
     The Post Office volume of mail and packages has increased significantly 
year after year. Some days the volume is already at Christmas season levels. 
We have continued the drive to automation and efficiency with the Pitney-
Bowes stamp system. However, the USPS problems are affecting us as 
receipt of non-sorted mail is more frequent, which affects the speed of our 
own daily distribution. First class mail gets distributed first and is current 
at the end of each day. Packages are also put up by the end of the day, but 
not as early as preferred. We are once again contacting the USPS to seek an 
increase in payments to us.

     We are conducting a road impact fee study during September. Security is 
recording trucks entering our community. We will review reslts and bring a 
proposal to the board in October.

     We are still awaiting material to repair and open the Reflections Gate 
and complete the back gate modifications to provide 24-hour access to 
emergency vehicles. The virus has affected supply and distribution of many 
items we have ordered.

     We are working on the revitalization of covenants and restrictions for a 
couple of associations, and progress is being made with the help of some 
interested property owners. We appreciate their support.

     We will be mailing out a survey to Bay Point property owners in the 
coming weeks to collect data regarding our population. The survey data 
collected will be anonymous (no names). We will be asking about the 
number of people living in the household, their ages and other census-
like information. The collected data will be used to help us plan for future 
improvements in Bay Point.

     We thank Mike Williams for providing us with the weather forecasts 
regarding storms headed our way. He has access to some specialized 
information that is not generally available to the local news and weather 
stations.

Yours truly gave the Bay Point West property owners 
organization update. Key points being:

     Tami Sederquist has agreed to accept the position of Chairperson for the 
Bay Point West Roads and Grounds Committee. We’re continuing to send 
out letters regarding needed lawn care and have expanded into the area of 
outside home maintenance and appearance.

     The Architectural Review Committee, chaired by Steve Hord, is meeting, 
as usual, on the first and third Tuesdays of the month. Everyone is reminded 
that they need to get their project requests turned in to the office by Friday 
noon before the meeting, and a check for any required road impact fees 
should be attached.

 Dan Matthews gave the Infrastructure Committee Report            
with the following information:

Residents Gate Update: DAG and SCE have begun planning to take core 
samples to help us select the new guardhouse loc

by WALTER RANKIN

September 2020 BPCA Board Meetings 

                              (continued on page 2)

We have held three BPCA meetings since I last reported to you. The first 
was a special meeting held on August 31, 2020. The first part of this meeting 
was closed to the membership because we were considering, discussing, and 
approving pay raises for the Bay Point Security staff and comptroller. The 
second half of the meeting was open to the membership. We used this time 
to discuss and approve hiring a professional land-use contractor to asist us 
with planning the future use of Bay Point-owned property.

Our regularly scheduled BPCA meeting was held on September 14th, 2020. 
After everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, it was 
established that we had a quorum. President Wanner opened the meeting by 
asking for property owners’ comments.

There was a resident who complained that BPCA should not be providing 
security drive-throughs at the Preserve. Carl Selph responded that the 
total time for each drive-through is just over an hour, and we’re only doing 
one per day. Moreover, we have run the numbers and we are being paid 
sufficiently to cover all of our costs with an excess of about 30%. It is my 
personal opinion that any mischief that gets started over at The Preserve 
will soon move into Bay Point; thus the drive-throughs are beneficial for The 
Preserve and for Bay Point.

Another resident asked whether we only run one security truck at a time 
during the evening/night hours. She was answered in the affirmative with 
an assurance that we can call in additional security resources very quickly if 
necessary. We own two trucks--and several security personnel live here in 
Bay Point.

After the routine business approvals, Denise Hindes gave the Financial 
Report, primarily reporting on the following activities of the Finance 
Committee.

     ●  We are considering changes as to how we charge the road impact fee     
         for heavy trucks that use our roads. During the month of September,  
         we are collecting data on all of the trucks that come through our gates.     
         The data will be used as input into our new charging policy.

     ●  The payment of training costs required for security personnel to     
         receive their Class D license was discussed and the Finance Committee  
        recommended that BPCA make payment of these costs, with the security  
         personnel agreeing to reimburse BPCA in full, over time.

     ●  Marina View Park grass mowing was approved by the Finance      
         Committee.

     ● The Finance Committee recommends approval of Bay County Chamber  
        of Commerce membership for BPCA.

Bill Wanner then gave the President’s Report. The highlights are:

     The summer concerts are over and were well received by the community. 
Thanks, Tracy, and the food truck organizer, Dan Matthews. We are looking 
at possible tailgate event(s) for at least one afternoon football game, and of 
course the Halloween witches’ ride is also in the planning. Dan Matthews 
added that the dates for the tailgate events being considered are November 1 
and November 28.

    Marina reconstruction work continues.     
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BPCA Meetings   -   (continued from page 1)

Waste Water Repairs: There are two significant storm drainage issues 
that are in need of early attention. One such issue is at 350 Wahoo Road. 
This fix will require the repair to a portion of the homeowner’s brick paver 
driveway. SCE has forwarded a copy of the proposed remedy to BPCA, and 
this plan must be reviewed with the homeowner. The other issue is the 
drainage issue in Dragon Ridge. A proposed solution was offered by SCE, 
and action should begin shortly on this storm drain issue. After the recent 
significant period of heavy rains pooling water at the head of the Wahoo 
Road cul-de-sac in the 452 Wahoo Road area was noted, the water ran nearly 
up to the houses. SCE, SE Dirtworks were consulted on the issue and a 
planed project has been proposed. This fix will cost an estimated $11,000.

Legend Hills Gate Update: The Worthouse roofing material is now on 
site. CMR, the original roofing contractor, has decided not to install the roof. 
Three additional contractors have submitted bids for the completion of the 
work. The board approved signing a contract with the low bidder. The new 
wall signage is in production and will be mounted by the end of September.

Signage Update: BPCA, Broadway Signs (Lynn Haven) and Gulf Glo 
Signs (PCB) are working on completing the signage updates for Bay Point. 
Broadway has the signage for our gate walls in production and Gulf Flo is 
working to produce new signage for the Thomas Drive Gate (No Trucks, 
No Contracors, No exceptions). They will also refurbish the neighborhood 
monument signs and produce several more speed hump signs. Naun’s 
Handyman Service will begin the replacement of the Bay Point logo stickers 
on the various street signs around Bay Point. This effort will require a few 
weeks to accomplish.

Carl Selph reported for Security, making the following points:

We have been and will continue to issue lots of citations for illegal parking. 
Illegal parking has a direct impact on the safety of walkers, bikers, golf carts 
and automobile traffic here in Bay Point.

There is still too much under-age golf cart driving. We will continue to 
emphasize with our Security Patrol Officers that this is a high priority 
infraction that must be dealt with.   

The glass we ordered for the back gatehouse was finally received and found 
to be the wrong size. The glass contractor measured incorrectly. It has been 
re-ordered.  The repair parts required by the Reflections Gate are still on 
back order.

New Business:  The last item of business was the consideration of a change 
to the BPIA bylaws. We voted to approve the addition of the following 
language: “A natural person possessing a life estate interest in BPIA property 
is considered a property owner.” This will allow properties held in the name 
of a corporation to assign a life estate interest to an individual. This will allow 
that individual to run for a seat on the BPCA Board, should they desire to do 
so.

There being no additional business, the meeting was adjourned.  ■

BILL SPANN’S STATEMENT TO THE BPCA DIRECTORS  

The offer to purchase the Bay Point golf assets, owned by Torchlight 
Investors, that you are reviewing today was crafted only after extensive 
consideration of the future needs of the Bay Point community. The entire 
effort has been and will continue to be, directed to achieving the overarching 
goal of putting control of the assets that will determine the future of Bay 
Point into the hands of the community itself.

Although the offer is addressed to the purchase of two golf courses, their 
attendant facilities and other assets, the offer is not about the golf courses. 
It is not about Club Meadows. It is about the value of every piece of 
residential real estate in Bay Point. It is about providing the community the 
ability to plan for tomorrow, to enrich the Bay Point lifestyle and to have 
the opportunity to protect the financial investments made here and the 
attachments we have all made to home, family, friends and security.

The process leading to this meeting started at a point of conflict between 
the community and Torchlight. But that conflict has long ago given way to 
a common effort to identify solutions. In that process, the two sides have 
identified points of common interest and considered steps to achieve what is 
best for the community as a whole.

We have come to a better understanding of what we might do as owners of 
the golf courses to improve the resort experience for guests of Sheraton’s Bay 
Point Resort. I believe that Torchlight’s representatives have also gained in 
their appreciation of our commitment to enhance the investment Torchlight 
has made at Bay Point.

The discussions have not been conducted without rancor, but week-by-week, 
day-by-day, we have moved forward and come ever closer to an agreement in 
the best interests of both parties.

The offer, as it stands, reflects what we have learned from the information 
that Torchlight has willingly provided. It reflects what we have learned from 
appraisers, the real estate community, from counsel, from financial experts, 
from community planners, and from the deep well of experiences of other 
comunities that faced the same challenges that Bay Point now faces.

Above all, we have been mindful of what we have learned and continue to 
learn from the community. Those of us who have worked on this project have 
done so with roots buried deep in Bay Point. We are your neighbors. It is our 
neighborhood that we have represented.

We ask you to move forward and take the next step so that the immense task 
of due-diligence can begin, so that discussions between neighbors  can be 
grounded in facts, so that questions yet unasked can be answered.  ■

The third meeting was held on September 22nd to discuss and vote on 
a proposal for Bay Point to offer to buy both golf courses for a price of 
$4,350,000. The board unanimously approved a motion to make the 
offer. The offer contains “out clauses” that allow us to rescind the offer if the 
funding, in the form of a special assessment, isn’t approved by the BPCA 
membership or if we cannot get financing for the purchase.

Buying the golf courses gives us a huge amount of flexibility to map out the 
future of Bay Point to be the premier community in the Florida panhandle 
and significantly incrrease our property values. Currently we are planning 
on reopening the Meadows golf course. However, the configuration may 
be modified a bit to provide land for our use in building a clubhouse, 
community swimming pool or other desirable amenities.  ■

For “detailed” landscaping, email Mustard Seed Landscaping at

mustardseedscapes@gmail.com
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MEN’S GOLF   by Jeff Marti 
2020           

“If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew/ to serve your turn long 
after they are gone/And so hold on when there is nothing in you/ Except the 
Will which says to them: ‘Hold on!”    --Rudyard Kipling

Chuck Knoblauch was a professional major league baseball player who in 
1991, with the Minnesota Twins, was the American League Rookie of the 
year. He would go on to win the Golden Glove award for fielding, hit .310, 
.320 and .315 in consecutive years and was slated to be inducted into the Hall 
of Fame before legal difficulties cancelled his nomination. Knoblauch was a 
second baseman with a strong throwing arm until, inexplicably, his throws 
to first began to go wild, even at one point, beaning a spectator in the stands 
above first base.He sought counseling from psychologists, medical doctors, 
probably even spiritual guidance, to correct his problem. All to no avail, and 
his career ended with a sigh. The colloquial explanation for Knoblauch’s 
trouble is known as the “yips.”  Enter the golf part of this column.

Good golfers, even great golfers, somehow become doubtful of their ability 
to complete certain shots. A once easy 20-foot chip to the green turns into 
a nightmare whiff or gouge. A simple 5 foot putt is a cause for trembling, 
sweating, cursing and muttering that turns into a double hit or even the 
inability to complete the hit, finally ending in a spastic jab that has no 
chance of reaching the hole. Generally, full shots that require maximum 
effort are spared from such misery, but occasionally even the drive off the 
tee is truncated and unreliable. Woe betide the afflicted: there is no cure. 
Once established, the yips linger like the nagging doubt that maybe you 
should have studied to become a dentist rather than marrying your high 
school girlfriend and working for her father. Many golfers, outraged by the 
indignity, quit the game. Many others quietly sob, pay their bets and hope for 
redemption, which never comes.

Bay Point MGA September game is a Mens/Ladies scramble on the 25th, 
after press deadline. October game is on the 9th. If you are interested in 
joining, please visit the mgabaypoint.com website.   ■
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GOLF VILLAS II – Hurricane Michael Update: 2 Years Post

We will all mark the second anniversary of Hurricane Michael in different 
ways. As one of two Golf Villas II 2018 board members who is on the 
current board looks back at what was accomplished over the past two years 
with great pride. We note that the HOA released all homes back to the 
owners on 1 July 2019, that we had only one small special assessment, and 
that we never raised quarterlies.  

It is also with pride that we say our teamwork resulted in a settlement with 
our carrier that was fair. Thanks to our landscaping team and director, 
Golf Villas II is looking great and we continue to make repairs and 
improvements. Of the utmost pride is that our board, our amazing general 
contractor and support staff, including Jan Gould, who put off retirement 
for a year to help us out, worked so well together, and transitioned new 
directors seamlessly. As well as looking great, Golf Villas II functions and is 
moving forward. 

On this second anniversary of Hurricane Michael, we are proud, and we 
also know we were very lucky. It was, as the saying goes, a steep learning 
curve. After settling with the carrier in March, the board put together the 
following “Lessons Learned” to assist any future board in the same position.  
We pray no one will need to test them, but we hope you will find the 
recommendations helpful in preparation for the possibility. 

And finally, as we listen to stories around Bay Point, along with pride, we 
share frustration with Bay Point boards: the owner who shows up once 
in two years and trashes everyone publicly; do-nothing divas and Little 
Lord Fauntleroys who fled work and think the board is paid personal 
staff;  owners who rant and accuse, but whose names never make it onto 
the volunteer list.  And of course our “special” owners whose behavior is 
completely destructive to board volunteerism. To our beleaguered sister 
boards in Bay Point, THANK YOU for your hard work!                                                                
                         --Meredith Shaw, Secretary                         
           Golf Villas II

Hurricane Michael Recovery

LESSONS LEARNED

After the rebuilding and mediation process, GVII completed its claim with 
our carrier in March, 2020. We want to document lessons learned for any 
board in the future that may be faced with similar circumstances. The overall 
project was very successful by any community measure.  GVII returned the 
units that had to be vacated back over to owners on 1 July 2019, owners were 
assessed one assessment of $150,000, or an average of $5,000 per unit, 
which covered the deductible and debris removal, and quarterly assessments 
stayed unchanged, as the lowest in Bay Point. Lessons learned are laid out 
in 2 parts. The “Lessons Learned” section encompasses early decisions that 
were ultimately critical to the successful physical and financial completion 
of the recovery. We hope these will be useful to any board in the future in 
similar circumstances.  The second part consists of “Recommendations” 
from the board for things we would absolutely do again, and things we would 
do differently as a board in this situation.

1.  ASSESSMENT AND RECORD-KEEPING.  It was critical that the 
claim was initiated immediately (by a non-board owner from out of state 
who had   communications), so we had an adjuster onsite within a week. It 
was critical that we worked hand in hand with the adjusters, remediators, 
contractor and board members. Each unit was inspected multiple times, with 
a minimum of 2 people documenting damage assessment on each occasion. 
There was NO question about the extent of damage and documentation 
during mediation, and it assisted owners with HO-6 claims. 

2. HOA LED GOOD FAITH EFFORT WITH CARRIER.  As stated 
by the judge who performed our mediation, post-mediation, “You did 
everything right” with respect to how the HOA worked with our carrier. He 
noted that we did not do an “Assignment of Benefits,” we did not go to a

public adjuster, and we worked hand in hand with the carrier until payment 
stopped coming. We used an attorney when that occurred, not a public 
adjuster. Additionally, ServPro was paid through the HOA, and we had 
stated early on that we would only pay for carrier authorized work. All of 
these things laid the groundwork for a clean mediation, and suit, had it been 
necessary.

3. ABILITY TO ACT DECISIVELY. As a board, we were able to act 
decisively. Four of five officers and directors were onsite on 11 October and 
led recovery efforts. Literally, EVERY board member took on an aactive 
role in decision-making and some other function. The board, along with the 
bookkeeper and CAM, had a long history of trust, respect and working issues 
together. This afforded us a great time advantage. The policy that every board 
member approve every email sent by the HOA to homeowners, both as a 
group and individually, and be copied on all emails from owners, was critical 
to good communication and the long-term cohesion of theBoard.

4. ABILITY TO ACT QUCKLY -- MONEY.  We had the immediate use of 
an open line of credit, which allowed us to act with urgency.

5. ABILITY TO ACT QUICKLY -- PEOPLE. We will never be able to 
gauge the value of having a contractor onsite the day after the storm, with a 
crew, who was helping the entire community with tarping and debris removal. 
We were months ahead of other associations from the beginning, for this 
reason. It would behoove an HOA to have a pre-existing agreement for debris 
removal for access and tarping for damage control.

6. WE WERE UNDERINSURED. If either building 1, 3 or 4 had suffered 
the damage that building 2 did, we would have been underinsured.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. PODS were constantly an issue, blocking construction vehicles and taking 
up all maneuvering space in the parking lot. Require them to be stored off 
site.

2. There may be a time when it is too dangerous and costly to have residents 
onsite, particularly if they are not a part of the rebuild process. They are 
unaware, or don’t understand, and they fail to follow instructions, which 
makes them dangerous and an insurance liability. Their cars get damaged, 
they break seals on units during air testing, they install gutters before roof 
and fascia repairs are done, etc., etc. Work has to be redone, and in the case 
of the air testing, it cost the association significant time and money. It is 
simply too difficult and dangerous for people to reside in what is essentially 
a construction zone when they cannot follow signs and instructions. Owners 
were removed at Lagoon Towers. It would have significantly decreased time 
required for GVII to rebuild if residents not involved in the rebuild had been 
kept off premises during certain phases of construction.

3. Select a focal point for communication and run ALL homeowner Board 
communication through it so there is no confusion and a written record.  ■                           
        --Meredith Shaw

THE MAN IN THE ARENA

 It is not the critic who counts, not the man who 
points out how the strong man stumbles, or where 
the doer of deeds could have done them better. The 
credit belongs to the man who is actually in the 
arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and 
blood, who strives valiantly, who errs, who comes 
short again and again, who spends himself in a 
worthy cause, who at the best knows in the end the 
triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, 
if he fails while daring greatly, so that his place 
shall never be with those cold and timid souls who 
neither know victory or defeat.                                                      

     --Teddy Roosevelt
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All at once the summer of 2020 descended upon us with relentless days of temperatures in excess of 95 degrees being the norm and 
relief being nowhere in sight. Just leaving your home was fraught with danger as the Covid-19 virus from a foreign land made the 
wearing of a mask in this stifling heat necessary in an effort to prevent getting (or giving) this deadly contagious disease . . .  And then 
came the rain!!



This picture, while not 
perfect, shows three 
boys who live outside of 
Bay Point, developing a 
pathway into Bay Point 
under the fence. This by 
any definition is illegal 
entry into Bay Point and 
carries a fine of $250. 

From information we  
have received, these 
boys like to jump off the 
Bonefish Bridge, and we 
would like to prevent   
them from doing that     
for their own safety.   
When we catch them, and 
I expect we will, we will 
issue citations, and if they 
are not residents, trespass 
them, and if they reappear 
again, we will send them 
off to jail!
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SECURITY  REPORT   by JIM MOORE

One thing is clear. Almost everyone agrees that there is a need for rules, 
regulations and the law. Very few people from any walk of life, when asked, 
would disagree with this seemingly long time settled premise. There are, 
however, a few caveats that must apply for one reason or another to the 
enforcement of these rules, regulations and laws. An exemption is expected 
by some who assume they are part of an elite class and therefore deserve 
certain privileges. The idea that there are rules, regulations and laws that 
apply to thee but not to me underscores why strict enforcement with few 
exceptions is necessary. 

A micro version of this elitist entitlement theory is evident when you examine 
the expectations that a few have when they purchase a home in a gated 
community. The notion that exceptions for a few to the rules and regulations 
seems to be not only in vogue but are expected; in spite of notices to the 
contrary being published and available on-line by most gated communities 
such as Bay Point. Usually Community Associations insist that new owners 
or residents become familiar with and adhere to the rules and regulations 
as written. After all, these rules are an important reason for living in a gated 
community such as Bay Point . . . but should they apply to everyone all the 
time? That seems to be the question.

As a community and in an effort to maintain a record of those living in or 
visiting Bay Point, Security is tasked with the responsibility of maintaining 
that record as it applies to Bay Point. To do this, the Bay Point Community 
Association strategically maintains a half dozen points of entry that are 
meant to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to conveniently enter and 
move around in Bay Point while remaining in compliance with our rules and 
regulations as written. This might come as a surprise to a few, but we do not 
honor the notion that there are exceptions to the rules and regulations for any 
group or person living in Bay Point. 

Much like the USA, where millions of outsiders each year attempt to enter 
legally and illegally to gain access to the privileges and opportunities available 
in this great nation; our Bay Point boundary problems are similar in nature 
but of course on a much lesser scale. One reason these outsiders, often 
encouraged by a few resident friends or relatives, attempt an illegal entry is 
because they assume restrictions will not be enforced--and even if they are, 
those restrictions apply to others. There is often an erroneous assumption that 
these rules and regulations are not enforceable, and that those charged with 
the enforcement of the rules and regulations are inept and not nearly as smart 
as potential perpetrators. So, besides it being just a shortcut to the home of 
a friend or a relative, why not have some fun and use this illegal entry as an 
opportunity to plaster graffiti on areas within Bay Point--or other malicious 
behavior such as knocking down signs, or riding on overloaded golf carts 
that may have been involved in potential and actual accidents where serious 
injuries have occurred or endangered bystanders and pedestrians.  

Jumping off the Bonefish Bridge is not only stupid; it is also dangerous. 
The tide swing is two to three feet at low tide. Below the bridge at low tide 
the water is often only 4 to 5 feet deep. At low tide from the bottom of the 
bridge to the low tide water line the drop is about fifteen feet. The point on 
the bridge railing from which the jump is made is an additional 5 feet, which 
means that a person jumping off the bridge at low tide encounters a 20-foot 
drop into a potential 4 feet of water. What is floating in the canal is never 
known, but hitting an object after a 20-foot fall cannot be a good thing. 

Bay Point Security will do all it can to protect the youth from themselves and 
protect the Bay Point Community from this unnecessary type of liability. 

And so it is, that we do our best in security to assist people in need when 
necessary and we endeavor to keep Bay Point residents safe and secure using 
the tools available. We cannot arrest or detain anyone but we can have those 
we find in non-compliance with our rules and regulations trespassed, fined, or 
in certain cases, arrested by the BCSO. Every month is different and it seems 
the goalposts are in continual motion, and therefore we continually have to 
re-adjust and re-assess for each situation. What we cannot assure people is 
that we can get anything done in a rush, but I can assure you we are relentless 
once we understand the problem and begin an undertaking. We have a very 
good crew who do their best to get things right and to assist the residents of 
Bay Point. We appreciate your comments pointing out both the good and 
the bad--and after some consideration, we implement the necessary changes 
to re-adjust and improve our service. Thanks to all of you and take care--we 
wish you well. Remember we still have 45 days till the official end of the 2020 
hurricane season, so stay safe and stay prepared.     ■            

A few nights ago at about two o’clock in the morning, Officer Horvath, who 
has been a Bay Point Security Officer for a number of years, was advised 
that four males were out driving their golf cart without lights. They were 
also traveling to various points using Delwood and Jan Cooley roads, while 
drinking beer and remaining in stealth mode with lights out. Officer Horvath 
called the Bay County Sheriff’s office and tracked the golf cart on roads within 
and associated with travel to and from various parts of Bay Point. Officer 
Horvath watched as the cart crossed the golf course until BCSO arrived. Three 
County cars and three Sheriff Officers arrived on the scene and instructed the 
four early morning beer drinkers to exit the golf course. The Sheriff Officers 
put the boys in handcuffs and emptied the remaining cans of unopened 
beer. The boys were in the 20-year-old range, college students; one was a 
resident and the others were not. The resident suddenly realized that he was 
in trouble, and having this type of activity on his resume, if it happened, could 
be a problem. The three non-residents were trespassed from Bay Point, and 
if they show up in this community again, they will be arrested and put in jail. 
The resident student pleaded with Officer Horvath to not persue any further 
action, promising that he would not cause any further problems. This young 
man was a person of interest to Bay Point security for a long period of time 
before this incident.

Going away to college and assuming Bay Point Security is ineffective and 
would not remember him as a person of interest was a mistake. The belief 
that resuming his past behavior when he came home could be accomplished 
without risk was the second mistake. Security counts on this lack of respect 
and good behavior to encourage troublemakers to overplay their hand. Officer 
Horvath was the right person in the right place at the right time. Getting the 
parents involved in situations such as this is desired in the hopes that young 
men and women who want to just raise hell without consequences will learn 
a lesson before it is too late. On this night, half a case of beer was dumped on 
the sidewalk, the boys got a ride home with an angry mother, followed by a 
father driving the wayward golf cart. These boys were lucky because driving a 
golf cart without lights within Bay Point--or worse yet, outside on the public 
roadways encouraged to act stupid by the consumption of several beers, can 
have serious consequences especially if they are involved in an accident.

Three young boys from Martinique, who we 
suspect have been jumping off the Bonefish 

Bridge, are in the process of entering Bay Point 
illegally by tunneling under the fence.
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Most Original 
Stacey Fontaine

The annual BPYC scalloping trip was scheduled for 
Thursday, August 27, through Sunday, August 30, in 
St. Joe Bay. PC Jeff and Tampa Brooks on Slow Dancin 
set the fleet anchor in a part of St. Joe Bay called 
Eagle Harbor on Thursday afternoon. Arriving shortly 
thereafter were PC David and PD Landreth aboard 
Miss PD with their son, Wes, and long-time family 
friend, Mark Kissel; Ken and Marilyn Gummels aboard 
Galatea; and PC Tom McCoy aboard Foxy Lady. Our 
Fleet Captain, Lee Jones, was a late scratch due to 
mechanical problems. Very shortly thereafter, a strange 
phenomenon occurred: cocktails and hors d’oeuvres 
appeared aboard Slow Dancin! After an evening of 
conversation and indulgence, everyone headed to bed to 
be ready for Friday’s scallop hunt.

David and Tom dinghied into shore Friday morning to 
pick up our reserved pontoon for the day. The name 
of our pontoon was Turtle, and we shortly thereafter 
learned why! It was undoubtedly the slowest pontoon 
ever built! We could have paddled faster. Nevertheless, 
we returned to the raft-up with the pontoon and 
loaded the equipment and scallopers and headed for 
the scallop grounds. Unfortunately, the handheld 
GPSs, owned by David and Ken, which held numerous 
coordinates for previous successful spots, had died just 
the day before. Hard to imagine that, but it happened. 
So we had to go hunting with no high tech help. Didn’t 
seem fair! It was a beautiful day in beautiful clear water, 
but it was not our best day ever for finding the delicious 
mollusks. But after several stops, we did gather enough 
for everyone to have some as part of our dinner that 
night. Tampa, Tom and PD did all the shucking on the 
slow ride back to the raft-up and Tampa saute’d them. 
Delicious!

ANNUAL BPYC SCALLOPING TRIP

After a great meal and more indulgence, 
everyone retired to their boats for the evening, 
planning to hunt the scallop population the 
next day. Well, either none of us checked the 
weather forecast or the forecast was wrong. 
About 2 a.m., everyone was wakened by a 
wicked thunderstorm with lots of wind, rain 
and huge waves, making it difficult just to stay 
in bed! Saturday morning the storm was over, 
but the skies remained very dark and the wind 
and waves were more than anyone wanted to 
scallop in. 

Everyone decided to call it an adventure and 
headed back to Bay Point. This turned out to 
be a good decision snce it rained on us most of 
the way home. As our friend Mark likes to say, 
“It’s one of those boating things!” 

Nevertheless, it was a fun trip with lots of 
memories, and everyone is looking forward to 
the next BPYC fleet event.               

             --David Landreth
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BPYC’s KENTUCKY DERBY PARTY

     The Yacht Club’s annual Kentucky Derby party was hosted this year 
at the home of Tim Couty and Amy Cline. This year’s race marks the 
146th Kentucky Derby held in Louisville, Kentucky.                
     Traditionally the race is held the first Saturday in May, but this year 
it was moved to September 5th because of the Covid-19 pandemic.     
     Members and guests gathered that afternoon and enjoyed each 
other’s company as well as food and drink-- including Mint Juleps.   
     The “RUN FOR THE ROSES” this year was won by AUTHENTIC, a 
3-year-old colt trained by Bob Baffert.

Past Commodore Jack Kennedy, 
Commodore Bob Ginn, and Secretary Tim Couty

ooth Seas and Fair Skies,
Greg Taylor, Past Commodore

Bay Point Yacht Club

ooth Seas and Fair Skies,
Greg Taylor, Past Commodore

Bay Point Yacht Club

     Smooth Seas and Fair Skies . . .
                                                                Greg Taylor, Past Commodore

                                                                      Bay Point Yacht Club

   Past Commodore, Greg Taylor and his wife Margaret are            
   shown here with the results of several trips to area waters.    
   Two trips and five visits to St. Joe Bay produced five limits of  
   tasty scallops, and a trip to St. Andrews Bay yielded a nice    
   mess of blue crabs. Nature’s Bounty at its finest!   

AUGUST & SEPTEMBER’S BOUNTY OF THE SEA

THE CATCH

THE COUNT

THE HUNT



Sept. 17, 2020

The Bay County Sheriff’s Office announced the arrest of a local 
man for the solicitation of a child for sex acts using the internet. 
The arrest was made September 16, 2020, after a search warrant 
was served at the suspect’s residence by members of the Bay 
County Sheriff's Office Criminal Investigations Division, Crime 
Scene, and Patrol Division, along with special agents from the FBI. 
Arrested was local registered sexual offender, Gregory Whitman.

Whitman was identified as a suspect during the course of an 
investigation into those who prey on children online. Whitman 
believed he was soliciting a 14-year-old child on the internet. 
Whitman is currently on the sexual offender registry from charges 
including Kidnapping and Sexual Battery of a Child.

During the search of Whitman’s house, devices used to 
communicate online were seized, and Whitman was taken into custody. Gregory Ralph 
Whitman, age 57, was charged with one count of Solicitation of a Child for Sexual Acts via an 
Internet or Electronic Device, as well as two counts of Failing to Register Internet Identifiers 
with the Sexual Offender Registry. He was booked into the Bay County Jail and, as of today, 
remains in custody with no bond.

“This arrest proves again that those that prey on children adapt and use the latest technology 
and law enforcement must keep up to stop them,” Sheriff Ford said. “We will continue to 
actively combat this terrible crime with our local and federal partners, but parents and 
guardians are the first line of defense against child predators." Sheriff Ford asks parents and 
guardians to monitor children's activities on the internet closely, including what sites they visit 
and with whom they communicate.

###

   Prepared by R. Corley                                                                                                                                           
   Information by Lt. J. Mathis                                                                                                                                           
   Approved by Sheriff T. Ford
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COASTAL BAY LAWN CARE
Commercial & Residential

Landscaping Design & Installation
Bay Point references on request.

Jamie Pickett - 850.625.4320

KENTUCKY DERBY PARTYKENTUCKY DERBY PARTYKENTUCKY DERBY PARTY



I started this project with the BPCA and  BPWCPA 2015 administration. My 
blueprints were provided to the Architectural Review Committee and approval 
was given. The waterfront and Canal association was a different situation. I 
wanted the “No Profile Lift” for my boat so as not to obstruct the beauty of my 
wife’s view of the lagoon.. I did not want to look at I-Beams and lift motors. 
I was denied this option flatly by our Canal Association. I had to apply and 
receive a “permit variance” for this new hydraulic lift to be in the community. 
After one and a half years of negotiating changing positioning of the lift to 
suit, riparian surveys, drawings specifications, cross-sections of the lift and 
canal wall height, I continued. The Association has its own regulations for 
the Canal. I finally made a presentation to the Board and received the permit 
approval. This was after I had to change the position of the lift, the entrance to 
the lift  and the height of the lift, to meet the architectural requirements of the 
Canal Association’s (not my) architectural design. 
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LETTERS/EMAILS/OPINIONS

              

We keep hearing that an increase in our annual assessment is likely. 
We also keep hearing that the Bay Point Community Association 
Board of Directors may acquire the two golf courses. Either of those  
moves will mean additional costs to the residents of Bay Point. This 
comes at a time when economic uncertainty is the prevalent theme in 
many of our minds.

I feel sure that all Bay Point residents have been concerned about 
the closure of the Legends golf course and its future. Golf course 
management is a difficult and expensive endeavor. The present 
investment group for the golf courses and hotel property, Torchlight, 
has experienced several challenges since the time of their ownership. 
They faced a mold issue with the hotel property; they closed the 
Nicklaus Course for several months to redo the greens; they suffered, 
like the rest of us, from the destruction caused by Hurricane Michael; 
and from the lockdown from COVID-19. However, they are an 
investment group, and, as such, realize that investments are fraught 
with potential liability. It is my hope that re-opening the Meadows 
course would be something that Torchlight would reconsider, at least 
when the economy improves.

Bay Point Community Association, however, is not an investment 
group! We have no business getting into the management and 
ownership of golf courses! Numerous homeowner associations in 
Florida, and elsewhere, have attempted this, and most, if not all, 
have been loaded with additional cost overruns. Go online and type 
in HOAs and golf course ownership in Florida and you will see many 
articles that paint a bleak picture of such an arrangement. Not only 
would the initial purchase price add thousands of dollars to our 
individual assessment fees, but the ongoing expense of management 
and operation would likely mean additional, regular assessments just 
to cover that cost.

I have expressed my concern to the Board of Director members of our 
Association. I would hope that you, as fellow residents, would make 
your thoughts known as well.                                                                                                      
                           --Glenn Keebler

 

Concerns about Golf Courses

Community vs. Neighborhood

In response to the letter titled Point of view from a “Roads Scholar” 
in the September Bay Point News, I totally concur with Mr. Dean 
Resch’s conclusion regarding the current state of Bay Point.

I, too, have been a long time owner/resident snce 1995 and have seen 
the “community” become just another neighborhood vs. the”Premier” 
resort community it was years ago. Maybe a neighborhood is what the 
residents want now? Oh well, life goes on!        
                                      --Steve Geczy 

The tattered American flag at the Bay Point Marina entrance needs 
to be replaced.         
                       -- G. Clemens

CANAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERS

I set out to provide my family “My Wife’s Dream Home.” I have been coming 
here practically every year since 1962. My first home in Bay Point was on 
Trout Drive, 2011. I had that home for four years and was beginning the 
transition process to remodel. I had a boat lift installed and I am very familiar 
with the issues of canal walls. I was Blessed just prior to my retirement, to 
have the opportunity to buy Dee Pasquale’s home, 254 Marlin Circle, on 
the canal with a lagoon view. Dee is such a charming woman--she loved the 
update and enjoyed seeing it. The home was completely gutted. For me, 
an avid do-it-yourself person who takes pride in his work and reputation, 
this was my  dream come true--a blank slate for me to build my last house, 
according to my drawings and vision of the ultimate beach home that I could 
afford. 

The design at 254 Marlin Circle is simple, clean and very linear. I am very 
happy to have retained the charm of the home while updating and opening 
the house to the lagoon. I told my wife that we have two front yards! I was 
fortunate to meet Gina (Tullo Planning Group) a Bay Point resident. Gina 
took all my drawings and turned them into wonderful blueprints for my beach 
house. Many of you have been so kind as to stop and tell me you like the look. 
It is a continual work of love detailing certain areas. Whenever you see me 
out front mowing with the two golden retrievers, stop and I will show you my 
present to my wife. She will be coming down the first of the year, God Willing. 

I have been threatened with a lawsuit--defamation--and produced with 
a libel demand letter. (Cease communication, issue an apology, and pay 
$15,000.00.)

I provide the following truths, not to defame a neighbor but to be a neighbor. 
I will do my best not to have another family member go through what I have 
had to endure. Transparency. I pay a fee for an Association to protect my 
property and represent me, the property owner. I take offense at the judicial 
attempt to silence my opinion.

I was then informed I could not use the contractor that had done my previous 
boat lift on Trout Drive. This was after I had paid my existing contractor to 
pre-assemble the 12 feet by 30 feet platform in his shop, before installation 
on the water. I knew from my own experience, if you are not true on squaring 
the one foot by four feet docking material, the error multiplies. I had to use an 
approved contractor from a new Canal Association list. 

On the day it was scheduled to start, I got an email and phone call telling me 
they can’t start the project. Two representatives of the Canal Association came 
to the project, inform me I have to completely change the “No Profile Lift“ 
entry position and exit position and also move it to the other end of my dock. 
Understand this, I was told I had to move the lift back to my original design 
after 2 years fighting for that design. 

This product was built to specifications and has been sitting in my driveway 
and house for over 6 months. Trust me, I heard about the travertine pavers 
and lift in my yard, I didn’t like it one bit more than anyone else. It was 
embarrassing for me with the mess. Today I still do not have an answer for 
this undue requirement. These changes added completely unwarranted costs 
to the project but to what end for the association or community.  

                    (continued on page 15)
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Seeking religious freedom above all other things, the Pilgrims banned the 
celebration of Halloween as they stepped off the Mayflower onto American 
soil for the first time. 

The ban on a celebration having to do with Halloween remained in effect 
until 1845. This particular time was concurrent with the arrival of a number 
of Irish emigrants who fled Ireland in an effort to avoid the negative effects 
of the potato famine of 1845-1846. The Irish brought with them the Druid 
holiday, which has very much to do with the current celebration known as 
Halloween. 

Witches who associate in groups identified as covens come to life now on 
the last day of October; in fact Halloween and all  the quaint habits and 
celebrations are in one way or another associated with witchcraft. There is 
always a report--or at least a type of celebration--having to do with vampires, 
sorcery and witchcraft taking place in makeshift haunted houses located in 
the back yardss of people of all religious faith across the country. 

These celebrations are commonplace, and they are anticipated and looked 
forward to by thousands of boys and girls of all ages. Planning for events 
associated with a Halloween celebration begins early and is often unique and 
complicated; things that jump out or blow up in simulations meant to scare 
the bejesus out of the unsuspecting, bring a sense of excitement to those who 
do the planning and to those who experience the shock. 

In addition to a night of make believe, it is a time of giving and sharing, as 
candy and other treats are expected to be showered on kids of all ages.    ■

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!!!
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Bay Point Community Association, Inc., Board

  In an Emergency, call 911 first, then Bay Point Security at 234-0124 

IMPORTANT  TELEPHONE  NUMBERS
  BPCA OFFICE .................  234-2727

  BAY POINT MARINA ....  235-6911

  BAY POINT NEWS .........  235-3579

  BAY POINT POST OFFICE. 233-1058

  BAY POINT SECURITY .. 234-0124

BAR 72 .................................. .  230-8860

TENNIS PRO SHOP.................  588-8202

CLUB MEADOWS PRO SHOP  235-6950
       
GOLF RESERVATIONS ..........  235-6909

SHERATON HOTEL ................. 236-6000

Keith Connor,2nd V-P
513-919-8167

William Wanner, Pres.
708-1769, 890-2879

Denise Hindes, Treasurer
404-401-2444

Don Connor
867-6317

Jose Velez
625-1117

Walt Rankin
588-2652

Carl Selph, 1st V-P
238-2108

Acting General Manager: Debra Haydn - dhaydn@baypointflorida.org 
     BPCA Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 234-2727 .(After hours: 234-0124)

BPCA Office Staff:
          David Renneker, Comptroller - accounting@baypointflorida.org
          Wenda Higham, Admin. - admin@baypointflorida.org
          Lynn Gram, Admin., Receptionist - trishahines@baypointflorida.org

Director of Security: Jim Moore - 527-7090

Subscriptions to this Bay Point 
paper are available to non-residents 
for $10 a year. Please send temporary 
or permanent address changes to the 
BPCA Office, Box 27578, Bay Point, 
FL 32411. 

Lee Barrow
G. Clemens
Steve Geczy
Jeff Marti

Emails/Letters to the Editor Policy 
Content must pertain specifically to the Bay 
Point community, address issues not indi-
viduals, and tone must be civil. Emails and 
letters may be edited for space and clarity, 
and editor reserves the right to select for pub-
lication a representative letter from several 
submitted on the same subject & to solicit 
letters to balance opinion. Editorial Leave photos, articles, 

letters to the editor, news or calendar 
events on the doorstep of 397 Wahoo 
Road, or email baypointnews@
comcast.net or call 235-3579. Please 
be sure to include your name and 
phone number.

BAY POINT NEWS
P.O. Box 27578, Panama City, FL 32411-7578 

  Bay Point News is published once a month by Bay Point News LLC  for all 
Bay Point homeowners and visitors to Bay Point and the Sheraton Bay Point Resort.

Editor 
  Jane Moore
Copy Editor
Diane Rogers

 Production
  Jim Moore

Advertisers 
For rates & information, email 

baypointnews@comcast.net 
or call 235-3579

              Contributing Writers

Jo Ann Day, Secretary
850-236-9728

If you would like to advertise
in this paper, please call 235-3579

or email baypointnews@comcast.net
for rates and information.

Dan Matthews
703-628-6211

Linda Corcoran, 2nd V-P
251-554-7617

Glenn Keebler
David Landreth
Jeff Marti
Jim Moore

Looking for a  DOG WALKER or  HOUSE SITTER?
Call Susan at 850-596-1228

References Available
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Kevin Lynn
850-236-4200

CANAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERS - (continued from page 13)

When the contractor wished to close the permit, he and a Canal Association 
representative came to my house. Both knew that I would not approve of 
the end result. Actually, the contractor verbally refused to correct the job as 
specified in the permit and manufacturers installation manual. Witnessed 
by others, I received an email, the permit was closed approved from the 
Association. That ws the last I saw of either one of them.

The view from the canal to the lift/dock does not show the construction 
failures. That is why I asked all board members to come see the variance via 
email to the Canal Chairman--as anyone who pays canal fees should do if they 
wish. Chris Way Marine CEO has outlined the statement of work required to 
“repair” my new construction. I requested a new permit to move the pilings to 
position the No Profile Lift to make it functional. 

I have done all the repairs that I can physically do to blend landscape and 
pavers to masque the linear engineering failure. I canot do aything in the 
canal or I will be fined or penalized by the Association.

The “No Profile Boat Lift” was not installed according to manufacurer 
specifications, electrical and life position construction engineering failure.

The Thru-Flow Dock 10’ x 84’ is greater than 15” from square according to 
engineered drawing permitted.       
     --Lee Barrow                                     
         254 Marlin Circle

Walt Rankin   
Meredith Shaw        
Bill Spann                                                                                   
Greg Taylor
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HURRICANE SALLY
Feeder bands of wind. rain and high tides from Hurricane Sally came 
to visit Bay Point on this September day. As dawn replaced a long night, 
Officer Horvath took out his camera and took the pictures shown here. 
High winds, high tides, and low expectations made their way to Bay 
Point on this day that will be remembered for a long time. Living near 
the water’s edge can be a dangerous endeavor. Much like what is often 
said about real estate, when it comes to whether a storm is dangerous, 
it is determined by location, location, location! While the brunt of the 
hurricane missed us, it did create havoc. Trees were blown down, sewer 
manhole covers were displaced, and roadways and some homes were 
flooded by water that had no place else to go. 

And so it is that we do those things that are necessary to recover, and life 
goes on.  ■


