
SEPTEMBER   2020 

 AUGUST 2020 MEETING
by WALTER RANKIN

continued on page 2

Our regularly scheduled BPCA meeting was held on August 10, 2020. 
After everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, it 
was established that we had a quorum. 

President Wanner opened the meeting by asking for property owners’ 
comments. There was a resident who complained that the BPCA Board 
is not doing their duty to uphold property values because we have not 
cleansed our community of pods and small live-in trailers.

Another resident complained that the back gate was not opening 
consistently for her car RFID sticker.  Bill Wanner and Carl Selph 
acknowledged that we are indeed having trouble with the back gate 
and we have called a contractor to try to solve the problems.

A resident complained about the cost of manning the back gate. Carl 
Selph explained that when the gate was not manned, damage to the 
gate arms and lifting mechanisms was very expensive. Since we have 
manned the gates, these expenses have dropped very considerably. 
Overall, the costs are about the same.

There was a question of the status of the Meadows golf course. Bill 
Wanner said we are continually in contact with the owners, both to get 
them to maintain the property and to see whether or not we can come 
to an arrangement to buy the property from them.

A resident asked about the BPCA control of BayTown and why we 
couldn’t get it looking a little nicer.  Bill Wanner explained that we have 
absolutely no control over BayTown but that we are trying to work with 
them and we are encouraging them to improve their property as soon 
as possible.

After the usual business approvals, Denise Hindes gave the Financial 
Report, primarily reporting on the following activities of the Finance 
Committee.

 ● The Finance Committee is working on a proposal to increase the 
starting pay rate of entry level security personnel by .25 per hour (from 
$10.25 to $10.50) in order to be more competitive with the current 
market.  We need to do this to reduce turnover of our security staff. 

 ● Walt is working with Jim Moore to purchase a new computer for 
security. The computer was damaged during a recent thunderstorm.  
Dan will consult and verify that proper surge protectors are installed.  
Walt interjected that he had repaired the old computer, but its 
remaining lifespan is uncertain. We have ordered a new one, which 
will be used at the Legends Gate until it is needed at the Residents’ 
Gate.

 ●  BPCA will send 34 property owners statements that their past 
due assessments are in arrears by more than 1 year. In addition, we 
are in the process of placing liens on 13 properties due to unpaid 
assessments. The committee approved having Denise Hindes consult 
with our Attorney, John Townsend, on collection policy and having his 
law firm handle all aspects of the lien process including drafting and 
mailing intent to lien letters.

 ●  The Finance Committee discussed a proposal regarding having 
BPCA security drive through The Preserve to provide a visible security 
presence. The Preserve requested 2 patrols per 24-hour shift for 360 
days.  They have agreed to pay us over $27,000.00 for this service.  If 
approved by the Board, this income would nearly cover the increase in 
the security starting pay rate. The Finance Committee recommended 
approval.

 ● There is an ongoing effort to update all cameras and gates, but 
Covid-19 has created a shortage of some parts and labor. 

  ● The yelp boxes, which will automatically open the gates for 
emergency vehicles, are in the process of being installed.

  ● Sink holes are being repaired as they are being discovered. 

Bill Wanner then gave the President’s report. The highlights are:

   ● We have, and have had for some time, an issue with civility in 
several Bay Point locations. Specifically, residents enter our office 
and Post Office angry and begin a barrage of screaming, cursing--and 
in some cases threatening. There is NOTHING that should generate 
such anger towards our employees in this community, NOTHING. 
Our employees will disengage in any discussion that turns abusive. It 
becomes personal in a hurry. Whenever anyone turns the argument 
to ‘‘ad hominem”, they demonstrate that their argument was not very 
strong to begin with. It must stop. If residents think that is the only 
way to talk, then they will find themselves talking to themselves. We 
will also send a letter to each resident expressing our concerns about 
the incident and recording the tirades for any future actions or needs. 
It’s very unfortunate that this is even necessary to discuss.

  ● Our concerts in the park will continue through August. We have 
added food and dessert trucks to the events.

  ● A lot of work has started and is planned around the Legends 
Gate. Painting, new roofs, etc. It has taken a long time to get this all 
organized, but that seems to be the norm at the moment.

 ● New cameras and electrical boards are being installed at the 
Reflections Gate.

  ● Golf course discussions continue, as does the planning for the 
revitalized Bay Point of the future. I always wish I could say more 
about what is happening, but it is best to leave it alone for now.

  ● We have contacted each resident on Weakfish Way that was part 
of BPCA and have begun an attempt to revitalize those covenants and 
restrictions. 

 ●  Again, I want to express my appreciation to this very active and 
involved board. Your actions and support are also appreciated, but not 
often recognized by the full community. 

Our office staff is an excellent team, hardworking and very diligent. 
Thank you!



 2                                               SEPTEMBER  2020

August 2020 BPCA Meetings, (continued from page 2)

Yours truly gave the Bay Point West property owners organization 
update. Key points are:

 ● BPW held a regularly scheduled meeting on August 1st and voted 
to increase maximum fines to $10,000.00 for unapproved projects 
like the illegal fences and outbuildings. Dan Matthews asked whether 
these changes have been recorded in the courthouse. I responded, 
not yet and we will not attempt to enforce the new rules until they are 
recorded in the courthouse. Other business included appointing Steve 
Hord as Chairman of the Architectural Review Committee. Denise 
Hines added that we have also approved trying out a software package 
that would reduce the workload for the ARC and Roads and Grounds 
Committee.

● The Roads and Grounds Committee has concluded that there are 
a number of people in Bay Point who will not care for their lawns 
and property as required by the Covenants and Restrictions and that 
only fines and other sanctions will convince them to improve their 
property. This is the direction the committee is headed.

 ● The Architectural Review Committee is still seeing too many 
projects being started without approval. Each of these projects 
receives a $150 fine for starting a project without approval.

Dan Matthews reported for the Communications Committee that the 
website is still up, but not much is happening.

Dan Matthews also gave the Infrastructure Committee Report with 
the following information. . 

● Residents Gate Update: DAG architects continue to make good 
progress on this project. The plan now is to move the gatehouse about 
150 feet toward the interior of Bay Point to allow cars to pull off the 
highway and line up on Bay Point Road waiting to get through the 
gate.

● Irrigation System Update: Several repairs to the irrigation system 
have been undertaken and a review of what needs to be done to 
maintain flora in our common areas is currently underway.

● Waste Water Repairs: Sink holes continue to appear and each is 
repaired at a cost of $5,000.00 to $10,000 each.  We’re working on a 
very serious problem in the area of 350 Wahoo Road. There are three 
storm drain boxes in this area and all of them are leaking. The leakage 
is causing a homeowner’s yard to sink. DRMP, SE Dirtworks and SCE 
are working together to come up with a solution. The homeowners 
will be consulted and solution reviewed with them prior to beginning 
work. We anticipate this will be a lengthy and costly repair.

 ● During the past month, the Legend Hills Gate painting project was 
expanded to include the painting of the neighborhood walls at the 
intersection of Dragons Ridge, Queensberry and the Fairways. Mr. 
Nick Lovelace is leading this effort.

 ● Re-roofing the Legend Hills Gatehouse is expected to be completed 
by the end of August. 

   ● Street Lighting Upgrade: Williams Electric reviewed the lighting 
at the Legend Hills Gate area and replaced some of the fixtures with 
LED fixtures and lights. Additional work must be done to convert all 
the lighting of gate and neighborhood signs to functional LED lights. 
The lights in Legend Hills are currently in progress. When those are 
completed, the lights in Bay Point West and Legend Lakes will 
be undertaken.

  ● Signage Update: BPCA has asked three companies for their 
proposals on repairing/replacing the neighborhood monument signs.  
The existing signs are constructed using materials that are no longer 
used for such signage. We await their suggestions on the best course of 
action to take regarding replacement of these signs.

  ● You may have noticed a “patch” where one of the windows was in 
the Thomas Drive Gatehouse. The “shatterproof” glass was shattered. 
Finding replacement glass is proving difficult to obtain, as is the 
manpower to replace the glass. It will be replaced as expeditiously as 
possible.

Carl Selph reported for Security, making the following points. . .

  ● We continue to work on the ever-present speeding, illegal parking 
and under-age golf cart driving issues that have been with us all 
summer.

  ● We continue to see uncivil behavior at the Post Office and the BPCA 
Office as well as on the roads with our BPCA Security officers. We will 
not hesitate to refer uncivil behavior to the Bay County Sheriff’s office.

  ● There was a motion made to modify BPCA rule 86-1 with respect 
to careless driving. The modification defined careless driving and 
modified the statement on the fines and penalties for careless driving.  
A motion was made to accept the proposed modifications to the rule 
and it was unanimously passed. 

  ● There was also a motion made to modify BPCA rule 90-1 regarding 
parking on Marlin Circle and Wahoo Road. In 2014 the BPCA Board 
agreed not to enforce rule 90-1. At this meeting we formally deleted 
the rule.

New Business: Jose Velez made a motion to replace the speed hump 
road signs with signs similar to all the other BPCA road signs. There 
was agreement that we would do this as part of the signage upgrade 
program.

There being no additional business, the meeting was adjourned.  ■



 3SEPTEMBER  2020



4                                                                        SEPTEMBER  2020                

NOTICE TO BAY POINT WEST OWNERS

It has almost been 2 years since Hurricane Michael, and 
it is time for the Architectural Review Committee, ARC, 
to return to more normalized rules. Effective September 
1st, the following rules will be enforced.

 ● All ARC requests must be turned in to the BPCA office by 12:00 noon 
on the Friday before a scheduled ARC meeting to give the members time 
to inspect the request prior to meeting. The ARC meets every two weeks. 
Please plan ahead.

● Approval and disapproval letters will be sent to the email address you 
provide on the ARC project request form.

● Requests that require a $250.00 road impact fee will only be approved 
if the fee is attached to the request. These fees are levied for projects that 
require heavy trucks for deliveries such as roofing, concrete, dumpsters, 
large lumber deliveries, etc. (If your request is not approved, the R.I.F. 
will be returned to you in full.)

●  Any project started without approval will be issued a stop work 
order, the contractor and their employees will be escorted off Bay Point 
property, and possible fines will attach for unauthorized work.

 ●  The ARC is here to help you and the property values of our 
community.  If you have any questions, please reach out via phone or 
email, and one of our members will be glad to assist you.  ■

Mad dogs and Englishmen go out in the noon day sun. --Noel Coward

As in any pastime, there are levels of commitment to golf that range 
from idle speculation to fevered participation. As this column has 
previously noted, there is nothing that will persuade the avid golfer 
to forego his game. Doctor appointments must be scheduled to 
avoid conflict, business emergencies can be delayed, family issues 
postponed, and even the weather can’t interfere. 

In northern latitudes, players dress in layers, and use sand rakes 
to clear greens from snow and bounce balls off frozen lakes and 
onto frozen fairways. Here in the Sunshine State, players that have 
accomplished great things in their professional and personal lives, 
people of undeniable intelligence and reason, huddle under trees 
as lightning crashes overhead or, unwilling to quit; stagger, wilt 
and collapse in triple digit temperatures and humidity. Strange 
compulsion.

Most people drive by golf courses and, to the extent that they consider 
them at all, probably believe them to be fairly benign swatches of 
greensward that offer a safe way to spend a few hours chasing a little 
ball. These people are wrong; golf courses are dangerous. Besides 
the obvious hazards of flying balls and erratic swings, players must 
contend with poisonous snakes, toxic plants, erratic cart drivers, 
overindulging foursomes at the drink cart, disgruntled club throwers 
and truculent egotists. Golf, it seems, is a microcosm of life.

Bay Point Men’s Golf Association had no events scheduled for August.
Next comes the Men’s and Ladies September 18th scramble. If you are 
interested, refer to the website or call the pro shop.  ●

MEN’S GOLF      by Jeff Marti 
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WHY DO WE CELEBRATE LABOR DAY?
by JIM MOORE

The Industrial Revolution had been underway in the United States 
for nearly 100 years. There were those who thought the progress 
touted by much of the upper class, news media and politicians was 
an undeserved gift to the privileged--paid for in the blood, pain and 
misery by the underprivileged, overworked and unrewarded lower 
class. As 1880 disappeared, the average workday was 12 hours long, 
and the work week was, at best, 6 days--and in some cases 7 days.

While a few states began to recognize the cruelty that was common-
place: children as young as five-years-old working in mills, factories 
and mines in the most dangerous and unsanitary conditions       
imaginable. At best, those states acted to marginally improve those 
conditions, but the majority of states and local governments did 
nothing except collect taxes and ask for more.

As the 20th century loomed in the future and manufacturing began 
to supplant agriculture as America’s insatiable consumer of labor, the 
formation of Labor Unions began to take place. Once organized, they 
became a force to be reckoned with, as opposed to a force that could 
be taken advantage of. As the Unions formed and organized to gain 
attention, they put together and demonstrated in a number of protests, 
rallies and strikes. It was a power that was little understood in the 
beginning, but its message was clear and to the point. Work was hard, 
hours were long, and wages were meager in comparison to the value of 
the service and merchandise the worker produced. 

In the beginning, many of the events lacking organization turned 
violent, such as the May 4, 1886, infamous Haymarket Riot in 
Chicago’s Haymarket Square. Someone threw a bomb at police and 
killed 3 policeman and 5 civilians. Eight radical activists were, without 
evidence, arrested and convicted, and the riot was viewed as a major 
setback for the labor movement.

While Chicago’s Haymarket Riot was considered a setback for labor 
earlier, on September 5, 1882, 10,000 workers had taken unpaid leave 
to march from City Hall to Union Square in New York City in what has 
been billed as the first Labor Day Parade in U.S. history. The idea of a 
holiday for the everyday worker began to make progress after the 1882 
parade. Setbacks such as the Chicago Haymarket Riot delayed the 
inevitable; however, somehow the first Monday of September became 
a goal of the organizers for a Labor Day celebration. The notion of 
a workers’ holiday on the first Monday in September began slowly 
working its way across the country, and it did catch on in several 
industrial centers. 

However, it would be 12 years after the Chicago Haywood Riot before 
an event would occur that galvanized the workers and brought their 
movement front and center across the nation. On May 11, 1894, 
employees of the Pullman Palace Car Company in Chicago went on 
strike, protesting wage cuts and the firing of union representatives. 
On June 26, 1894, the American Railroad Union called for a boycott 
of all Pullman railway cars, crippling railroad traffic nationwide. 
The Federal Government dispatched troops to Chicago. This move 
ended in riots that resulted in more than a dozen deaths of protesting 
workers. Congress, realizing the mood of the nation was in transition 
and the conditions that confronted the American worker were a 
national concern, came to the conclusion that it was now time for the 
federal government to take the common man seriously.

And so it was that in the wake of massive unrest by workers who would 
not yield and would suffer a number of deaths in their efforts to bring 
attention to their plight, Congress acquiesced and, in an effort to build 
a new and permanent relationship with a group that would become 
known as the Blue Collar Workers of America, Congress passed an 
act declaring Labor Day a national holiday--and on June 28, 1894, 
President Grover Cleveland signed into law a day in recognition of 
those who work for a living.  ■

TRUSTMARK
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Finally, Sherman Yarbrough has a decent car in the driveway, said his wife, Lynn. A 1940 Cadillac LaSalle. 
Added bonus....  it runs!!!  Yeah !!
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Exciting Plans for St. Andrews State Park
Planning for enhancements to the park began before Hurricane Michael.
Obviously, the hurricane changed priorities to massive clean up and repair.                
According to Scott Robinson, Park Manager, plans are now moving ahead. 
Processes are taking longer due to the pandemic and economy, but are 
moving along.

All the roads are to be re-done, and with a bike path and pedestrian path 
added. This major project will also include improvements to the entrance 
area and expansion of existing parking areas. Surveys have been completed 
and work is underway on the design for construction.

The campground area upgrades, a multi-million dollar project, will include 
raising sites to reduce flooding, new water and electricity throughout, new   
sewer connections at sites, new lift stations and repaving the roads. Bids 
have been received, a contractor selected, and work should begin in the next 
six months.

Pavilions at the jetty area will be rebuilt, including three large ones and 
one small one, plus new picnic taables. It is currently in the design and 
permitting process and should begin in the next few months.

The Lagoon area was hard hit by the hurricane. Several new pavilions will 
be built for the picnic area. Plus, the bathrooms there are scheduled for a 
totally new facility. This work should start by early next year. The children’s 
playground in that area will have to be completely replaced. Friends of St. 
Andrews State Park is helping with the fundraising for that project.

Improvements are also scheduled for the Primitive Group Campground, 
including a new restroom, a dining/activity pavilion with some safety lights    
and fans, picnic tables, grills, and rebuilding the firepit.

Finally, so many trees were lost, but mother nature will help replace the 
forested areas. In the developed areas of the park, new trees will be planted     
as construction ends.

Yes, an exciting time! We all love the park, and let’s all work together to help  
the park. Volunteers are needed for picking up litter, helping to disinfect, 
helping with the aluminum cans recycling project, etc. You can also help by 
joining Friends and making a donation to Friends for the playground project.                         
   www.friendsofstandrews.org                

A small project, conducted primarily by the Board of Friends of St. Andrews 
State Park, Inc., as a money raiser, is the recycling of aluminum in exchange for 
cash.  In the year before Hurricane Michael, in October, 2018, the collection 
of a few of the park volunteers, due to relocation, sickness and the logistics of 
collecting, sorting, and delivering the bagged aluminum to the recycle center, 
the park volunteers dissipated until there were none.

The Board of Friends took on the project, spearheaded by board members 
David Brooks and Daphne Clark of Bay Point, and Anne Ake of Lynn Haven. 
The accumulation of donated cans was literally “sky high.” We had some good 
fortune in that a brand new flatbed trailer for transporting the sorted, bagged 
cans was donated by Dr. Ron Dubin of Bay Point and Tennessee.

With the use of pickup trucks with trailer hitches belonging to Friends board 
members Debbie Fable (and her husband, Bill) and Daphne Clark, the logistic 
problems of transporting the cans ready for recycling was solved.

Last year, David Brooks designed a sorting aid of a slanted board wide enough 
to handle the dumping of large bags of aluminum “stuff”, sorting by two people 
and emptying into a large plastic trash can already lined with a plastic bag. 
It worked very well. We were able to easily remove glass containers, plastic, 
paper, garbage, and even used disposable diapers easily, and the aluminum 
cans primarily slid down the sloped board, which was affixed to a stationary 
collection wagon.

Aluminum cans (soda, beer, etc.) are our primary collection item, but we also 
take aluminum pie pans, cooking trays, and other building and commercial 
items made only of aluminum.

David Brooks was not finished with his master-minding. He designed a new, 
larger, free-standing sorting stand that works fantastically for the trash at 
hand. Two large trash cans can be filled at the same time with cans, while 
collecting trash, glass and plastic to the side, to be disposed of properly. David 
did solicit the carpentry tools and skills of his good friend, Gordon Akst of Bay 
Point, to construct the new sorting stand as designed--and David, of course, 
supervised this construction by Gordon! What a team!

In mid-July a large mountain of black plastic bags filled with aluminum 
cans had accumulated during the pandemic quarantine for COVID-19. Three 
Friends Board members, Parry Knauss (President), David Brooks (Vice-
President), Deb Fable (Secretary) and her husband Bill and their pickup 
truck gathered at the park to attack the task at hand. They sorted them all, 
and transported the bags and additional aluminum pieces to Coastal Metals, 
owned by Bay Point resident Nathan Miller, for recycling, weighing, and a cash 
payment of $73+.

The park has placed receptacles all around the park’s large area for collection, 
and handle the pick-up of all cans donated and bring them to one central 
collection site, “the mountain.” We also receive donations from camping 
visitors. We can always use more donations! David Brooks has spoken to a 

faculty sponsor at Arnold 
High School recycle club, 
and we are hopeful we 
will have a steady stream 
of volunteers from them 
during the school year. The 
student volunteers do earn 
community hours for their 
transcripts for this work.

If you wolud like to 
be a volunteer or have 
cans to recycle, please 
contact Daphne Clark at 
dclarkspcbfl@aol.com 
or 850-890-8645. We 
work generally weekday 
mornings 8:00-10:00 
sorting, weather permitting.   
■
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Women’s Club’s Sip ‘n’ Get--socializing & picking up their annual BPWC books.

 

                                                                
William & Katherine Hyde                                                                                      
Reflections #807 
4100 Marriott Drive

 Anita Harkey                                                                                                            
4000 Marriott Dr. #3204

Caran Zastrow                                                                                                                   
1715 Wahoo Circle

Paul & Marce Estep                                                                                               
4000 Marriott Dr. #GR3404

Kevin & Melissa Shelton                                                                                                  
4726 Bay Point Rd. HV#4238

Jose Roberts                                                                                                         
3605 Dragon's Ridge Rd.

Laurie & Bill Hardy                                                                                                      
1401 Trout Drive

Patricia Stout                                                                                                                  
4600 Kingfish Lane #502

Rose Lienhop                                                                                                           
4000 Marriott Dr. #GR3605

Louis Downer                                                                                                            
319 Wahoo Rd.

Tiffany & Dennis Leonard 
110 Dragon Circle

Allen Brock                                                                                                                     
1617 Wahoo Lane

Todd & Elizabeth Harless                                                                                       
110 Marlin Circle

Jake Almand & Katie Wallace                                                                                   
1016 Barracuda

Mr. & Mrs.Dustin Everett                                                                                     
1430 Trout Drive

Joshua & Lindsey Collings
4600 Kingfish #509

NEW RESIDENTS

ST. ANDREWS STATE PARK GUIDELINES

Hours are 8 a.m. until sunset, 365 days a year.

An entrance fee is required.

All plants, animals and park property 
are protected. Collection, destruction or 
disturbance is prohibited.

Pets are permitted in designated areas only. 
Pets must be kept on a leash no longer than six 
feet and well behaved at all times.

Fishing, boating, swimming and fires are 
allowed in designated areas only. A Florida 
fishing license may be required.

Fireworks, intoxicants and hunting are 
prohibited.
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 The Bay Point Women’s Club is very excited to announce our September event! Due to 
COVID-19, we are unable to book any luncheons at this time. However, we have rented    
the entire Island Time catamaran sailboat and will be taking a sunset cruise!

Date:  Tuesday, September 15

Time:  5 p.m. (setting sail  at 5:30 p.m.) -7:30 p.m.

Location:  3605 Thomas Drive (foot of Lagoon bridge)

The cost is $35/person. There will be a cash bar and we will provide hors d’oeuvres.       
(The cost will cover the rental of the boat and the food. Remember, any “extra” gets     
pooled into our charity fund at the end of the year.) 50/50 tickets will be available also 
(cash, check, or Venmo.)  Due to COVID-19 and the size of the boat, we have a   limited 
number of seats available. These will be on a first pay, first serve basis. We MUST have   
your money before we can add your name to the list. You can pay: 

     1. Via Venmo (@BayPoint-Women) or

     2. Drop a check/cash off to Amanda Foote, Treasurer, at 201 Marlin Circle. (There      
  is a BPWC “mailbox” out front), or

     3. Mail a check to BPWC, Box 27045, Panama City, FL 32411

Once we have reached capacity, we will begin a waiting list.

This event is going to be a lot of fun! We will introduce the new board, as we were             
not able to formally do so in the spring. We will also be welcoming our new members         
to our club. (All new members will receive 2 drink tickets and be recognized.) 

Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions or concerns. We are really looking 
forward to getting this year started!     Teri Hord, BPWC President  

                          

WOMEN’S CLUB -- SUNSET CRUISE UPDATE re JULY STABBING

July 21, 2020 -The Bay County Sheriff’s Office responded to 
a report of a stabbing yesterday, July 20, 2020, at 11:38 p.m. t0 
4000 Marriott Drive, Panama City Beach.  Deputies arrived to 
find a young man with multiple stab and slash wounds, bleeding 
profusely. Deputies administered aid to the victim until EMS 
quickly arrived.

During the course of the investigation, a traffic stop was conducted 
on possible suspects on Magnolia Beach Road. A BCSO K9 alerted 
to the presence of illegal narcotics in the vehicle. A search of the 
vehicle was done and one gram of cocaine and one gram of hash 
oil was found.  Those arrested were: Delores Olivia Penalber, age 
37; Pablo Asturias, age 43; Gregory Gabriel Gonzalez, age 25,; and 
Destiney Christine Medina, age 19; all for Possession of Cocaine, 
Hash Oil and Drug Paraphernalia.

July 23, 2020 -BCSO Criminal Investigators working the investi-
gation identified the suspect in the stabbing as Franky “Listo” 
Carillo, age 18. A warrant for Attempted Murder was obtained 
for Carillo. He is known to have ties to Virginia, Georgia and Los 
Angeles, California.

It was learned that the suspect recently traveled with the victim 
from Virginia to Panama City Beach to meet a group of people, 
including Delores Olivia Penalber, Pablo Asturias, Gregory Gabriel 
Gonzalez and Destiney Christine Medina. The 4 had recently 
traveled to the Panama City area from Los Angeles. These 4 were 
arrested on drug charges during the course of this investigation.

Anyone with information about Franky “Listo” Carillo is asked to 
immediately call Bay County Sheriff’s Office at 850-747-4700 or 
Crimestoppers at 785-TIPS (8477).   ■
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The conversation within Bay Point Security often centers on the notion that 
just when you think you have seen or heard it all, something new that would 
have seemed impossible just moments before, happens. Sometimes it’s deadly 
serious and other times it’s delightfully humorous. 

 A few days ago, the Sheraton Hotel made a late night call to Bay Point Securi-
ty seeking assistance. It seems that just before midnight, a man dressed in 
shorts, a tank top and carrying a backpack with a cat named Mr. Tom perched 
on his shoulder emerged from the Lagoon waters bordering the Sheraton 
Hotel. Bay Point Security arrived on the scene in time to find “the man who 
emerged from the black lagoon” heading in the direction of Bay Point proper. 
The Security Officer stopped him and made a simple inquiry, “How did you   
get here?” The answer was not what you might expect from a man with a cat 
on his shoulder--or was it? 

His story began, he said, when he and his cat accepted an invitation to go on 
a midnight cruise with some friends. Once underway, for reasons unknown 
to him, his friends took exception to Mr. Tom and threw him overboard. 
Well, our man from the waters of the black lagoon did what any caring person 
with a cat/best friend--especially one named Mr. Tom--would do just before 
midnight on a stretch of water where there were few lights and no chance of 
being rescued: he jumped into the water hoping to find and, if possible, to 
hook up with Mr. Tom. Somehow they were able to join forces, and while it is 
impossible to determine just who saved whom, what we do know for certain 
is the duo made their way to shore near the Sheraton Hotel--and it has been 
confirmed that they did not have a room reservation! 

After telling his story to the Security Officer, who perhaps thought for a      
moment that now I’ve heard it all, the man and Mr. Tom decided they had 
talked with security long enough so they took off--fading into the bushes, the 
dark and the unknown. The BCSO responded when called, and when they 
arrived, they all began a search for Mr. Tom and company to no avail. 

Midnight arrived and there was a crew shift within Bay Point Security. After 
the on-duty officer who interviewed Mr. Tom and his companion was relieved 
of duty, he (the off-duty officer) and a friend took their powered skateboards 
and went looking for the man with the cat in places that only a man with a 
cat named Mr. Tom and off duty officers with powered skate boards could go. 
They caught up with Mr. Tom and his friend who had re-entered Bay Point 
by crossing the Meadows Golf Course, and they began talking to him shortly 
after they called BCSO for a second time. 

While waiting for the Sheriff’s Deputy to arrive, the conversation began again 
between the man from the lagoon and the officer now on a skateboard. The 
man from the lagoon, with Mr. Tom on his shoulder listening intently, told 
the officer who still had his uniform on, that the Bay Point Security Officers 
were very mean to him and really upset Mr. Tom and made him and Mr. 
Tom nervous--not realizing that the person he was talking to was in fact the 
same officer he had talked to earlier, only in a different setting. When the Bay 
County Sheriff’s Officers arrived, Mr. Tom surrendered immediately, followed 
by the man from the black lagoon. The BCSO gave them a ride home and they 
are living happily ever after—we hope!

There are a number of stories that are just as bizarre and just as funny as 
the one above and of course there are some that are serious and at times 
life threatening. Whether the stories are serious or full of humor, they are 
perhaps a mosaic of life in Bay Point, and in the end they reflect the various 
challenges that Bay Point Security officers face every day--problems, large 
and small, that are solved and resolved without much fanfare or notoriety.

It’s stories like this one about Mr. Tom and the man from the black lagoon 
that makes working in Bay Point Security interesting. However, the bulk of 
the work is, for the most part, mundane. It is the amount of effort that our 
Security Force puts into the everyday duties that is the true measure of our 
worth, and for that we can be thankful, for in the end it is a job well done and 
hopefully appreciated by all.    ■

SECURITY  REPORT   by JIM MOORE
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LETTERS/EMAILS/OPINIONS

Point of View from a “Roads Scholar”

You do not have to be a Rhodes Scholar to see when something is wrong.

If a visitor or prospective home buyer enters Bay Point, they will have to 
run the Bay Point road slalom course with its pot holes, depressions, holes, 
raised manhole covers and sewer grates.  Next they can enjoy looking at 
pods, RVs and other rule breaking items located in residents’ yards.  A trip 
across the beautiful Bonefish bridge and a right hand turn down the Wahoo 
Road Detention Center and look at the security it affords.

But wait, there is more.  They must be ever watchful for the underage drivers 
in overloaded golf carts running stop signs and generally not watching the 
road.

A  trip down Weakfish Way will bring them to the Bay Point Marina Annex 
owned and operated by non-Bay Point residents.  Be sure they take in the 
covered-over wetlands.

As a 43-year property owner and a 20-year homeowner, I am sad to say 
that Bay Point has never been in such bad condition.  Hurricane Michael 
devastated Bay Point of course, but residents were given a year suspension 
of the rules to get their homes and properties in order.  Almost 2 years 
later some residents are still ignoring the rules and our once PREMIER 
community in Bay County is now just another community.  So sad!                                                                                                                                  
                 Dean Resch  
                                           Bay Point Resident

Let me introduce myself. I am Lyn Seanor Powell, the owner of Colours 
Hair Salon, here on the beach. Since the pandemic shut us down, which was 
very costly, we have come back better and stronger. I must say, a little slow 
at first, but over time things have bounced back.

All the new mandates changing back and forth became frustrating. Because 
of this, I made my own business rules--

 Everyone who enters the salon MUST wear a face mask. If you don’t have 
one, we will provide one for you, free of charge.

After each client, the entire area is disinfected and sanitized; after each 
workday we run a hospital grade UV sterilization light for an hour. This kills 
anything left on all sufaces and in the air. 

I am pleased to announce that we have opened a private sterile room. This 
is designed to make the client with underlying health issues feel safer in 
the salon enviroment. There will be a private back entrance for the client to 
enter. After each client, the room will be sanitized with the UV light. This 
will be by appointment only, and there will be a slight upcharge for this 
service.

I hope this brings back most of you who have felt afraid to come in. I have 
been working hard to maintain a germ free enviroment and am going above 
and beyond State mandates to keep ALL of us safe. 

Peace be with you and may God bless.           
                  Sincerely,                    
           Lyn Seanor Powell  

Dee Pasquale, who has been splitting her time the last few years between     
Bay Point and Colorado, is glad she stayed in Florida this summer. Her  
daughter, Lisa, sent this photo of the sky in Golden during the August wild  
fires in Colorado. Lisa said if you leave your car outside at night, you might 
find a layer of ashes on it. That’s how bad the forest fire are, and there are 
several of them. One is near Winter Park ski resort.

EVEN THE SUN IS ON FIRE IN COLORADO!
I have had a second home in Bay Point for many years and I have enjoyed 
my time there a lot. The October 2018 Hurricane Michael made a lot of 
unexpected, unwanted and unnecessary changes to the landscape within 
Bay Point, and to me it was very disappointing. Thousands of trees missing 
and the change in the Meadows from a golf course to an eyesore are very 
disheatening as well as disappointing. For a very long time it seemed as if 
the community would never come back to life or even recover, but while slow 
improvements are beginning to collectively make a difference, it is now clear 
that we are well underway and will fully recover as a community in the next 
year or so. 

However, on the horizon awaits a different and more complicated problem. 
Like almost everyone else, I worry about the fate of the Meadows Golf 
Course beause I fear that however the golf course goes, so goes the rest of 
the Bay Point community. Opening a golf course is a tricky business and 
few communities that take on that kind of a responsibility or challenge are 
successful. On the other hand, to allow that area to be developed by those 
with no skin in the game, such as a long term stake in the future of Bay Point, 
would result, I am certain, in a community disaster.

Housing that does not match or blend with the initial community intentions 
as described in the Bay Point documents would, I’m afraid, devalue our 
present community--both the homes and the condominiums. So while I have 
no idea just what would work, I have, I believe, a very good understanding 
of what will not work or benefit this community. What will not work is 
attempting to operate a golf course on the cheap and with friends in charge 
rather than professionals in running the daily operations. Keeping clients 
coming to your golf course and spending money to be there is as much an art 
as it is business ability, and that blend of art and business acumen is difficult 
to achieve and/or maintain. 

So I guess I agree with those who think we should own the golf course, but 
I have no idea what would be best or what we should do after the purchase. 
Hopefully, someone will come forward with the perfect plan---and soon. I 
know I’m anxious--how about you?                                                                                               

                  
Hal Labatt
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Dear Bay Point Residents,

We sincerely appreciate the many inquiries about the future of the 
Rick Seltzer Community Park, especially with the recent removal of the 
playground equipment. The Rick Seltzer Community Park has been a beloved 
community asset for the last twenty years, and the park is now going through 
a transitional time and needs your support. Many families have enjoyed the 
park amenities, but few know of its history.  In this light, we would like to 
share the past, present, and future plans with our neighbors in the Bay Point 
community. 

THE OPENING OF THE PARK

Rick Seltzer was a devoted community leader who served on the Bay County 
Commission, founded a successful real estate development company, and 
served on several development boards in Bay County. He was stationed at 
Tyndall Air Force Base in the mid-1970s, and fell in love with the area. After 
his medical retirement from the Air Force, he made Panama City his home 
and moved to Bay Point in 1985, where he remained until his death.

In 1997, Rick was diagnosed with leukemia and unfortunately lost his short 
yet hard-fought battle in March 1998. His youngest son, Zack, was just two 
years old at that time. To memorialize Rick’s contributions to his community, 
and especially to his family, several friends and distinguished community 
leaders reached out to Rick's wife, Cindy Seltzer, to organize a children’s 
playground in his honor.

The Rick Seltzer Community Park was opened in 1999, under the financial 
support and leadership of a robust Board and Fundraising Committee. The 
park was the first and only of its kind in the Panama City Beach area.

PARK OPERATIONS

The Grand Lagoon communities were thrilled to have a children’s park in 
such close proximity to their various neighborhoods, and the park quickly 
became a favorite location for after school playdates and weekend birthday 
parties. In its early years, the park continued to be operated and funded by 
the Board and Fundraising Committee.

As with many non profits, the long term sustainability rests heavily on the 
shoulders of its Board Members. Over time, the Board ceased to formally 
operate the park. At that time, Cindy independently took on the park 
operations and financing. She garnered support from the Bay Point Women’s 
Club through an annual donation, security support from the BPCA, and basic 
grounds maintenance through the Sheraton Golf Club. These supportive 
efforts were greatly appreciated, but they were not enough to adequately 
run the park.  Cindy has therefore personally managed all operations and 
privately funded the park operations and upkeep, with the assistance of 
some individual donations over the years. However, this is not a sustainable 
model, and Cindy has been actively working over the last few years to recruit 
new Board Members and find opportunities for long lasting fundraising.  
Although it has been trying at times, Cindy has invested her heart and soul 
and proudly supported the park that bears the name of her husband.

HURRICANE MICHAEL and COVID

During the State mandated COVID park closure, Cindy conducted an 
assessment of the playground equipment. It was determined that the 
20-year-old playground equipment sustained significant and irreparable 
damage from Hurricane Michael. As a result of both the hurricane and over 
20 years of wear and tear, the playground equipment no longer meets safety 
guidelines set forth by the state of Florida, and would require costly upgrades 
to remain in compliance. With the safety of the community children as the 
park’s top priority, Cindy and her family made the difficult decision to tear 
down the existing playground with hopes of rebuilding in the future.

(continued on page 16)
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Bay Point Community Association Board

  In an Emergency, call 911 first, then Bay Point Security at 234-0124 

IMPORTANT  TELEPHONE  NUMBERS
  BPCA OFFICE .................  234-2727

  BAY POINT MARINA ....  235-6911

  BAY POINT NEWS .........  235-3579

  BAY POINT POST OFFICE. 233-1058

  BAY POINT SECURITY .. 234-0124

BAR 72 .................................. .  230-8860

TENNIS PRO SHOP.................  588-8202

CLUB MEADOWS PRO SHOP  235-6950
       
GOLF RESERVATIONS ..........  235-6909

SHERATON HOTEL ................. 236-6000

 Linda Corcoran, 2nd VP
251-554-7617

William Wanner, Pres.
708-1769, 890-2879

Denise Hindes, Treas.
234-2727

Don Connor
867-6317

Jose Velez
625-1117

Walt Rankin
588-2652

.Keith Connor
513-919-8167

Carl Selph, 1st VP
238-2108

  Acting General Manager:-Debra Haydn - dhaydn@baypointflorida.org
       BPCA Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 234-2727.(After hours: 234-0124)

  BPCA Office Staff:
          David Renneker, Comptroller - accounting@baypointflorida.org
          Wenda Higham, Admin. - admin@baypointflorida.org
          Lynn Gram, Admin.

  Director of Security: Jim Moore - 527-7090

Subscriptions to this Bay Point 
paper are available to non-residents 
for $20 a year. Please send temporary 
or permanent address changes to the 
BPCA Office, Box 27578, Bay Point, 
FL 32411. 

Teri Hord
Hal Labatt
Jeff Marti
Jim Moore

Emails/Letters to the Editor Policy 
Content must pertain specifically to the 
Bay Point community, address issues, and 
tone must be civil. Emails and letters may 
be edited for space and clarity, and editor 
reserves the right to select for publication a 
representative letter from several submitted 
on the same subject & to solicit letters to 
balance opinion. 

Editorial Leave photos, articles, 
letters to the editor, news or calendar 
events on the doorstep of 397 Wahoo 
Road, or email baypointnews@
comcast.net or call 235-3579. Please 
be sure to include your name and 
phone number.

BAY POINT NEWS
P.O. Box 27578, Panama City, FL 32411-7578 

  Bay Point News is published once a month by Bay Point News LLC  for all 
Bay Point homeowners, visitors to Bay Point and the Sheraton Bay Point Resort.

Editor 
  Jane Moore
Copy Editor
Diane Rogers

 Production
  Jim Moore

Advertisers 
For rates & information, email 

baypointnews@comcast.net 
or call 235-3579

     Contributing Writers

Jo Ann Day, Secretary
850-236-9728

If you would like to advertise
in this paper, please call 235-3579

or email baypointnews@comcast.net
for rates and information.

Dan Matthews
703-628-6211

Walter Rankin
Dean Resch
Lyn Seanor Powell

COASTAL BAY LAWN CARE
Commercial & Residential

Landscaping Design & Installation
Bay Point references on request.

Jamie Pickett - 850.625.4320

Kevin Lynn
850-236-4200

EVENTS AND UPDATES FROM THE SHERATON

Hours of Operation

TIDES Restaurant, Daily 7 a.m.-11 a.m. (only)

FLIP FLOPS POOL BAR, Daily 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

PELICAN’S, Wednesday-Sunday 3 p.m.-9 p.m. (closed Mon. & Tues.)

BAR 72, Daily 11 a.m.-5 p.m. -- Now with a full lunch menu again!

SERENITY SPA, Thursday-Sunday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

(NOTE: Community Cards were mailed out--with 2 breakaway cards that 
you can use at any dining outlet for a 20% discount!)

 NEW POOL PASS - When you dine at Flip Flops or Pelican’s, you can    
enjoy the pool too, with our NEW Pool Pass. $10 adults and $5 kids. This  
includes access to the bay beach. Purchase from your server.

LABOR DAY WEEKEND . . . 

Sunday: Backyard BBQ (Bayside) 4 p.m-7 p.m. ($18/adults & $10/kids) 
Ribs, Chicken, Burgers and Dogs with all the fixins and sides. Plenty of space 
to spread out and celebrate. 

Monday: Pool Party - Pools open to all . . . come and enjoy food and drink 
specials at Flip Flops!  

(We’ll also have “Dive in Movies” on Saturday & Sunday nights at 7:30 p.m.) 

Other Events and Updates

Yoga is still happening on Friday & Saturday mornings at 9 a.m. under the 
Pavilion. Reservations required, 850-236-6028.

On September 1st we will welcome back Joyful Eniquez to our Art Exhibit. 
Come by and check it out!

The SAVE THE BAY Golf Tournament will be November 14th. If you 
haven’t signed up yet or need more info, please call 850-814-5365 or email 
Marketing@SheratonPCB.com

Golf & Tennis -  Daily

For additional information or any resort related questions, the community is 
invited to call the Executive Sales Office at 850-236-6033 for assistance.   
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IMMEDIATE AND FUTURE PLANS

 Rick Seltzer Community Park is going to come back stronger and 
better than ever. Cindy has recruited new Board Members and 
will fill the remaining seats to formalize the governance of the 
park operations and funding. The Board is currently working on 
a two-step re-opening process and assembling a capital budget for 
needed park infrastructure improvements.  

Current Improvements:
     ● New protective net on driving range (golf course         
         responsibility)
     ● Remove all playground structure debris
     ● Turf management and sandbox top dressing
     ● Replace basketball backboards
     ● Replace swings
     ● Install temporary volleyball nets
     ● Repair damaged irrigation system

Planned improvements:
     ● New playground structure
     ● New sod
     ● Pave parking lot
     ● Replace fence
     ● Refurbish walking path

We are so honored to have this community asset named after 
our father, and it is our desire to keep the park running for 
generations to come. We hope that you will all be a part of building 
a sustainable future for the park that we all have enjoyed having in 
our backyard. 

Finally, we’d like to thank everyone who has donated their time, 
effort or money recently or in the past. Donations are the number 
one way that community members can assist the rebuilding of the 
park. A more formal campaign will be announced in the coming 
weeks, but we welcome your tax deductible donation at any time. 
Checks may be sent to P.O. Box 27431 or you may  donate via our 
GoFundMe general fund campaign: 
 https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/general-fund6/                
 rickseltzercommunityparkinc 

As future plans and funding needs are clarified, more 
information will be forthcoming and will be shared via Bay 
Point communication channels and the Rick Seltzer Community 
Park Facebook page. Thank you everyone for your patience and 
understanding. Together, we can build a sustainable park for the 
children of our community. 

Kind regards, 
Catherine Seltzer Mitchell and Zack Seltzer 

Rick Seltzer Community Park Board Members 
and Bay Point Residents


