point unique street signs.  The yellow street signs remind me of signage used 
outside of Bay Point and distract from our other white metal street signage 
that were installed years ago.  

I encourage residents and BPCA board members to drive around Bay Point 
and notice that we do not have standard uniform street signage any longer.  
What happened? Did we decide to be like other communities and give up 
our unique "premiere" status? As a reminder, the current white metal street 
signage is not original.  The current "new" white metal signs replaced the 
former deteriorating and rotting wood street signage. The other purpose for 
the new signage was to give Bay Point a unique premiere look.        

Very sad that a supposedly "upscale" or "premiere" community like Bay Point 
doesn't have unified street signage as originally intended. As I mentioned 
above regarding fencing, I encourage people to drive down 30A and notice 
the many "premiere" communities that have their own unique standardized 
signage. What happened to our BPCA street sign committee?  I would be 
happy to serve as a new member of the Signage Committee if there is one.

In closing, the BPCA has accomplished much since Hurricane Michael 
damaged many of our homes, condos, townhomes, and shared amenities.  
However, there are many improvements that can be made that would enhance 
the overall look of Bay Point. I encourage BPCA to send out a community 
survey and ask residents what improvements they would like to see since 
they (we) pay for most community improvements through the annual HOA 
dues! Based on the specific proposed community improvement, I would even 
support an assessment to pay for it.  One last thought, no one is forced to live 
in Bay Point. . .
                              --Steve Geczy      
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Jan. 3 -  Sheraton Wine Dinner - 6:30 p.m.   |  
    Public: $75/person, Members: $65/person  
                 This is an ongoing event on the first Friday of each month. Chef   
    creates a multiple course menu and our wine expert pairs it with
    the finest of wines! This will be our 3rd dinner and we’ve heard   
    nothing but raves for the food--and the wine! Plus we’re offering 
    a Members Discount for our Resort, Golf & Tennis members.

Jan. 6 -  An evening with Author Cassandra King Conroy - 6:30 p.m.
    $10/person - Includes a glass of wine, entry into the event, and 10%  
    off dinner at TIDES Restaurant that night.

    Mrs. Conroy is the wife of the late author, Pat Conroy. He wrote           
   The Prince of Tides, South of Broad, and more. Mrs. Conroy                   
   wrote Moonrise, Making Waves, The Sunday Wife, and more. 
   We’ll even offer a place at the dinner table with Mrs. Conroy for the  
   first 20 people to make reservations. 

   To reserve your tickets and dinner reservations, call 850-236-6033  
   or email Marketing@SheratonPCB.com.
   
Jan. 10 - Sheraton Art Exhibit, Artist Reception for Staci Doucett   
    6-8 p.m. Local artist Leah Allen exhibited her artwork in November  
    at the Sheraton and has already sold 6 pieces of her work! 

   Now we are welcoming Staci Doucett, a wildlife photographer,   
   whose work is on exhibit at the Sheraton. Everyone is welcome to  
                 come out for her reception. Meet the artist, have a glass of 
   champagne and maybe even buy some art. Her artwork will be   
   available through the end of February 2020.  ■

Security Repor t  .  .  .  by  Jim Moore
UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE SHERATON

COASTAL BAY LAWN CARE
Commercial & residential

Landscaping Design & Installation
Bay Point references on request.

Jamie Pickett - 850.625.4320

     It’s the end of the year and the time has come to look back and see how 
we are doing compared to previous years, particularly in the staffing area. 
Hurricane Michael changed everything. Housing at reasonable rates dis-
appeared from the Panama City area in a single day and so did the people who 
lived there. The lack of housing coupled with an economy that is on fire has 
caused there to be an ongoing and worsening drought in the labor market of 
workers looking for employment--and that is an issue that continues today. 
Because of our unique circumstances, Bay Point Security has to acquire and 
maintain a blend of full time and part time employees in order to adequately 
cover all the positions that are operational in Bay Point on a daily basis. We 
work seven days a week, three hundred and sixty five days a year, and that 
creates a long list of inherent problems. 
     On October 9, 2018, we had a stable list of long-time workers--both part 
time and full time, and a number of applications on file for those seeking 
employment. Suddenly Michael arrived, took away about 60% of the housing 
our workers relied on, and things changed; instability became the norm 
when it came to recruiting help, and little has changed since then. However, 
luckily we have a great core group of Security Officers. Although we have 
been undermanned since Michael’s visit, this group of officers have for the 
most part assumed a role that amounts to “we will do whatever it takes to 
keep Bay Point operational and safe.” Bay Point Security officers have become 
accustomed to arriving early, staying late, and coming in on their days off 
when asked because they know we have no back up officers available.
     Lately there seems to be an improvement in the area of recruitment. 
Hopefully in the next few months we will have a workforce comprised of the 
proper mix of full and part time workers that will once again remain constant 
and dependable over the long term. We seem to be attracting an interest in 
full time employment, so that need may soon be fulfilled. However, to cover 
sick days, vacation, and other requests for time off, we will still need a few 
more part-timers.
     There were a number of good things that took place in Bay Point Security 

during 2019. We were 
scheduled to trade 
in one of our patrol 
trucks with about 
150,000 miles on it, 
but because we have 
taken reasonable care 
of both patrol trucks, 
we decided to have the 
oldest one inspected. 
The truck was deemed 
to be in great shape so 
we decided to keep the 
truck until the next 
fiscal year and trade it 
in then. ■

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
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Bay Point Community Association, Inc. Board

  In an Emergency, call 911 first, then Bay Point Security at 234-0124 

 IMPORTANT  TELEPHONE  NUMBERS
  BPCA OFFICE .................  234-2727

  BAY POINT MARINA ....  235-6911

  BAY POINT NEWS .........  235-3579

  BAY POINT POST OFFICE. 233-1058

  BAY POINT SECURITY .. 234-0124

BAR 72 ..................................  235-6978

TENNIS PRO SHOP.................  588-8202

CLUB MEADOWS PRO SHOP  235-6950
       
GOLF RESERVATIONS ..........  235-6909

SHERATON HOTEL ................. 236-6000

 in   JANUARY

    1  NEW YEAR’S DAY
          Ladies Golf: 8:30 a.m.
     2  Bar 72: Prime Rib Night, 5-8 p.m.  

    3  Ladies Golf: 8:30 a.m. 
           Yacht Club: Sunset Social, 
           5:30-7:00, Clubhouse

    4  Yacht Club: Breakfast, 
             5:30-7:30, Clubhouse
  
     6 Ladies Golf: 8:30 a.m.
            7 Architectural Review Meeting:
           3:30 p.m., BPCA Conference Room      8 Ladies Golf: 8:30 a.m.

  9  Bar 72: Prime Rib Night, 5-8 p.m

 10  Ladies Golf: 8:30 a.m.
          Yacht Club: Sunset Social 
          8:30-10, Clubhouse

11 Yacht Club: Breakfast, 
          5:30-7:30, Clubhouse    

 13 Ladies Golf: 8:30 a.m
          BPCA Meeting: 5:30 p.m.
          Conference Room

14 Bay Point Women’s Club:
          11 a.m., Shrimp Boat
          Restaurant, 1201Beck Ave.

If  you would like to advertise
in this paper,  please call  235-3579

or email baypointnews@comcast .net
for rates and information.

                
                       
                                           
  

 Kathy Arent 
 BP West R&G Committee
Till & Jan Bruett
Tammy Estep   
  Steve Geczy

Subscriptions to this Bay Point 
paper are available to non-residents 
for $10 a year. Please send address 
changes to Box 27578, Bay Point, FL 
32411. 

Emails/Letters to the Editor Policy 
Content must pertain specifically to the 
Bay Point community, address issues not 
individuals, and tone must be civil. Emails 
and letters may be edited for space and 
clarity, and editor reserves the right to select 
for publication a representative letter from 
several submitted on the same subject and to 
solicit letters to balance opinion. Editorial - Leave photos, articles, 

letters to the editor, news or calendar 
events on the doorstep of 397 Wahoo 
Road, or email baypointnews@
comcast.net or call 235-3579. Please 
be sure to include your name and 
phone number.

BAY POINT NEWS
P.O. Box 27578, Panama City, FL 32411-7578 

  Bay Point News is published once a month by Bay Point News LLC  for all 
Bay Point homeowners and visitors to Bay Point and the Sheraton Bay Point Resort.
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  Jane Moore
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Diane Rogers
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  Jim Moore
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or call 850 235-3579

Dan Matthews
703-628-6211                          

danmatthews@baypointflorida.org

Linda Corcoran
251-554-7617

lindacorcoran@baypointflorida.org

Keith Connor, 2nd V-P
513-919-8167

kdconnor@baypointflorida.org

Lisa Snow, Secretary
704-402-9794

lisasnow@baypointflorida.org

Jose Velez
625-1117

josevelez@baypointflorida.org

Walt Rankin                
588-2652

waltrankin@baypointflorida.org

Kevin Lynn
850-236-4200

kevin.lynn@vacationclub.com

Carl Selph, 1st V-P
238-2108

cselph@baypointflorida.org.

BPCA General Manager 
     BPCA Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. - 234-2727  (After hours: 234-0124)
BPCA Office Staff:
          Tom Worrel, Accountant - accounting@baypointflorida.org
          Debra Haydn, Assistant General Manager - dhaydn@baypointflorida.org
         Trisha Hines & Wenda Higham, Receptionists - trishahines@baypointflorida.org
Project Manager:  Jack Kennedy - jack.kennedy@baypointflorida.org
Director of Security: Jim Moore - 527-7090

Jo Ann Day, Treasurer
850-236-9728

joannday@baypointflorida.org15 Ladies Golf: 8:30 a.m.

16  Bar 72: Prime Rib Night, 5-8 p.m.  

17 Ladies Golf: 8:30 a.m.
          Yacht Club: Sunset Social 
          8:30-10, Clubhouse         

18 Yacht Club: Breakfast, 
          5:30-7:30, Clubhouse

20 Ladies Golf: 8:30 a.m.

21 Architectural Review Meeting:
           3:30 p.m., BPCA Conference Room

 22 Ladies Golf: 8:30 a.m.

23 Bar 72: Prime Rib Night, 5-8 p.m. 

24 Ladies Golf: 8:30 a.m.
          Yacht Club: Sunset Social 
          8:30-10, Clubhouse              

25 Yacht Club: Breakfast, 
          5:30-7:30, Clubhouse

27  Ladies Golf: 8:30 a.m.

29  Ladies Golf: 8:30 a.m.
   30  Bar 72: Prime Rib Night, 5-8 p.m. 

31 Ladies Golf: 8:30 a.m.
          Yacht Club: Sunset Social 
          8:30-10, Clubhouse

 William Wanner, Pres.
 708-1769, 890-2879

 williamwanner@baypointflorida.org

Don Connor
867-6317

donconnor@baypointflorida.org

 Jeanine Maclary
 Jeff Marti
 Jim Moore  
 Walter Rankin
 Greg Taylor

Contributing Writers

Looking for a Dog Walker or House Sitter?
 Call Susan at 850-596-1228  ●  References Available 
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 THE BAY POINT BOOKIES’ CHRISTMAS PARTY

CHRISTMAS PARTY AT “THE GRAND” 


