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I’ll start this article with a big thank you to everyone who has been working 
so hard on their lawns and the exterior appearance of their property. 
The hurricane certainly took its toll, and the weeds from the Meadows 
course are spreading across all of our lawns. The BPW Roads and Grounds 
Committee continues to send out letters encouraging people to keep the 
appearance of their property up to par to help maintain our property values. 
The Architectural Review Committee continues to review all exterior work 
projects to ensure they conform to our rules and community standards. 

Unfortunately, the coronavirus looks as if it’s going to be the gift that keeps 
on giving. None of us know how this will play out but we will be modifying 
our meetings, as necessary, to maintain safety while continuing to get our 
work done. 

As usual, we are looking forward to our annual members meeting on a 
Saturday in June, which will include the election of four individuals to the 
BPW Board of Trustees. Any property owner in good standing who wants to 
run for the BPW Board of Trustees must notify us of their desire to run by 30 
April 2020 to get their name added to the ballot. They may also, but are not 
required, to submit a one-page information sheet on themselves that will be 
included in our members mailing to be sent out in May. Interest in running 
for the board should be provided to Debra in the BPCA office or mailed to 
BPW, P.O. Box 28203, Bay Point, Florida 32411.

As we look ahead, there are many challenges that will have to be dealt within 
the next year. Two of our challenges are getting all of our properties looking 
nice again and ridding the community of illegal fences and out buildings. 
You may recall that in late September last year we sent a letter to every Bay 
Point property owner clearly stating that we intend to enforce all of our 
covenants, restrictions and rules. Strict enforcement of our rules is the only 
way Bay Point will be able to maintain our property values and our status 
as the premier community in Bay County, Florida. Simply put, we all have 
too much to lose to allow a minority of the owners to damage our property 
values by refusing to follow the rules. If you have questions regarding the 
rules, please contact the BPCA office or call me at home. 

As I hear the daily news about Covid-19, I think, as this new reality plays out, 
people are going to need some help at some point. I am reminded how we 
were all pulling together during the Hurricane Michael recovery and, again 
we ask everyone to look out for each other and ask for help when you need it. 
We will get through this too.

May God bless us all!   ■ 

BAY POINT WEST UPDATE
by WALTER RANKIN

After the usual opening, President Wanner began the meeting by asking 
for property owners’ comments.  One property owner complained about 
the PODs that are still being used by some for storage. The agenda and the 
consent agenda were approved. The Board then passed a routine motion 
specifying the individuals authorized to sign checks for BPCA.  

Denise Hindes gave the Financial Committee report.  $8627.90 was approved 
for seawall repair near the Bonefish Bridge. She said the committee also 
reviewed and approved 21 “Intent to Lien” letters that will soon be sent to 
owners who have not fully paid their assessments. 

Mr. Wanner followed with the President’s report. He said we are planning 
an event on Arbor Day, Saturday, April 25. Native plants, shrubs and flowers 
will be available for purchase, and we’re considering a tree planting program 
which may include some free trees. We are also planning our summer concert 
series.

He informed us that there was a meeting held on March 3rd  with 10 people 
having ties to Bay Point. He called this his strategy team that will present 
their ideas and options to the Board and ultimately to the community on 
actions we should take in the future regarding development within Bay 
Point. The long-term goal is to lay out a vision for what Bay Point will be 
and look like in the future. He also said that Tom Worrell, our accountant, 
had submitted his resignation effective April 30, 2020. Tom will be moving 
back to Mississippi. We are grateful for all Tom has achieved to rebuild the 
integrity of our financial position. Tom has been a steady hand in stabilizing 
our financial reporting systems and establishing some discipline in our 
financial accountability. Carl Selph has agreed to chair the Search Committee 
to find a qualified replacement.

Mr. Wanner also reported that he had received a call from Jonathan Grebow, 
a representative of the real estate company that Torchlight hired to convince 
us that the Meadows development plan, with the 325 homes and condo units 
they proposed, will benefit current Bay Point property owners. He requested 
that the Board organize and support a town hall meeting to give them the 
opportunity to explain to our community why we should support their plans.  
Mr. Wanner told them in no uncertain terms that we have no intention of 
setting up a town hall meeting for them. The tone of the conversation leads us 
to believe they have no clue as to how the BPCA community feels about their 
proposed development, and it was clear that they really don’t care. 

Yours truly provided the Bay Point West status report, saying that the Roads 
and Grounds Committee is continuing to send out letters to Bay Point West 
property owners whose property appearance needs attention. I advised 
the Board that several members of our committee spent 3 hours on Friday, 
March 6, 2020, riding on the golf course, looking for illegal fences and 
swimming pools without fences. We will first be sending out courtesy letters 
and then taking stronger measures if owners do not bring their property into 
conformance with BPCA and BPW rules. We also reported that we’re seeing 
many new requests to the BPW Architectural Review Committee. We view 
this as a positive sign that we’re getting back to normal.  

Dan Matthews provided the IT &Technology report. He said in the past 
several weeks he had talked to 3 local vendors who were capable of providing 
us with IT support services but only one of the contractors provided us with a 
bid to provide said services. Dan then made a motion that BPCA enter into a 
contract with ARCITECHX to supply IT support services for the next year at a 
cost of $8,620. The motion passed unanimously.

 MARCH BPCA BOARD MEETINGS - HIGHLIGHTS
by WALTER RANKIN

continued on page 2
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MEN’S GOLF   by Jeff Marti Dan also gave the Infrastructure Report. Dan, Carl Selph and our new 
General Manager, Alan Dubroff, spent some quality time together reviewing 
several proposed project sites with SE Dirtworks and Southeastern Con-
sulting Engineers, SCE. In addition to reviewing the projects, they discussed 
the process of entering into all proposed project work. They got a much better 
understanding of how we all work together to accomplish maintenance of the 
BPCA properties. A few modifications were made to improve the proposed 
work process. We currently have about 10 property maintenance projects that 
need to be completed.

The Infrastructure Committee has initiated a review of the plan to revitalize 
the Residents Gate. Once we have gained a better understanding of what 
work will be  accomplished and the expected results, BPCA can finalize the 
project details. 

Finally, a standing meeting of the Infrastructure Committee has been 
established. The meeting is set for 2:00 p.m. on the last Thursday of each 
month.

Carl Selph gave the Security Report. He said speeding violations continue to 
be down, which is good news for all. Illegal parking and running stop signs 
are areas of continued concern and enhanced enforcement. Everyone should 
remember that the cul-de-sacs are part of the roadway system and are not to 
be used as supplemental parking. Vehicles parked in the cul-de-sacs will be 
cited for illegal parking. Carl said there continues to be residents and owners 
who damage the entrance and exit gates. It’s a mystery to all of us why 
anyone, knowing that there are cameras recording their every move, would 
intentionally damage a gate and incur fines of $1000-$2500 rather than 
simply driving around and using the Residents Gate. 

Reggie Breault gave the Community Garden Report. He said there are still 11 
garden spots available for a cost of $30.00 per year. He also reported that we 
now have a new tiller.

Under “new business,” Mr. Wanner talked more about his strategy team. He 
reiterated that the strategy team would be looking at the future of Bay Point, 
and the expected product consisting of maps and design templates showing 
what we think Bay Point ought to look like in the future. We will then have 
town hall meetings to get property owners’ ideas. When complete, this will 
be a guide as to where we should be putting our efforts for the future of our 
community.

The last item on the agenda was the approval of a one-year contract with 
DRMP to provide project management services to BPCA. The scope of this 
contract is to manage maintenance or improvements performed by others.  
DRMP will perform the job that Jack Kennedy has been doing for several 
years.  

Jack will be providing project management for all of Harbor Villas’ hurricane 
repairs--a very large, complex and important set of tasks. We thank Jack for 
his dedicated and diligent work for the past several years.

 The meeting was then adjourned.  ■

 March BPCA Board Meeting/cont’d from page 1

                       Hell is other people.   --Jean-Paul Sartre

When we consider the current environment and mourn the restrictions that 
we must endure, surely among the least of those restrictions is the postpone-
ment or cancellation of sports events. Missing a few ball games is not likely 
to cause long-term disability in most people, and even die-hard gamblers can 
find something else to bet on. 

Interestingly enough, it can be argued that one sport that should continue 
is golf. Few competitions can approach golf when it comes to the current re- 
quirement of social distancing; the nature of the game is such that you never 
need come near your opponent. You can walk or ride alone. Your playing field 
is airy and unconfined. The only things you touch are those things you can 
control. 

Golf does not need spectators and, in fact, below the professional level is 
played better without them. You don’t need the encouragement of teammates 
or their reproach; it’s easy to reproach yourself. No longer will  you be consid-
ered sullen and uncommunicative as you march down the fairway or run off 
the green; you are merely being considerate of your own and other’s health. 
When it comes to settling bets, amounts can be texted and checks mailed. It 
is a little surprising that our health experts are prizing home seclusion above   
golf when you can practice social distancing and still get in a round.

Bay Point Men’s Golf Association had two tournaments during the month of 
March, as February’s event was put off by weather. The first game was a Mem-
ber/Member, Member/Guest and featured a one best ball of the twosome,   
won by Al and Dale. The later event was a three best ball out of a foursome  
and was won by Larry, Egon, Jimmy and Al at a startling 36 under. 

Despite the arguments made above, it is always possible management could 
decide to close the golf course. All efforts are being made to stay open: no 
rakes in traps, no touching the flag, sanitize the carts, etc. If the course is 
closed, you may not have to suffer another of these columns. Stay well.   ■



 3APRIL 2020



4                                                                                    APRIL 2020                

Beads, Beads, and more Beads. It’s Mardi 
Gras Season in Bay County! 

The Krewe of Dominique Youx, which 
originated in Bay Point years ago, 
celebrates its 34th year. This year’s 
festivities started off on the evening of 
Saturday, February 8th, at Edgewater 
Beach convention center. 

The evening was highlighted with the 
crowning of the new king and queen. I 
am proud to announce that Dominique 
Youx XXIV is David Landreth, and his 
new queen is Jerrilyn Griffitts. Both 
are residents of Bay Point and are also 
members of the Bay Point Yacht Club, 
as are many past kings and queens and 
members. 

Their first official function was the 
following Saturday the 15th, when they, 
along with their new court of pirates 
and princesses as well as several Krewe 
members, participated in the St. Andrews 
Mardi Gras Parade. 

On Saturday the 22nd, everyone again 
gathered to parade in the Krewe of 
Dominique Youx Parade at Pier Park.  
   

 Smooth Seas and Fair Skies . . .  
      
 Greg Taylor, Past Commodore

DOCK TALK
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The March Spirited Ladies’ gathering was an afternoon of warm sunshine, spring-like breezes, and delightful conversation. Linda Spinner’s home was simply 
beautiful with her azaleas in full bloom, and the bay view sparkling like diamonds. Our signature cocktail was a Cucumber Elderflower Martini served on 
the pool deck. It was all delicious! After “Spirits” and appetizers on the deck, Linda’s co-host, Karen Seubert, ushered us inside to give instructions on “ tile 
painting.”  Karen and Linda put on a wonderful program for us. The neighbors could probably hear us laughing during this event. We were well pleased with 
our creations.                   
       Thanks to Linda and Karen for a wonderful afternoon!                                               
              --Johnnie Helms

THE SPIRITED LADIES

Looking for a DOG WALKER or HOUSE SITTER?
Call Susan at 850-596-1228

References Available
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OUR BAY POINT OSPREYS HAVE 
RETURNED TO THEIR NEST FOR RAISING 
ANOTHER FAMILY.  THE NEST IS ATOP OF 
THE STRUCTURE BUILT BY A GENEROUS 

BAY POINT RESIDENT.  THE NESTING SITE 
IS ON KINGFISH DRIVE ADJACENT TO THE 

GOLF COURSE AND PONDS.

THESE MAGNIFICENT BIRDS ARE GREAT 
FISHERMEN AND FAMILY PROVIDERS.

PLEASE OBSERVE THE BIRDS FROM A 
DISTANCE SO THEY ARE NOT DISTURBED.

                             --Dean Resch

               WELCOME BACK
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 Your Favorite Restaurants “To Go” Guide           
Feeling a bit cooped up? Understandable. Bay Point is an active community that isn’t used to staying home or being socially distant from friends and family.  
And while it may seem extreme, when we consider the number of “high-risk” residents in our community, practicing social distancing and settling in for a little 
homebodiness makes us a safer, and more neighborly, neighborhood. This self-sequestering isn’t forever, but the consequences of spreading the coronavirus 
through our community would be felt forever by those affected.  

But back to the stir-crazy bit. You could embrace this opportunity to break out all those kitchen gadgets you’ve used once and relegated to the back of the 
cabinet, or start working through some of the recipes you’ve been diligently collecting for years but haven’t found time to actually make. Not you in that mirror? 
A scrumptious meal and ice cold quarantini from your favorite restaurant may be just the experience you need to beat the boxed-in blues.   

Leave the cooking to the experts and take the delicious path of least resistance by picking up the phone and ordering out from your favorite restaurant.  
Dinnertime is instantly transformed from chore to delightful experience; clean up is a snap, and you earn the satisfaction of knowing that you are helping an 
independent business keep its doors open. The restaurants below support the families of our friends and neighbors; with no visitors in town, they need our 
loyalty more than ever before.  

Added bonus? All restaurants can sell beer, wine, and liquor drinks with food purchases. From singles to gallon containers of your favorite signature cocktails, 
you can now create your own pairing menu complete with all your favorite libations. 

Hours/menus may change; call the restaurant or check online for up-to-date information. Go to www.GrandLagoon.com for easy links.  --by Tracy Rudhall

Bar 72   
(850) 235-6978                                                                                               

Open daily 7 am-4pm
  Our own neighborhood pub,

  serving lunch to go
  just a short golf cart ride away

Bricks & Barley Pizza
       
      

 (850) 775-1677 
Open daily 3-9 pm; 11-9 pm Fri-Sun
  Full menu and new family meals, 

Adult beverages with food purchase
Delivery to Bay Point.

 Christo’s Sports Bar & Grill
(850) 708-1878 

Open Mon-Sat 11-8pm
Ever try the beet salad wth goat cheese? 

Full menu and drinks to go.
   

C-Level 
(850) 233-3564 

Open daily 4-?pm
Full menu to go; limited delivery. 

Cocktails available with food purchase.

Dat Cajun Place
(850) 588-5314
Open daily 11-8pm

All your favorites to go (except brunch)
along with hoarder-sized containers of their 
award winning Bloody Mary’s & Trudy Tea. 

Diego’s Burrito Factory
(850) 238-8741

On Thomas Drive
Open daily 11-8pm

Full menu; 
bar drinks available w/food orders

get a gallon to go!

Fatty Patty’s
(850) 236-9276

Open Daily 8-2pm
Full menu, including daily specials

Family meals available w/24-hr. notice
Homemade desserts included!

Finn’s Barista Bar
(850)249-3466

Open Tues.-Sun., 7-3 pm.
Coffees, kombucha & full menu to go

(Don’t miss the cookies!)
A beachside drive to jumpstart your day.

Finn’s Island Style Grub
(850) 249-3466

Open Tues.-Sun., 8-3pm
Full menu plus family taco bar packages

Order online www.finnsgrub.com
Say “Taco Tuesday” when you order 

and get 1/2 price tacos!

Firefly
(850) 249-3359

Open Daily 4-7 pm
Limited menu to go

Full bar available w/food purchase.
Call after 4pm for daily specials.

Patches Pub & Grill
(850) 233-8879

Opem daily 11-8pm
Full menu, including daily specials;

All bar beverages available to go.

Schooners
(850) 235-3555

Open daily 8-4pm
Special menu & full bar; delivered 

to your car curbside.
Best webcam for a beach fix, too!

www.schoooners.com 

The Grand Marlin
(850) 249-1500

Open daily 4-8pm; 11-8 Sunday
New curbside 3-course menu for 1/2/4 
people, brunch on Sunday, including 

mimosas. Favorite sides also packed for
family style meals.

Tides Restaurant & Lounge
(850) 236-6000

Open daily 7 a.m.-10pm
Full breakfast, lunch & dinner menus & 

bar available for curbside pickup.

Triple J Steaks & Seafood
(850) 233-9514

Open daily 11-8pm
Offering free delivery in addition to

curbside to go!

Runaway Island
14521 Front Beach Road

Open for take-out of whole menu, 
including frozen daquiris. 

Call 850-634-4884 for curbside delivery.

Liza’s Kitchen
  7328 Thomas Drive

For take-out, call 850-233-9000. 
Orders can be brought curbside. 

Andy’s Flour Power
2629 Thomas Drive

Open for to-go orders
See weekend brunch menu at
www.AndysFlourPower.com
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As I write this, the golf course is still open with changes made for safe play 
and social distancing. We now play with one person only in a cart, no rakes 
in the sand traps, and changed cups that don’t require removing the flag 
stick. We also load our own bags onto the carts. These are all well thought 
out measures to help us get some fresh air and exercise while being cautious.

We still play every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday morning, but the tee 
time is changed to 8:00. Our official play day with prizes is still Wednesday.

Winners from the past few weeks are as follows:

 2/5   Scramble - 1st place team: Gwen Hedrick, Lori Battles, Rebecca 
Halnon, and Becky Langdon      

 2/12 Points game - 1st place Gwen Hedrick, 2nd place Brenda Hatfield

2/19 low net pair - 1st place Lois Hansen and Lori Battles

        2/26 low gross - 1st place Gwen Hedrick, 2nd place Kathy Arent

              low net - 1st place Lori Battles, 2nd place Sandy Cornelius

3/11 Scramble -  team Terry Marti, Brenda Hatfield, Sandy Cornelius, and 
Chris Garnjost 

3/18 points game -  1st place Brenda Hatfield, 2nd place Lois Hansen

Be safe, be healthy,

Kathy Arent

LADIES GOLF   by KATHY ARENT
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There is a staggering amount of information available regarding coronavirus, 
and advice comes from every corner of the internet. However, all information 
is not created equal; there is a vast amount of misinformation out there, as 
well as speculation masquerading as fact. Avoid the rabbit holes and stick to 
resources you know you can trust.  

The CDC (www.cdc.gov) and World  Health Organization (www.who.int) 
provide the most current and complete information regarding coronavirus, 
including Frequently Asked Questions and Myth-Busters.  Below are 
the CDC’s top recommendations for preventing infection and spread of 
CODID-19:

1- WashYour Hands, Often. It’s  one of the most important things you 
can do to protect yourself and those around you from contracting COVID-19.  
How often is often? Before  you prepare food, after you use the bathroom, 
after you have been in public places and have touched potentially dirty 
surfaces. Hot or cold water is OK; the main thing  is to take your time and 
wash thoroughly. Hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol is an acceptable 
substitute if you can’t wash.  

The recommendation is to wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water 
for at least 20 seconds, which is in the realm of washing for two minutes 
when it comes to my kids. While an easy trick is to scrub hands while singing 
Happy Birthday twice, www.washyourlyrics.com lets you create a poster 
from your favorite song that shows how to wash hands step by step to the beat 
of a song of your choosing.  

Also important is to avoid touching your face--specifically your eyes, nose and 
mouth--with unwashed hands. This is much easier said than done (especially 
for kids), but it’s a really critical step in preventing infection.

2- Avoid close contact. The other most important thing we can do to 
prevent the spread of  coronavirus is to practice social distancing. Symptoms 
of COVID-19, on average, take 5-14 days to show up from the time of                                                                                                                                 
infection, but a person can still pass it on to other people during that time.

According to the CDC, the virus is thought to be spread mainly between 
people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet). It is 
transmitted through respiratory droplets--produced when an infected person 
coughs or sneezes--that can land in the mouths or noses of people who are 
nearby, or possibly be inhaled into the lungs. That visualization should be all 
you need to remember to keep a safe distance. 

3- Clean and disinfect surfaces–Practice extra vigilance and clean and 
disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily--think tables, hard-backed chairs, 
doorknobs, light switches, phones, tablets, touch screens, remote controls, 
keyboards, handles, desks, toilets, sinks. Look for active ingredients such as 
bleach (sodium hypochloride), ammonia (quaternary ammonium), alcohol 
(70%) or hydrogen peroxide.

4- Cover coughs and sneezes–Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue 
when coughing or sneezing or use the inside of your elbow. Throw used tissues 
in the trash. Immediately  wash hands with soap and water for at least 20 
seconds. If soap and water are not readily available, clean hands with hand 
sanitizer containing at least 60% alcohol.

5- Stay home if you’re sick–Unless going for medical care, stay home if 
you are feeling unwell. Call your doctor or ER before going, as there may be 
special protocol to follow. When going out, wear a facemask if sick. You do 
NOT need to wear a facemask if you are  not sick, unless you are caring for 
someone who is sick and unable to wear a facemask.   ■ 

Useful CDC Guidelines for Preventing COVID-19
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The March Luncheon of the BPWC was held at Runaway Island 
Restaurant, located on the beautiful sandy shores of Panama City Beach. The 
view was spectacular as we dined on a luscious menu. Attendees dined on 
their choice of Caesar Salad topped with Smoked Salmon, Paneed Chicken or 
Swordfish Tacos with French Fries. The theme for this month’s luncheon was 
COURAGE.

COURAGE: “The truth is that we need courage every day, not just in 
extreme circumstances.”  --Steve Gilliland

Plum Delightful provided a fashion Show of cute fashions that wom-
en of any age and figure could wear. They also brought a selection of jewelry 
items that tantalized many of us and could be purchased at the luncheon. 

Attendees were treated to a commentary from one of our members, 
Tammy Estep, regarding her new book, “After the Rain.” Tammy spoke briefly 
about her growth as a woman and finding the courage to face some very harsh 
life experiences as a young adult. Tammy is currently working on her second 
book that will expound on surviving domestic violence and becoming the 
woman she is today.

Domestic abuse can happen to anyone. If you suspect someone you know is 
experiencing abuse, or you have (or are) a victim, YOU have the courage to get 
help. Take the first step and reach out to a friend, family or law enforcement. 
“You never know how strong you are until being strong is the only choice you 
have.”    --Steve Gilliland

Thank you to our kind luncheon hostesses for donating the festive St. 
Patrick’s Day themed centerpieces. One person from each table received a 
centerpiece as a prize to take home after the luncheon.

Due to the current governmental restrictions caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the April General Membership luncheon and the annual Easter Egg 
Hunt have been canceled. The agenda items for the April meeting have been 
delayed and hopefully can be addressed at the May Luncheon. 

The Easter Sunrise Service will be held at Marina View Park. Please 
observe the current CDC guidelines of special distancing of 6’ apart. We will 
again be selling Easter Lilies for $15 each. If you would like to purchase one or 
more, please contact Chyspa Ross at (850) 814-8151. The program for the Ser-
vice will recognize purchases made in Memory of and in Honor of your loved 
ones. After the service, you may take the lily(ies) that you purchased home.  ■

      WOMEN’S CLUB  by LAURA WEBBER
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Mr. Chad Six, owner of Chad’s Cut & Trim, Inc. (850-624-9756), has          
graciously shared some of his lawn care expertise with the residents of Bay 
Point West.

Your Humble Correspondent:  What is the best type of grass for our 
area lawns?

Chad: (In order of preference) Zoysia, St. Augustine, Centipede 

YHC:  What is the optimum height to mow grass?

Chad:  3 to 3½ inches.  I prefer to keep lawns mowed to a height of 3½ 
inches.

YHC:   Do different types of grass do better when kept at different heights? 

Chad:  All lawns do best at 3 to 3½  inches.

YHC:  And do different types of grass do better in shade and others do bet-
ter in sunny areas?

Chad:  Centipede does best in full sun; Zoysia likes full to partial sun.  St. 
Augustine is suitable to sun or shade.

YHC:  What is the best time of day to water our lawns?

Chad:  Early morning.

YHC:  How long do you recommend that we water?

Chad:  It depends on the weather, but generally 30 to 40 minutes.  Summer, 
of course, requires more water. 

YHC:  Does this schedule change depending on the time of year?

Chad:  In normal weather (absent a period of drought), we can stop watering 
regularly between November and February.

YHC:  When is the best time to trim flowering trees and/or shrubs?

Chad:  After they have bloomed.

YHC:  What is the purpose of trimming back crape myrtles every year?

Chad:  That is a matter of preference and is not really necessary.  However, 
if previous cutting back has produced knots and not really a straight trunk, 
then trimming back will produce a more pleasing shape.

YHC:  What is the best kind of mulch to apply, and what are the benefits of 
mulching flower beds?

Chad:  Pine bark mulch produces roaches and its use is not recommended.  
Cypress and pine straw mulch cost about the same.  Pine straw mulch breaks 
down more quickly, releasing nutrients into the soil.  Mulching flower beds 
improves their appearance, cuts down on weeds, and nourishes the soil.

YHC:  How often should we put down fresh mulch?

Chad:  At least once per year.  Laying down mulch from October to Febru-
ary does not subject the mulch to drying out as much as if it is applied in hot 
summer months.  

YHC:  Don’t snakes like to hide in mulch?

Chad:  Snakes hide anywhere they want to, but cypress mulch seems to have  
mild pest repelling properties and a more pleasing fragrance. 

YHC:  Is there a way to keep snakes out of our yards?  

Chad:  Try spreading moth balls around the perimeter of the yard, but use 
sparingly, as moth balls can change the pH of the soil.

YHC:  How can we control moles and/or mole crickets in our lawns?

CHAD:  Consult a pest control company for treatment of mole crickets and 
moles. Moles eat mole crickets, so removing them eliminates one source of 
food for moles. However, they also eat grubs, larvae, earthworms and beetles.  
Be aware that mole crickets fly around at night and are attracted to light.  If 
you want to light your property at night for security, I recommend motion 
sensor lights. Don’t leave pool lights on at night unless you want to wake up 
to a bunch of drowned mole crickets. (YHC: Oh, yuk!)  This, of course, would 
be prevented by a screened enclosure around your pool.

YHC:  What schedule do you suggest for treating lawns throughout the 
year?  For instance, when is the best time to fertilize or put down weed 
killer?

Chad:  April-ish – Fertilize for the spring (“weed & feed”).  June/July – Give 
your lawn a mid-summer boost with a slow-release fertilizer (16-4-8 or 15-
0-15).  Weed & feed again in the fall; your yard is already stressed from hot 
summer weather, so don’t weed & feed in summer.

YHC:  What is the best treatment for nuisance weeds like dollar plants?

Chad:  Basic spray weed killer. Hint: Adding a little household dish deter-
gent to the weed killer helps the mixture to stick to the leaves of the weeds.

Many thanks to Chad Six for all the good advice!

Heads up:  The Bay Point West Board of Directors has instituted a new rule.  
All Bay Point West yards must display a pink flamingo in the front and cen-
ter of their yard. This pink flamingo must be at least 3 feet tall but must not 
exceed 6 feet in height. Lighting and/or decorations on the flamingos may 
be done at the preference of the property owner.

    
                     Bay Point West Roads & Grounds Committee

   . . . April Fool!

INTERVIEW WITH AN EXPERT
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Imagine being placed under house arrest and the penalty 
for leaving is death. This is exactly what happens to 
Count Alexander Rostov, a Russian aristocrat, when in 
1922 the Count is brought before a Bolshevik tribunal 
and confined to a grand hotel, The Metropol. The Count 
is forced to give up his splendid hotel suite; his new 
home is a  small attic room, which formerly housed 
servants. The Count realizes that “if a man does not 
master his circumstances, then he is bound to  be mastered by them.”

Our facilitator, Linda Null, pointed out that The Metropol is a character 
itself: a splendid hotel in the tradition of the Ritz, with a grand dining room, 
ballroom, and numerous employees who work to make the hotel special 
through the decades. She brought pictures of the hotel and shared how 
Towles’ portrayal of The Metropol is so historically accurate.

Like the bonus material on a DVD, Towles had footnotes throughout the 
novel that explained Russian customs and historical details. These were a 
favorite feature that we enjoyed reading and added much to A Gentleman in 
Moscow.

The Count makes friends with Nina, a bright and inquisitive nine-year-old 
who lives in the hotel with her father. She possesses a master  hotel key and 
introduces the Count to the back rooms of The Metropol. Nina is the first of 
many friends the Count makes during his three decades in The Metropol: 
the young actress who arrives with two huge dogs, a seamstress who works 
in the hotel, the grand dining room chef, and the American traveler he 
meets at the bar.

We enjoyed meeting at Linda Spinner’s home where she and Elisabeth 
Mussat served a novel-themed repast with caviar, fruit (the Count had fruit 
each morning), and other goodies.

As a coffee lover, one of my favorite quotes from A Gentleman in Moscow  
is “Either way, he figured a cup of coffee would hit the spot. For what is 
more versatile? As at home in tin as it is in Limoges, coffee can energize the 
industrious at dawn, calm the reflective at  noon, or raise the spirits of the 
beleaguered in the middle of the night.”       
                                                                                  --Jan Williams

NOTE:  Kenneth Branagh will star in and produce a TV adaptation of                          
               A Gentleman in Moscow. 

 BOOK REVIEWS
A Gentleman in Moscow 

by Amor Towles
 Secrets of a Charmed Life, a novel 

by Susan Meissner

This book was a “Good” read. It didn’t come close to the 
“Best” book I’ve ever read. However, it was an awesome 
story! The “Bookers of the Night” club enjoyed the story. 
The least favorite part of the book was the journaling at 
the end--although one club member used audible, and she 
loved it. I may have to try the audible version!

I really appreciate the fact that Meissner didn’t feel the 
need to create a complicated “PRESENT” story . . . the past took center stage. 
Wonderfully and descriptively written to where I felt compelled to check 
out videos from the “Blitz”. It must have been a truly terrifying time to be a 
Londoner. I look forward to reading more by Meissner . . . I give her 4.0 stars.

Book Description
                                            Current day, Oxford, England                                                                            
Young American scholar Kendra Van Zant, eager to pursue her version 
of  a perfect life, interviews Isabel McFarland just when the elderly woman 
is ready to give up secrets about the war that she has kept for decades . . .        
beginning with who she really is. What Kendra receives from Isabel is both a 
gift and a burden--one that will test her convictions and her heart.    

                1940s, England                                                    
As Hitler wages an unprecedented war against London’s civilian population,     
one million children are evacuated to foster homes in the rural countryside. 
But even as fifteen-year-old Emmy Downtree and her much younger sister 
Julia find refuge in a charming Cotswold cottage, Emmy’s burning ambition 
to return to the city and apprentice with a fashion designer pits her against 
Julia’s profound need of her sister’s presence. Acting at cross purposes just 
as the Luftwaffe rains down its terrible distruction, the sisters are cruelly 
separated, and their lives are transformed . . . 

About the Author
 

Susan Meissner is a former managing editor of a weekly newspaper and an 
award-winning columnist. She is also the award-winning author of A Bridge 
Across the Ocean, Secrets of a Charmed Life, A Fall of Marigolds, and Stars 
Over Sunset Boulevard, among other novels.                                             
              --Tammy Estep



Bay Point Virtual Easter Egg Hunt
Because our Easter Egg hunt was cancelled, BPWC has decided to do a 
virtual hunt, but we need your help! There will be a table in front of 201 
Marlin Circle with a tub of Easter-themed cutouts and a sign-up sheet. The 
cutouts are numbered. Pick a number, then write your address next to the 
matching number on the sign-up sheet. Display the cutout in your yard or in 
a window that is visible from the street. 

Beginning Saturday, March 28th through Saturday, April 11th, drive, walk, 
or golf cart through the neighborhood to hunt the eggs. There will be an Egg 
Hunt Sheet available by e-mail or on various Facebook pages for download. 
Write the address where the cutout is found next to the corresponding 
number on the sheet. Submit the sheets by Saturday, April 11th at noon. We 
will do a drawing for cash prizes that afternoon.

Rules of the Hunt:
The hunt is for children 18 and younger.

Write your name, age, address, and phone number on the completed sheet.

Please be fair and do not remove the cutouts from yards or windows OR hide 
them where other hunters can't find them. 

We have 24 yard cutouts and 40 window cutouts available. If you don't 
get an "official hunt" cutout, do not hesitate to make your own Easter-
themed cutouts and display them to make the hunt a little more festive. We 
will be sending this information out to ALL of Bay Point to get the entire 
neighborhood involved.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 405-501-
0449 or OUAJ@aol.com. 

P.S. The tub, table, pens, and cutouts are all being sanitized. However, feel 
free to bring your own pen and/or hand sanitizer. 

                       
 --Laura Webber 
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Bay Point Women’s Club Hosts                         
Virtual Easter Egg Hunt

Let’s go on a hunt! Due to COVID-19 precautions, the Bay Point Women’s 
Club chose to cancel their annual Easter Egg Hunt scheduled for March 28. 
They will instead host a virtual hunt, beginning Saturday, March 28th with 
Easter-themed cutouts displayed in windows and yards throughout Bay 
Point. The hunt is open from Saturday, March 28th through Saturday, April 
11th. 

Hunters can download the Easter Egg Hunt sheet from Facebook or 
e-mail. When hunters find a cutout, they will write the address next to the 
corresponding number on the sheet. Completed sheets must be submitted 
to OUAJ@aol.com or to the box at 201 Marlin Circle no later than Saturday, 
April 11th by noon. Drawings for cash prizes will follow that afternoon. 
Hunters must be 18 and under to be eligible for the prizes. 

It’s going to be an egg-cellent event!  ■
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Bay Point Community Association, Inc., Board

  In an Emergency, call 911 first, then Bay Point Security at 234-0124 

IMPORTANT  TELEPHONE  NUMBERS
  BPCA OFFICE .................  234-2727

  BAY POINT MARINA ....  235-6911

  BAY POINT NEWS .........  235-3579

  BAY POINT POST OFFICE. 233-1058

  BAY POINT SECURITY .. 234-0124

BAR 72 .................................. .  230-8860

TENNIS PRO SHOP.................  588-8202

CLUB MEADOWS PRO SHOP  235-6950
       
GOLF RESERVATIONS ..........  235-6909

SHERATON HOTEL ................. 236-6000

 in  A PR I L

 Linda Corcoran, 2nd VP
251-554-7617

lindacorcoran@ . . .

William Wanner, Pres.
708-1769, 890-2879

williamcwanner@baypointflorida.org

Denise Hindes, Treas.
234-2727

dhindes@baypointflorida.org

Don Connor
867-6317

donconnor@baypointflorida.org

Jose Velez
625-1117

josevelez@baypointflorida.org

Walt Rankin
588-2652

waltrankin@baypointflorida.org

.Keith Connor
513-919-8167

kdconnor@baypointflorida.com

Carl Selph, 1st VP
238-2108

cselph@baypointflorida.org

BPCA General Manager:-Alan Dubroff,CAM - alandubroff@baypointflorida.org
       BPCA Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 234-2727.(After hours: 234-0124)

BPCA Office Staff:
          Tom Worrel, Accountant - accounting@baypointflorida.org
          Debra Haydn, Administrative & Financial Asst. - dhaydn@baypointflorida.org
          Wenda Higham, Admin., - admin@baypointflorida.org

Director of Security: Jim Moore

Subscriptions to this Bay Point 
paper are available to non-residents 
for $10 a year. Please send temporary 
or permanent address changes to the 
BPCA Office, Box 27578, Bay Point, 
FL 32411. 

Kathy Arent
Jim Cornelius
Tammy Estep
Johnnie Helms
Jeff Marti
Jim Moore

Emails/Letters to the Editor Policy 
Content must pertain specifically to the Bay 
Point community, address issues not indi-
viduals, and tone must be civil. Emails and 
letters may be edited for space and clarity, 
and editor reserves the right to select for pub-
lication a representative letter from several 
submitted on the same subject & to solicit 
letters to balance opinion. Editorial Leave photos, articles, 

letters to the editor, news or calendar 
events on the doorstep of 397 Wahoo 
Road, or email baypointnews@
comcast.net or call 235-3579. Please 
be sure to include your name and 
phone number.

BAY POINT NEWS
P.O. Box 27578, Panama City, FL 32411-7578 

  Bay Point News is published once a month by Bay Point News LLC  for all 
Bay Point homeowners and visitors to Bay Point and the Sheraton Bay Point Resort.

Editor 
  Jane Moore
Copy Editor
Diane Rogers

 Production
  Jim Moore

Advertisers 
For rates & information, email 

baypointnews@comcast.net 
or call 235-3579

     Contributing Writers

Jo Ann Day, Secretary
850-236-9728

joannday@baypointflorida.org

If you would like to advertise
in this paper, please call 235-3579

or email baypointnews@comcast.net
for rates and information.

Dan Matthews
703-628-6211

danmatthews@ . . .

 1 Ladies Golf: 8:00 a.  

 3 Ladies Golf: 8:00 a.m.
        Yacht Club: Sunset Social,
         5:30-7:00, clubhouse

 4 Yacht Club: Breakfast
          8:30-10 a.m., clubhouse 
 6 Ladies Golf: 8.00 a.m. 
        
  7 Architectural Review Meeting:      
       3:30 p.m., Conference Room           8 Ladies Golf: 8:00 a.m

10 Ladies Golf: 8:00 a.m.
          Yacht Club: Sunset Social,
          5:30-7:00, clubhouse

11 Yacht Club: Breakfast
         8:30-10 a.m., clubhouse          12 EASTER SUNDAY 
          13 Ladies Golf: 8:00 a.m.
         BPCA Board Meeting: 
         5:30 p.m., Conference Room
                 

Walter Rankin
Dean Resch
Roads & Grounds Committee
Tracy Rudhall
Greg Taylor
Laura Webber

To submit items for the calendar, email baypointnews@comcast.net

18  Yacht Club: Breakfast     8:30-10 a.m., clubhouse

20 Ladies Golf: 8:00 a.m.
          Bookies Book Club: 1 p.m.

21 Architectural Review Meeting:      
       3:30 p.m., Conference Room                  

22  Ladies Golf: 8:00 a.m.
       24 Ladies Golf: 8:00 a.m.
          Yacht Club: Sunset Social,
          5:30-7:00, clubhouse

25 Yacht Club: Breakfast
          8:30-10 a.m., clubhouse

27 Ladies Golf: 8:00 a.m.
                  29 Ladies Golf: 8:00 a.m.

COASTAL BAY LAWN CARE
Commercial & Residential

Landscaping Design & Installation
Bay Point references on request.

Jamie Pickett - 850.625.4320

Kevin Lynn
850-236-4200

kevin.lynn@vacationclub.com

15 Ladies Golf: 8:00 a.m.    

17 Ladies Golf: 8:00 a.m.
          Yacht Club: Sunset Social,
          5:30-7:00, clubhouse
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On Monday, March 16th, seven boats from the Bay Point Yacht 
Club cruised west to Baytowne Marina in Sandestin to celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day.   Members making the trip were P/C David 
and PD Landreth in “Miss P D,” P/C Jeff and Tampa Brooks 
in “Slow Dancin’,” P/C Michael and Georganne Williams in 
“Hanalei,” Ken And Marilyn Gummels in “Galatea,” Mike and 
Emily Brooks in “2nd Chance,” Lee Jones and guest Robin in 
“Sandcastles,” and Jim and Sandy Cornelius with guests Lin 
and Fran Reynolds in “Carolina Girl.”

To start the celebrating, all gathered aboard “Carolina Girl” 
Monday evening for cocktails and heavy hors d’oeuvres. On St. 
Patty’s Day, we ventured in to Baytowne Wharf for lunch and 
discovered almost all of the planned music, parade, bagpipes, 
etc. had been canceled due to the coronavirus outbreak.   We 
consoled ourselves with a few adult beverages and made our 
way back to the marina. It was a quiet afternoon for a St. Patty’s 
Day.

That night we were joined by Steve and Bonnie Hall for dinner 
at The Marlin Grill. Even though the restaurant was restricted 
to 50% occupancy, our party of twenty made it seem as lively 
as ever.   

We are looking forward to our next “yachting” function in 
April. The plan is to cruise to Apalachicola on April 15th and 
stay two nights, and then on to Carrabelle for two nights. Watch 
for more information from the Yacht Club.

 --Jim Cornelius

St. Patrick’s Day Cruise


