
                  JANUARY  2021

DEAL OR NO DEAL?
by WALTER RANKIN

This  article will inform you of what the BPCA Board has been doing 
with respect to buying the two  golf courses  and the need to increase 
our assessments, if we buy them. I will supply you with some facts and 
some of my opinions, which you can accept or ignore.

On January 16th, BPCA will hold a special meeting to vote on a pro-
posed increase in our annual assessment by a total of $840.00 per 
year for the next ten years. The assessment increase was passed by the 
BPCA Board of Directors on December 18, 2020, for the purpose of 
raising money ($13,000,000.00) to pay for the golf courses, build a 
community clubhouse and a community swimming pool and maintain 
all of it for the next ten years.

This is NOT a done deal . . . None of this will happen unless the Bay 
Point owners agree to it.

Our assessments can only be increased by a majority vote (50% plus 1) 
of the owners in the meeting--this means at the meeting physically or 
by proxy. Due to COVID-19, we don’t expect a lot of people to be there
physically, but every owner can attend by proxy.

When you receive your proxy, please don’t throw it away or ignore it. 
Decide whether you are for, or against, the new additional assessment. 
Mark your ballot accordingly and FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS THAT 
CAME WITH THE PROXY . . . to insure your vote will count.

A bit of recent history: prior to Hurricane Michael, the hotel owned 
two golf courses that appeared to be doing well. After Hurricane 
Michael blew through, the Meadows golf course was a total mess with 
downed trees and limbs all over the course. The owners (Torchlight 
Financial) decided to reopen the Nicklaus course and ignore the Mead-
ows course. To this day, the Meadows course is not being maintained 
as it should be.

Many months after the hurricane, Torchlight approached BPCA with 
their plan to build 320 homes on part of the Meadows golf course. We 
told them that we were not going to agree to any new homes on the golf 
course. After a great deal of talking, the Bay County Commission told 
Torchlight that they would not approve any use of this land (Meadows 
golf course) unless Bay Point agreed to it.

Shortly thereafter, we entered into discussions to buy both golf cours-
es. A small group of people from the BPCA Board, supplemented with 
some very knowledgeable non-board members, negotiated for months 
to come to an agreement on terms and price. This has not been a trans-
parent process. The majority of the Board has been kept in the dark 
until we are needed to vote on something.

A final purchase contract was signed on December 1, 2020, that in-
cludes the following language.

7. Conditions to closing.
    IV. Approval by the members of the Association of an assessment 
by Purchaser of members of the association necessary to fund Pur-
chasers payment of all or a portion of the purchase price (“Associa-
tion Member Approval”), no later than January 16, 2021.”

In simple English, this means if we don’t approve the increased 
assessment, it is  . . .  No Deal!

I learned for the first time on Saturday, December 12th, that “our” 
priorities are:
 ● Buy the land.
             ● Build the clubhouse and pool (amenities).
 ● Revitalize the Meadows golf course.

    What?

The initial problem was--and still is--the Meadows course. How did 
this become priority 3?

In fairness, it has been said that BPCA will cut the Meadows up to the
property lines and maintain it properly after we buy it. That will be 
an improvement for sure.

Apparently, someone wants a clubhouse and a swimming pool. I’ve 
lived here for 31 years, and in the early years we had a beautiful club-
house with an outstanding restaurant and a beautiful pool. It was all 
first class! But the community didn’t sufficiently support it. The lack 
of support over several years led to its closing and eventual razing 
and removal. So why do we think the new clubhouse and pool will be 
any more successful? This has not been explained to us.

On December 12th of this year, I participated in a zoom meeting to 
discuss this project. The video shown left the impression that the 
choice we must make is to agree to a new additional assessment to 
fund the clubhouse, pool and property purchase or allow new homes 
to be built on the Meadows. This is NOT an accurate description 
of our choices . . . I’ll repeat: . . . the Bay County Commission told 
Torchlight that they would not approve any use of this land (Mead-
ows golf course) unless Bay Point agreed to it.

There it is. The threat of homes being built on the golf course is a 
false narrative intended to encourage us to vote for the new assess-
ment. 

During the zoom meeting, I asked several questions. The answers I 
received left me with the impression that either:

 1. We haven’t done our homework and therefore purchase is
premature or . .
 
 2. The BPCA leadership on project Torchlight is withholding
information from the owners and the other BPCA board members.

Neither is acceptable; I suspect it is some of each.
   
           (continued on page 2)
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Question 1: How much money did each golf course earn or 
lose in each of the 3 years prior to Hurricane Michael?

Answer: We don’t have that information.

My opinion: Smart people don’t buy a business (the Nicklaus 
Course is an ongoing business) without knowing this informa-
tion.

  
Question 2: What covenant and restrictions will transfer with 
the land we are purchasing?

Answer: Good question, I’ll have to get our lawyer to answer 
it. The covenants and restrictions were made available to me 
and do not seem to be a problem.

Question 3: Are we going to carry insurance on the new prop-
erty? And, if so, how much will that cost?

Answer: Torchlight had insurance but they were under in-
sured . . . never really answered the question about our future 
insurance.

My Opinion: This is a basic question that we should have the 
answer to prior to the purchase.

     With this background information, each of us still needs to  
decide how to vote. The decision is no different than the          
decision to buy any big ticket item.
     We have to answer some basic questions and then decide. . . .

     ●  Can I afford this?

     ●  Is the price fair?

     ●  Do I trust the BPCA Board to be a good steward of my   
money?

     ●  Does this deal meet my needs? Do I want a clubhouse and        
community pool?

     ● Do I believe that the BPCA Board has done their due dili-
gence and worked the problems sufficiently to insure this 
purchase will not become a financial burden on the owners 
down the road?        

     ● Will this deal increase my property values?

     ●  What are the alternatives?
 
     ●  Do I have the confidence that we can do it all with this 
assessment? Or will there be another assessment when we find 
that this one isn’t covering all of our expenses?
  

              DEAL OR NO DEAL? -- (continued from page 1) The remainder are my thoughts and opinions on how this ought 
to go down in the future . . . for whatever it’s worth.

1. We ought to buy the Meadows if Torchight will sell it sepa-
rately. Cost should be about $2.5 million to purchase and re-
claim. 
    Assessment: $14.00 per month.

2. It doesn’t have to be used as a golf course; walking trails, 
parks, children’s play areas, dog exercise areas, etc. would be 
nice.
 
3. If necessary, we might want to buy both golf courses if they 
show  a recent history of profits. Cost to buy both and reclaim 
the Meadows: about $5 million. 
     Assessment $28.00 per month.

4. After we purchase the property, we can have an owners’ vote 
on an additional assessment to build the clubhouse and pool if 
there is sufficient support for it.

5. Make no mistake about it, we are getting into the golf course 
 business if we vote for this. We may make money or we may       
not.

Final thoughts: 
     We can probably keep Torchlight from building homes on the 
Meadows indefinitely because they bought a golf course know-
ing full well that developing it wasn’t an option. 
     However, if they sell to someone else and the new owners 
put the full court press on the Bay County Commission and the 
Florida court system, they MAY eventally be allowed to develop 
some or all of it. 
     We went through a similar effort several years ago when the 
late Joe Chapman wanted to build a high-rise condo building on 
the property now called Marina View Park. BPCA prevailed, but 
only after Earl Durden spent hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in legal bills and a great deal of political capital to prevent it. 
     There is only one way to absolutely guarantee that the Mead-
ows will not be developed, and that is to buy it. But that doesn’t 
require us to buy the Nicklaus course and a clubhouse and 
swimming pool.
     Please give your full consideration to the current BPCA vote 
set for January 16, 2020, by planning to attend the meeting in 
person or by properly filling out your proxy and mailing it in.
          --Walt Rankin
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An Open Letter to my Bay Point neighbors
 Concerning the proposed acquisition, repurposing, and operation of the Bay Point golf courses

Bill Spann

Bay Point faces a reckoning. Torchlight’s proposal to abandon the Meadows golf course was jarring. It was also realistic. It under-
scored a reality. It does not make economic sense to spend millions of dollars to rebuild an unprofitable golf course. The time may 
yet come when there is demand for a second golf course at Bay Point, but that time is not now. 

The Torchlight plan for the Meadows wavered between highest and best use and some accommodation to the community. If 
Torchlight’s plan was performed, it would have changed the careful balance created at Bay Point between high density condomini-
um development in the resort core and low-density single-family homes on the golf courses and canal. Bay Point was well served 
when BPCA Directors objected to the plan, and better served when Philip Griffitts, Chairman of the Bay County Commission, pro-
nounced his commitment to stand by Bay Point. 

Amid the stream of objections directed at Torchlight, some currents of thought took hold. First and foremost was that Bay Point’s 
status as a DRI would prevent development. Having created the DRI and accepted its obligations, I can tell you with authority that 
there is no such protection to be had from that quarter. The Bay Point DRI exists only as an overlay to the Bay County plan, and 
the only approval required to amend the plan (beyond some issues not directly tied to matters such as land use) resides with the 
County Commission. The DRI is a ghost. It no longer exists as a matter of law.

Neither are there any covenants on any deeds that command that either the Nicklaus or the Meadows courses will always be golf 
courses or even open-recreational space. Depending on the composition of the County Commission, government regulations may 
be a frustration to development, but they are not a failsafe harbor. When it comes to land use, absent a dedication or permanent 
easement, there is no forever. 

Following the publication of Torchlight’s plan, the BPCA retained a respected appraiser to assess the impact on Bay Point property 
values that would occur if the Meadows land was re-purposed for the type of development proposed. The resulting report prepared 
by Chandler and Associates found in examining golf course and interior lots values in Bay Point West: “The appraiser concluded 
that the diminution in value associated with development of the proposed conceptual plan would be in the range of 12% to 15% or 
roughly $43,000 to $54,000 for the typical home on the former Meadows Golf Course”. The appraiser also involved 15 real estate 
brokers and appraisers in performing an additional study. The findings: “13 of the 15 real estate professionals surveyed indicated 
the proposed development would have a significant negative impact on the overall community. Two of the 15 professionals sur-
veyed indicated the impact would be moderate to significant. No individually held residential property would escape from the 
overall impact of non-conforming real estate development. Be it canal homesites or waterfront condominiums, as the overall value 
of Bay Point comes into question that value of all property within Bay Point comes into question. 

Based on these understandings, I accepted the BPCA’s invitation to serve as Chairman of a negotiating committee tasked with ap-
proaching Torchlight to propose the purchase of golf courses by the BPCA. To arrive at a point where a purchase could be consid-
ered, it was necessary for the parties to identify their fundamental requirements. For Torchlight, that requirement was the contin-
uance of the Nicklaus course as a well-maintained facility available to guests of Sheraton’s Bay Point Golf and Spa. For the BPCA, 
it was to own the golf course land and thereby control its future use. The Agreement accomplishes the vital requirements of the 
parties and details how the parties will cooperate to make sure promises are kept. It is a business agreement. It is sound. It mirrors 
the agreement that once existed between Bay Point Yacht & Country Club and Marriott’s Bay Point Resort.

There is a provision in the Agreement that is unusual. It allows Torchlight to share in the proceeds of sales of Club Meadows land 
if the BPCA sells land for residential or commercial development. The condition is effective for eight years. The BPCA stopped 
Torchlight from developing land that it owns. Torchlight would not agree to sell the land to BPCA if the BPCA was going to turn 
around and do exactly what it prevented Torchlight from doing. This unusual provision is limited in its duration and provides for 
declining payments during the period of its existence.

Detailed negotiations brought the parties to a place where they could settle on a purchase price. In 2003, I was responsible for 
selling the very same assets the BPCA proposes to purchase. The $4.4 million price agreed to with Torchlight is approximately 
one-third of the price realized from 2003 sale. That price would not have been arrived at without provisions requiring that the 
Nicklaus course be operated according to high business standards and other provisions agreed to maintain a mutually beneficial 
relationship between the resort owner and the community.

  (continued on page 6)
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The question the community faces today is not the “deal” made with Torchlight. It is the “deal” the BPCA has proposed for a $13 
million special assessment requiring  monthly increments of $70 to be paid by every Bay Point property owner for ten years. Every-
one can reach their own conclusion but, from my perspective, I think it is important that the community know the facts and have 
access to participation in decision making  . . . beyond a one-time up-or-down vote on an issue that will impact the community
for longer than even a good eye can see.

I don’t believe you have all the relevant facts. I am also concerned that some of the “facts” you have received are not facts at all. The 
cashflow protections posted estimate that over a three-year period the BPCA will spend $12,447,890 to purchase the property, 
create new amenities and reopen the Meadows. That number assumes that the operations of the Nicklaus course will be “turned 
around” in 2021, break even in 2022, and provide $200,000 in positive cashflow by 2023. According to the cashflow projections, 
by the end of 2013 the loan will essentially be drawn down and the next seven years of special assessments will be spent paying it 
off. 

Even if thorn turn into a rose, the numbers projected by BPCA must be held suspect. The BPCA cashflow estimate for rebuilding 
the Meadows is $1.5 million. $4 million comes closer to the truth and BPCA officials know that. The cost of building new amenities, 
not specified (but to include a pool, clubhouse and walking trails on two islands) is calculated at $4.6 million. It begs the question, 
“If you don’t know what you are going to build, how do you know it can be built for $4.6 million”? 

More importantly, what is not included in the cashflow is the cost of maintaining the improvements the loan is to be used to build. 
Those costs will be considerable and apparently will have be paid from sources other than the special assessment – all of which will 
be directed to paying the balance of the outstanding loan. Based on the BPCA estimates, it appears that annual BPCA dues will have 
to be increased to pay these costs; new dues which would be levied in addition to the special assessment. 

As for the Meadows, until such time as it is reopened, the BPCA cashflow projects spending about the same on its maintenance as 
Torchlight is spending today. In short, if you were expecting all this to result in a better view from your patio, you may be disap-
pointed. The Nicklaus course will also require additional funding and the community should see the specific results of due diligence 
to understand how much money. Rumors to the contrary, apart from personnel records and some information relating to the busi-
ness of the seller, there is no restriction on any information made available during due diligence.

This effort started with a land control opportunity and now seems to be more about amenities and the opportunity to get the com-
munity to agree to a ten-year financing proposition. As a word of caution: Many of the amenities proposed that were viewed as 
important by the respondents to a BPCA survey were once available in Bay Point--including restaurants, tennis center, clubhouse, 
meeting facilities, retail shops, community convenience store, summer programs for children and large club swimming pool. The 
reason these things are not available today is because the community didn’t support them. We should be careful as to our wants, 
for it will be our responsibility to support and pay for them. 

None of us know how much this will cost, not necessarily because information is being withheld. It may be simply because BPCA 
planning is so incomplete that the Directors do not know the total costs themselves. It is not because our Directors do not care 
about Bay Point, or your opinion. They do care. They have worked on this project for months. But the job is not done, it simply is 
not. A rush to judgment by the BPCA need not be followed by a rush to judgment on the part of the property owners who will pay 
the bills.   

I am convinced that there are vast advantages to the community in controlling the land at its core. There are advantages to be 
gained from having appropriate amenities. But there is a mountain of work left to be done, and no reason whatsoever that the com-
munity should be required to make a decision before the work is complete. It troubles me that we find ourselves in a position where 
no matter which way we vote, we cannot reasonably assume we did the right thing. That is a terrible place from which to launch a 
dream or command the support of the community. 

There is time, little though it may be, for questions to be answered and proposals made that reduce the controversy growing         
between neighbors. There is not time to complete all the planning that should be done before the future of Bay Point is “decided”. 
But there are days left and they can be used to come to a better starting point. 

Whatever you think, no matter how deeply you hold your opinions, Bay Point can be better than it is today. Those who had the 
courage to begin this process should be commended. Those who pause their lives to ask questions and expect answers should be 
respected. We should be looking for a good place to start. 

There is a deal to be done. In the light of day, good decisions can be made. The community can come together.

(continued from page 4) 
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SECURITY REPORTSECURITY REPORT      .  .  ..  .  .     by  Jim Moore

And so it is, another year begins! While the world, it seems, is fraught with 
turmoil, pandemics and politics, Bay Point Security is beginning the year 2021 
in a community that has most if not all of the problems normally associated 
with community security under control.

A year ago security was re-mounting gate arms at a rate of about four a day. 
Now the rate is only about once a week. Speeding was the major complaint 
last year with calls amounting to 7 or 8 a week. Now it has been a month since 
we have received a call concerning speeding.
 
Not long ago, golf carts (especially those driven by youngsters without 
credentials) were seen as a menace--and in many cases, rightly so. Now we 
seem to have some control over that situation--possibly because (thanks to 
great parenting) we have a great bunch of kids living in Bay Point, who for the 
most part seem to respect security officers as kind of friends instead of ene-
mies. The out-of-control golf cart situation has, for the most part, disappeared 
in recent weeks because of this relationship.
   
We have miles of open borders around Bay Point but very few trespass now 
because security patrols are always on the move and vigilant. It has been a 
very long time since a break-in of a car or home has taken place. Again this 
is made possible because our patrols are forever on the move and visible. We 
also have great cooperation from the Bay County Sheriff ‘s Officers. Graffiti, 
damage to community property for sport, and other undisciplined activities 
have also lessened. Some of  these things will never completely disappear, so 
from time to time we will have to revisit our efforts in certain areas.
 
Compared to many other communities whose operations are as diverse as Bay 
Point’s are, we are as safe or safer here than any other place in Florida. Bay 
Point is home to about four thousand or so residents living in a mix of single 
family homes, condos, timeshares and day rentals. About three hundred or 
so workers and deliveries come and go daily in and out of Bay Point, and we 

keep track of those coming and going, making deliveries and so on to Bay 
Point, and we do that rather well. In addition, our gate officers working the 
four manned gates handle over 5,000 vehicles coming and going a day with 
few mistakes occurring. We try to be responsive to every situation at all hours 
of the day or night because your concerns are our problems to solve if possi-
ble--and we do take this responsibility seriously and try to respond in a timely 
manner. If we do our job right and situations are handled properly, we, as an 
organization, become almost invisible in a good sort of way, and our accom-
plishments go unnoticed for the most part, as they should.
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by Bill Wanner

        The Purchase of the Golf Course Properties

The BPCA board recently voted to approve an assessment of $70.00 per parcel per month for 10 years, so as to fund the 
acquisition of two golf course properties. Included in the purchase are 320 acres of land, Bar 72, cart barn and other 
assets.

Let’s remember what drove this bold decision. One year ago, the owners of the golf courses proposed a plan to build 
houses and condos on the Meadows course. The impact would have been devastating to property values, and the com-
munity responded with a vehement NO. Faced with fighting the community, Torchlight decided to vacate the golf 
course business and sell the property. 

The concern around development of the golf course property is still very much present. If the coming vote is NO, there 
will be another attempt to build on the Meadows. This time a plea to the county may not be successful since we would 
have turned down the opportunity to acquire the property and control our own destiny.

The BPCA board saw an opportunity to prevent future unwanted development and to put the control of the destiny of 
this property in the hands of the BP owners. The negotiations to purchase began and have led us to this point.

You may not like all of the aspects of the agreed contract. It provides protection to Torchlight’s ongoing business here, 
while they are here, and equally provides BP the protection from unsolicited development on our property. We will own 
it, it is ours to control. We make the decisions for the future of our community.

The focus, however, has shifted from protecting the value of our property to owning and operating golf courses. The 
success of the Nicklaus has become a focal point. There is far more at stake than the Nicklaus.

As part of this opportunity to revitalize Bay Point, we are proposing a whole new resort environment complete with 
community pool, clubhouse and other amenities. These are designed not just for the residents of today, but for future 
owners, protected by the agreement of a secure community, and no unwanted intrusive developments.

The assessment buys the properties, cleans the Meadows, creates Nicklaus profitability, builds the amenities, and ulti-
mately rebuilds the Meadows as the demand for golf provides. It ensures the decisions and path of the future are ours 
to make.

We have selected a professional golf management company, Bobby Jones Links of Alpharetta, GA. who has a proven 
track record of golf and resort turnaround success. They will promote, direct, and control the operation of the courses 
and our food and beverage business. We are totally confident in generating profits in all aspects of our resort business 
with Bobby Jones Links, while providing an outstanding level of customer service and care long missing from our cur-
rent operations. We are looking forward to Bobby Jones Links joining our community family.

Even though the due diligence period continues, we have provided our best financial forecasts for each of the next three 
years. This not the final budget, but is a fact-based summary of revenues and expenses as we see them today. The data 
include costs of the amenities, timing for specific activities, and our estimates of revenues and expenses. This data is 
generated prior to involvement by the new golf course management team and their efforts, and we anticipate an even 
better performance. 

If you oppose any form of assessment or purchase, then any data provided or argument made doesn’t matter. 
If you have focused on the golf course finances, then perhaps the data provided will help you better understand the 
current and future position. However, if you are concerned about the destiny of our community, then you have already 
made your decision.

We will continue the information sessions, answer questions, and provide information as we can. The emotional rhet-
oric, distortions of meetings, and mis-information do not contribute to the reasoned fact-based approach that is re-
quired. 

In the end, the community will do what is right; it will weigh all the facts, and the community will make the decision. 

We will move on from there.



Are you concerned about getting one of the new COVID-19 vaccines as soon as they are approved? We have no long-term safety information 
because no one has more than 10 months of experience with this disease. However, we do have decades of experience with other vaccines. The 
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are expected to be safer than previous vaccines because they do not use viruses, either killed or live. Instead, they 
use messenger RNA (mRNA), genetic material that prevents infection because it stimulates your immune system to recognize and destroy the 
key that allows the virus to get into human cells. The Oxford–AstraZeneca vaccine is made from a harmless cold-causing adenovirus that was 
isolated from chimpanzees and modified so that it prevents the virus that causes COVID-19 from getting into and infecting human cells. Other 
vaccines currently being tested use similar processes.

  My wife, Diana, and I plan to take the first available vaccine for COVID-19. Diana has pulmonary fibrosis and has scar tissue covering more 
than 50 percent of her lungs, and I am 85 years old, so we definitely cannot afford to get this disease that specifically targets the lungs and 
older people. We will take the first vaccine that is available in our area, and hope that it will be either the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines that use 
the mRNA technology.

Rather than using live or dead viruses, scientists make the mRNA for these vaccines in a laboratory. The mRNA teaches your immune system 
to prevent the COVID-19 virus from getting into your cells. If mRNA was injected into you, your own human immunity would immediately 
destroy it just as it destroys invading germs, so the scientists covered the laboratory-made mRNA with a layer of fat (lipid nanoparticles) that 
hides the mRNA so your immunity does not attack and destroy it (Mol Ther, Nov, 2008;16(11):1833–1840).

• Messenger RNA tells your cells how to make various proteins that are necessary for life. The lab-made mRNA in the COVID-19 vaccine 
specifically stimulates your cells to make the “spike protein” just like the ACE2 receptors that are on the surface of the coronavirus that causes 
COVID-19. The ACE2 spike protein is the key that allows this coronavirus to get inside human cells. If the virus that causes COVID-19 did not 
have the spike protein, it could not get into your human cells and would die very quickly after getting into your body.

• The spike proteins made in your body when you get the vaccine, cause your own cells to make antibodies that will attack and destroy that 
spike protein (Nat Microbiol, 2020;5:562-9).

• If and when you are infected with the coronavirus that causes COVID-19, your immunity quickly recognizes and destroys the spike proteins 
on the invading virus. Your immunity does not destroy the virus, but the virus dies soon after it enters your body because it cannot get into 
your cells, and thus you are protected from that infection.

Have other mRNA Vaccines been tried?
mRNA vaccines have never been generally used, but they have been developed for other infectious diseases: rabies, influenza, cytomegalovirus, 
and Zika. The rabies mRNA vaccine looks promising (Lancet, 2017 September 23; 390(10101):1511-1520), and Moderna and German research-
ers published phase 1 results of two mRNA vaccines against influenza (Vaccine, May 31, 2019;37(25). Moderna announced results of the phase 
1 study of its mRNA vaccine against cytomegalovirus in January 2020 and its mRNA vaccine against Zika in April 2020, and reported that they 
produced antibodies to these viruses.

SHOULD YOU TAKE THE COVID-19 VACCINE?
by Dr. Gabe Mirkin, MOD. - written on December 12, 2020

My Recommendations
Scientists still have not proved how safe the vaccines for COVID-19 really are. Health care workers and people at high risk for 
complications are likely to feel the same urgency we have, and they will be high up on the list of people to receive vaccines as soon 
as they become available. Other people may not feel this urgency and have the option to wait until more data has been collected. 
However, please consider your own role in helping to end this pandemic.

Widespread distribution of vaccines should be underway by April or May of 2021. Meanwhile, please continue to do what you can 
to help limit spread of the disease and to protect yourself:

 • Try to stay at least six feet away from other people.
 • Avoid anyone with respiratory symptoms.
 • Use 20-second soap hand washes frequently throughout the day.
 • If you feel sick, stay home.
 • If you decide to travel, go by car if possible. Personally, I am avoiding group travel such as trains,    
    planes, buses and ships.
 • Spend lots of time outdoors. Transmission of the virus occurs most often in closed spaces, particularly   
    in crowded spaces.
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Bay Point Women’s Club Scholarships

As we say a relieved adieu to 2020, we look back on the things for 
which we can be thankful. This year has been a challenge full of stress 
and loss but some things have kept us sane. We can be thankful for 
more time spent with close family, and we can be thankful for our 
beautiful surroundings. In a year when few social activities were safe, 
outdoor recreation like walking, bike riding  and golf here in Bay 
Point have given us the fresh air, exercise, and social connections we 
desperately needed. 

Fingers crossed that 2021, with the promise of vaccines coming soon, 
will be a better year.
 
We truly have a wonderful group of lady golfers/friends here in Bay 
Point. We enjoy the game but even more importantly we enjoy each 
other’s company. If you’ve thought of taking up the game,we enthusi-
astically invite you to join us.

 The LGA plays every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 8:00 a.m.

Congratulations to Gwen Hedrick and Brenda Hatfield who won 1st 
and 2nd place all four of the Wednesdays that we have played since
 the last report. Way to go you two!
            Kathy Arent

      It has been the privilege of the Women’s Club to offer two 
$1,500 college scholarships each year to BPWC members’ 
children or grandchildren who are graduating high school 
seniors and will be attending college full time. 
      If you have a child or grandchild who is a high school 
senior and is interested in these scholarships, please provide 
the attached application form to the student to be completed 
and returned no later than March 28, 2021, to the BPWC. 

Instructions for completing the application:  
1. Must be completed by applicant.
2. Must be typed, printed, or clearly handwritten.
3. Must be accompanied by three adult character-reference 
    letters. (At least one must be by a current teacher or school      
    administrator.)
4.  Following the completion of the above three instructions, the             
     “packet” should be submitted to the applicant’s school 
       counselor or principal for completion  of the last page.

The completed application packet should be given to the school 
counselor or principal in a stamped envelope addressed to the 
Bay Point Women’s Club. The school will then mail it to us 
following their completion of the last page. 
  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 
808-219-9234. 
                Thank You, 
                 Tami Sederquist
                 BPWC Treasurer

LADIES GOLF
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For “detailed” landscaping, email Mustard Seed Landscaping at
mustardseedscapes@gmail.com

JANUARY   2021



  12                                          JANUARY   2021 

The Bay Point Community Association (BPCA) Board of Directors has voted to seek a substantial 
increase (63%) in our assessment.The MAIN purpose of this requested increase is to purchase 
and operate golf courses. Golf course ownership and operation is a very risky business. Hun-
dreds of golf courses close annually--case in point, several right here in Bay County. It is report-
ed in most golf literature that golfing is a waning sport. It has been obvious to many of us who 
live on or near the golf courses that the number of golfers using our courses is on the decline. 
The Bay Point golf courses have been a financial challenge for many years.

The Contract to purchase the golf courses that was approved by our BPCA Board of Directors is 
loaded with provisions that place the financial liability on current and future Bay Point proper-
ty owners. Favorable consideration is given to the Hotel and to Torchlight (the Hotel property 
owners). Examples: provides for 10% commission for golf rounds scheduled by Hotel; provides 
favorable tee times and fees for Hotel use; provides free golf memberships to Hotel staff; pro-
vides major control to the Hotel Director even to the point of requiring hundreds of thousands 
of dollars annually to be expended for maintenance of the golf courses to the Hotel Director’s 
approval and standards. If BPCA were to use the Meadows golf course for other than golf or par-
tial use for homeowner amenities, a financial reimbursement would be required to be paid to 
Torchlight for several years after the purchase.

The Contract creates a new Corporation (New Club) and governing Board (some Bay Point prop-
erty owners and some not) to operate the golf courses. It allows the New Club to control the 
monies generated by the assessment of the Bay Point property owners and any revenues and ex-
penses from the golf course operation (this might be summarized as “open your wallet and allow 
others to use your money”. Financial information can only be shared with the BPCA President 
and the BPCA Finance Committee and is not subject to review by BPCA owners. (This is a very 
troubling provision of the Contract!)

What was the impetus for all of this? The closing of the Meadows Golf Course. With it sitting bar-
ren after Hurricane Michael and being allowed to be overtaken by unwanted growth and dead 
trees and debris was hard to swallow. Then came along a request for development of housing on 
parts of the golf course property; that was quickly rejected by our local governing authorities. 
Seeing the Hombre land being cleared for commercial use also added to the fear that the Mead-
ows course would be commercially developed (the Hombre golf course property is zoned Com-
mercial High Density; Bay Point golf courses are zoned Recreational--a totally diffferent situa-
tion). 

I would like to say that our financial future is at risk if we do. I propose that we defeat this
 requested increase in our assessment and let’s get back to the drawing board and negotiate a 
reasonable price for the Meadows golf course property and use it for other than a golf course. 
I think that the current owner (Torchlight) would like to get rid of the property, and I think the 
Bay Point owners can find a satisfactory way to use the property that benefits the entire commu-
nity.
                    
                    Glenn Keebler
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     With heavy hearts, the Oley family announces the sudden death 
of their beloved Frank, at the age of 65. He was struck by a motor 
vehicle while he was walking near his home in Panama City Beach, 
Florida, the evening of December 17th.
     Frank was predeceased by his father, George John Oley. Left to 
mourn are his mother, May Kileel Oley, of Fredericton, his brothers, 
David and Stephen (both of Fredericton), his sisters Joanne (Van-
couver, B.C.) and Margaret (York Harbor, Maine), and many beloved 
nieces and nephews. Frank also leaves behind a grieving community 
of Kileel, Oley, and Ramey family members, and an extended family 
of close friends across the United States and Europe.

  
  FRANK MICHAEL KILEEL OLEY

   July 23, 1955,  - December 17, 2020

     Born and raised in Fredericton, Frank "spread his wings" after ob-
taining his Bachelor of Business Administration degree, with honours, 
from the University of New Brunswick, in 1977. Following gradua-
tion, he moved to Nashville, Tennessee, in the successful pursuit of 
a Masters of Business Administration degree from the Owen School 
of Management, Vanderbilt University (1977-1979). His career in 
business started at Arthur Anderson in Boston, MA then continued 
as Chief Financial Officer at Sea Palms Resort on St. Simons Island, 
Georgia, before moving to Panama City Beach, Florida, to take up the 
position of CFO at Bay Point Yacht and Country Club. His pre-retire-
ment years in the Florida Panhandle were spent as an independent 
financial advisor.
      After early retirement, Frank indulged his love of travel, before de-
voting himself to his mother’s care, following her diagnosis of Alzhei-
mer’s and the death of his father. He also provided many selfless years 
of opening his Florida home to his siblings and their families. His 
home, which he designed to mirror his boyhood home, was not only a 
refuge for his family from the harsh New Brunswick and Maine win-
ters, but also a place of joy and happiness, filled with Frank’s goodness 
and light. His love showed itself “at the table”, in the gourmet meals 
he prepared and shared with his family and friends. The warmth of 
Florida’s climate paled in comparison to Frank’s own warmth.
     Frank was also very active in the “Bay Point” community where he 
resided for 36 years and used his talents to serve on many local and 
national committees, including the American Lung Association. He 
was a member of St. Bernadette’s Roman Catholic Church and hosted 
many family Florida Easters.  For many years, Frank opened his home 
to teenage exchange students from Europe who lived with him while 
attending a local high school. He cherished them, and made lifelong 
friends in the process, following their achievements, and becoming 
part of their families. We will never know a kinder, more hospitable 
man.   continued on bottom right of this page . . . .

      Cremation will take place, and Frank’s ashes will be brought home 
to his birthplace and placed to rest with his ancestors at a later date. 
A Roman Catholic Mass of Burial will be held at St. Dunstan’s Church 
in Fredericton at a later date. If you would like, you may donate to the 
Alzheimer’s Society to honor his mother to whom he was devoted and 
loved.
      Frank was a man of “good cheer”. . . And so, the family requests 
that he be remembered with smiles and laughter. Please offer a short 
prayer with Frank’s name written on your hearts. We will always feel 
his love in our lives.  ●

“When you are sorrowful, look again in your heart, and you shall see 
that in truth you are weeping for those who have been your delight”. .   
            Khalil Gibran

     Michael J. Murphy, 85, of Panama City Beach, Florida, passed away 
on Saturday, December 12, 2020, at home, surrounded by his wife and 
six children.
     He was born on August 19, 1935 to Charles and Anne (Gibson) 
Murphy on Staten Island, New York. After graduating from St. Peter's 
Catholic High School, he joined the Navy and served for four years 
during the Korean Conflict. He then became a New York City Police 
Officer and, after retiring, worked in trucking and transportation.
     He is a member of the Knights of Columbus, and was a past Exalted 
Ruler of the Elks Lodge #1493 in Beacon, New York. In 2002, he and 
his wife relocated from Wappingers Falls, New York to Panama City 
Beach. He enjoyed spending time with his children and grandchildren 
and volunteered for many years at Emerald Coast Hospice.
     Surviving him are his wife, Eileen, his children Sheila (Anthony 
Chando), Michael (Marla) of Eagle River, Alaska, Marykate (Bill Un-
derwood) of Panama City Beach, Florida, Tim of Alpharetta, GA, Neil 
(Marla) of San Anselmo, California, and Brenda (Andrew DeMetropo-
lis) of The Woodlands, Texas.
     He was predeceased by two brothers, Charles and Thomas.
     Visitation was at Kent Forest Lawn Funeral Home in Panama City, 
FL on Tuesday, December 15, 2020 from 6-8 p.m. A mass will be held 
at St. Bernadette’s Catholic Church on Wednesday, December 16, 
2020 at 10 a.m. Burial will be at the convenience of the family. In lieu 
of flowers, donations may be made to Emerald Coast Hospice. ●

August 19,, 1935 - December 12, 2020

MICHAEL J. MURPHY
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PHILIP WAYNE GRIFFITTS, SR.

       August 21, 1945  - December 3, 2020

      It is with an insurmountable amount of sadness that we announce 
the passing of Philip Wayne Griffitts, Sr., 75, of Panama City Beach. 
Philip, or Flipper, as he was called by many loved ones, entered the 
pearly gates of heaven Thursday afternoon after a tough battle with 
COVID-19.
      Philip was born on August 21, 1945, at Tyndall Air Force Base, 
formerly known as Tyndall Field. He attended local schools through-
out his youth before graduating from Bay High School in 1963. After 
graduation, he worked as a lineman for Southern Bell. While work-
ing for Southern Bell, he met the love of his life, Jerrilyn Phillips. He 
and Jerrilyn were married in 1968 and soon after, in 1971, their first 
son, Philip Wayne “Griff” Griffitts Jr., was born. He then went on 
to attend Troy University (formerly Troy State) where he graduated 
with a degree in Business and Marketing. Years after graduation, he 
was inducted into the Troy University Marketing Hall of fame. Upon 
graduating, Philip returned as a Manager at Southern Bell. To avoid 
job transfer, Philip borrowed $5,000 from his father-in-law to pur-
chase a 13-room hotel on the west end of Panama city Beach, called 
the Bel Mar Court. 
     Philip and his young family moved into the newly named Sugar 
Sands Motel and started what would be his lifelong job in the hospi-
tality business. In April of 1979, while still living in the hotel, Philip 
and Jerrilyn had their second son, James Matthew Griffitts.
     In his 75 years of life, Philip accomplished many thngs that paved 
the way for Panama City Beach to grow into the city it is today. He, 
along with his family, ran the Sugar Sands and La Quinta Inn & 
Suites until they were sold in January 2018. He had a long list of 
businesses under his belt, ranging from starting the first rental equip-
ment store on Panama City Beach, A-1 Rental Center. He owned and 
operated Beach Package Store, Miracle Strip Liquors, Emerald Cost 
Liquors, Griffitts Investments, Islander Motel, and La Quinta Inn & 
Suites.
     Never one to shy away from a challenge, Philip entered politics in 
1982 when he became the Mayor of Panama City Beach. Philip left his 
mark on the community during his time as mayor. He was the 
longest standing mayor of Panama City Beach at 18 years--from 1982 
to 2000. 
      He was instrumental in starting the first after-school program in 
Panama City Beach, which later evolved into the beach location of the 
Boys and Girls Club. The building used for the program was named 
the Philip W. Griffitts Community Center in his honor. Philip was 
directly involved in the development and building of Frank Brown 
Park, where the community center is located. Furthermore, he went 
on to establish, with the family of Dick Arnold, the first high school

      In lieu of flowers, his family asks that you please donate to the 
Anchorage Children’s Home on his behalf.
      Due to current circumstances, a celebration of life will be held in 
the spring. Expressions of sympathy may be viewed or submitted at
 www. southerlandfamily.com

     Philip’s accomplishments don’t stop there; he served as the Chair-
man of the Bay County Tourist Development Council, Board of Peo-
ples First Bank and executive Board of the Seminole Boosters. His love 
of serving others also led to him joining the Shriners, Masonic Lodge 
and the Krewe of Dominique Youx.
     While he dedicated himself to his community, Philip’s first pri-
orities were his family, friends and Florida State Football. He loved 
bream fishing, traveling in his motor home, Crown Royal, FSU, his 
dog Bella, and his friends, but most of all, his family. His love for 
his grandchildren was overwhelming and overflowing. Once his first 
grandchild was born in 1996, he forever became known as “Papa”.
      Philip’s mark wasn’t only through his accomplishments, but in the 
impact he left on every person whose path he crossed. He was always 
there to keep everyone laughing and was known for his sarcastic re-
marks. His humor was what kept him going through his cancer, heart 
condition, and seven back surgeries. Even while extremely sick, the 
nurses all remarked that he kept them laughing every day.
     Philip was baptized at a young age and grew up very religious in 
the Methodist Church. He was welcomed into heaven with open arms 
by his mother and father, Clara and Elmer Griffitts, his sister Raye 
McKeever, and his grandson, William Philip Griffitts, who he’s now 
holding in his loving arms. 
      Philip is survived by his wife of 52 years, Jerrilyn Griffitts, his 
oldest son Griff Griffitts along with his spouse, Laura Griffitts, and 
their two children, Kadie and Anna Claire Griffitts--and his younger 
son, Matt Griffitts and his spouse, Patrice Griffitts, and their children, 
Braydon Griffitts, Calvin Smith and Caylee Smith; and a very special 
cousin, Jacki Southerland and her spouse, Shane Southerland, and 
her children, Noel and Ricky Ramie III. 
     Along with his immediate family, he is survived by so many loving 
family and friends, it would be impossible to name them all. A spe-
cial thanks to Dr. Vicky Harrell and her staff for all the excellent care 
through the years.

in Panama city Beach--J.R. Arnold High School. Philip loved his 
community and did everything he could to promote it.



  JANUARY   2021                                                                                                             15

Bay Point Community Association, Inc. Board

  In an Emergency, call 911 first, then Bay Point Security at 234-0124 

IMPORTANT  TELEPHONE  NUMBERS
  BPCA OFFICE .................  234-2727

  BAY POINT MARINA ....  235-6911

  BAY POINT NEWS .........  235-3579

  BAY POINT POST OFFICE. 233-1058

  BAY POINT SECURITY .. 234-0124

BAR 72 .................................. .  230-8860

TENNIS PRO SHOP.................  588-8202

CLUB MEADOWS PRO SHOP  235-6950
       
GOLF RESERVATIONS ..........  235-6909

SHERATON HOTEL ................. 236-6000

Denise Hindes, Treas.
234-2727

  

    

Subscriptions to this Bay Point 
paper are available to non-residents 
for $10 a year. Please send temporary 
or permanent address changes to the 
BPCA Office, Box 27578, Bay Point, 
FL 32411. 

Kathy Arent
Glenn Keebler. 
Dr. Gabe Mirkin
Jim Moore

Emails/Letters to the Editor Policy 
Content must pertain specifically to the Bay 
Point community, address issues not indi-
viduals, and tone must be civil. Emails and 
letters may be edited for space and clarity, 
and editor reserves the right to select for pub-
lication a representative letter from several 
submitted on the same subject & to solicit 
letters to balance opinion. 

Editorial Leave photos, articles, 
letters to the editor, news or calendar 
events on the doorstep of 397 Wahoo 
Road, or email baypointnews@
comcast.net or call 235-3579. Please 
be sure to include your name and 
phone number.
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 ROSA LOUISE LEWIS

 February 10, 1951  –  November 28, 2020

      Rosa Louise Lewis, 69, of Panama City Beach, has left her loved 
ones on this earth and danced her way into heaven after a recent bat-
tle with COVID-19.
     In life, Rosa touched and made better the lives of countless others 
through her 42 years in nursing, highlighted by her 15 years served 
as Senior Clinical Services Manager for Baxter Healthcare. As anyone 
who knew Rosa could attest, her greatest passion in her life was her 
family and friends. She was a caring and proud mom, a friend to so 
many whom she loved with no bounds, and a loving wife to a wonder-
ful person who without question gave her the best 14 years of her life.
     Perhaps her most satisfying title was being “Grammy” to her nine 
grandchildren, who she taught what it meant to be loving and kind. To 
those whose lives she touched, she was a wonderful example of some-
one who made the most of her life, whether it was taking amazing 
trips around the world, dancing with exuberant joy, sharing lovingly 
home-cooked meals (and giving styrofoam to-go containers for you to 
take home), or giving hugs to her loved ones that were unforgettable 
and full of compassion and warmth.
     Rosa knew God well and celebrated her faith with her church fami-
ly at Destiny Worship Center. She was re-baptized in the waters of the 
Gulf of Mexico in 2019, which was one of the most joyous occasions of 
her life. Her friends and family should have peace knowing that Rosa’s 
love of God was with a full heart as she left us for heaven.
     She is survived by her husband Ted Lewis, previous husband David 
Rich, sister Mary Ann Tolan, brother Frank Schussler, daughter Lynn 
Sears (Michael), sons Ryan and Aaron Rich (Heather), step-daughter 
Bridgette Lewis, and her nine grandchildren: Katelyn and Michael 
Sears; Anna, Rosa, and Charles Rich; Vivienne and Adele Rich; Lily 
Lazar and Blake Allen.
     She is preceded in death by her parents, Frank and Betty Schussler, 
as well as her brothers, Mark and Robert.
     In light of the circumstances of her passing, a private family funeral 
was held on Monday, December 7, 2020. A full celebration of Rosa’s 
life will be held in the spring of 2021 when all  those who loved her 
will be able to safely celebrate her life together and dance and hug 
each other as Rosa would have wanted it, and hopefully share together 
in a beautiful sunset--or as Rosa used to call it, “God’s masterpiece”.
     In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Destiny Worship 
Center on Panama City Beach at 13300 Panama City Beach Parkway, 
Panama City, Fl 32407 or to the Children’s Cancer Center, 4901 W. 
Cypress Street, Tampa, FL 33607 or a charity of your choice.

Kent-Forest Lawn, 2403 Harrison Avenue - 763-4694 
www.kentforestlawn.com

Walter Rankin
Tami Sederquist
 Bill Spann
 Bill Wanner
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