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JANUARY 2021 BPCA MEETING
  by Walt Rankin

As you would expect, the BPCA Board meeting held on January 19, 
2021, was primarily about buying the golf courses. However, there 
are a couple of news items that I need to share with you before we get 
back into the golf course discussions.

	 ●		We	have	been	informed	by	the	United	States	Postal	
	 					Service	that	they	will	no	longer	deliver	mail	or	packages	to		
      the Bay Point Post Office unless the address includes the  
      P.O. Box  number. All mail/packages without the P.O. box  
      number will be returned to the sender.

Therefore, it is imperative that we notify anyone who is 
going to send us a package that our address is shown as
follows: XXX Wahoo Rd. #29555 . . . where the 29555 rep-
resents your P.O. Box number. Using your address in this 
format should allow all the package delivery services, 
including the USPS, to accurately deliver the package.

 ●		If	complaining	about	a	streetlight	that	is	out,	you	should			
			 				look	on	the	light	pole	and	note	the	number	on	it.	When
    you call the BPCA office to report the light being out, they  
    will need that number to accurately report it to Gulf Power.  
    The  streetlights are the responsibility of Gulf Power. 
    BPCA has no way to replace or repair a light.

												●		We	are	continuing	to	work	on	the	back	gate.	Many	of	the		 	
   parts are very old and will be replaced as the replacement   
   parts come in.

 We voted down the Assessment -- Now what??

Now, back to the elephant in the room . . . buying the golf courses. 
At the  beginning of the meeting, it was opened up to the owners to 
make their comments. For the next hour there was a dialogue be-
tween and among the Board members and residents. A few of the 
owners got together and came up with a plan that, if approved, would 
allow us to buy both golf courses. They estimate that this would cost 
us $32 a month for the next 10 years. This provides money to buy 
both golf courses--and over $1,000,000 to: 

 ●		Improve	and	enhance	the	buildings	and	parking	areas	for		
     the Nicklaus course.

	 ●		Complete	the	fencing	around	Bay	Point	so	it	is	completely		
     fenced in.

	 ●		Beautify	the	golf	course	property	in	coordination	with	the		
     golf course management company.

I have made it clear in a separate article that I have always supported 
buying the	Meadows.	I	also	support	buying	both	golf	courses	if	indeed		

“the devil is in the details”. On its face, this plan looks to be much 
more manageable than the one we voted down on the 16th of January. 
I suggest we wait and see what they come up with as they flesh out the 
plan. The things I will be looking for are:

	 ●		Reduction	of	some	of	the	authority	Torchlight	retains	after		
     we purchase the property.

	 ●		Full	and	complete	visibility	into	the	operations	and	finances		
     of the Nicklaus course by ALL of the BPCA Board members.

	 ●		Funding	plan	details	backed	up	with	facts.

Bill	Wanner	said	that	our	contract	gives	us	until	the	29th	of	January	to	
finalize it. There is also a provision that allows either party to request 
a 60-day extension. However, the other party does not have to grant 
the	extension.	We	will	request	the	extension	and	see	what	follows.

Postal	Service	Regulation	prohibits	using	the	street
address	of	the	Post	Office	to	receive	BP	residents’
personal mail and packages. You must rent a post
office	box	to	collect	your	mail	at	this	location.	All
mail addressed to residents at the street address of
this	post	office	will	immediately	be	returned	to	
sender according to postal regulations.

Postal	Regulations	prohibit	employees	from	
removing mail from boxes and handing it over the
counter to residents. Please use your key to
access your box.

               
Attention Postal Customers

Torchlight	refuses	to	sell	the	Meadows	separately.	As	they	say,
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A special BPCA meeting was held on January 16, 2021, at the Sheraton 
Hotel. The only subject to be considered was the approval, or disapproval, 
of a $70.00 per month special assessment to pay for buying both golf 
courses and “amenities”. 

The meeting was planned for a 10 a.m. start. However, so many people 
showed up that the processing of their votes/proxies delayed the start until 
10:45 a.m. BPCA president, Bill Wanner, called the meeting to order and 
invited the owners to approach the microphone and share their opinions with 
those present. For over an hour we listened to various opinions, which are 
summarized below.

 ●	Thanks to the BPCA Board directors for all their hard work regardless of 
    how to vote turns out. 
 ●	There are too many unanswered questions at this point in time and the 
    owners were left out of the process and need more information to cast an 
    informed vote.
	●		BPCA doesn’t have the experience to run a golf course and the projected 
    dollar numbers don’t look good to me.
	●		This is too much money without enough information. 
 ● I am very concerned that we are giving too much authority to the seller, 
    Torchlight. 
●	We need to buy the Meadows golf course to provide money (assumes a 
   profit) for other uses.  
● The golf course maintenance cost will be prohibitive leading to additional 
●  assessments on the owners.
●	I don’t understand why we want to do this. 
●	We have many unsolved problems in Bay Point that should take priority       
   over this project.
●		I am for the purchase. 
● If we buy this property ,Torchlight shouldn’t have any say in how we run    
    the golf courses. 
●The lack of transparency in this process is shocking.
● We should buy the Meadows only, or if necessary, buy both golf courses.         
● We need to purchase the property but we do not need to be running a 
    business. 
 ● We know what this assessment is, but there will be more money required 
    down the road and we don’t know how much.
● We should only buy the Meadows. There are too many unanswered
   questions at this point in time and the owners were left out of the process    
   and need more information to cast an informed vote.
●  BPCA doesn’t have the experience to run a golf course and the projected 
   dollar numbers don’t look good to me.
●  This is too much money without enough information. 
●  I am very concerned that we are giving too much authority to the seller, 
    Torchlight. 
●  We need to buy the Meadows golf course to provide money (assumes a
    profit) for other uses.  
● The golf course maintenance cost will be prohibitive, leading to additional 
     assessments on the owners.
● I don’t understand why we want to do this. We have many unsolved    
    problems in Bay Point that should take priority over this project.
●	 I am for the purchase. 
●  If we buy this property,Torchlight shouldn’t have any say in how we run    
    the golf courses. 
● The lack of transparency in this process is shocking.
●  We should buy the Meadows only, or if necessary, buy both golf courses     
    but we needed to increase the control held by BPCA. 
●  We need to purchase the property but we do not need to be running a 
●   business. 
    We know what this assessment is, but there will be more money required 
    down the road and we don’t know how much.
●  We should only buy the Meadows.

The board took a survey and a majority of the people said they wanted to buy 
the Meadows. They also said they wanted a pool and a clubhouse. A majority 
said they would be willing to pay $70 to $80 per month for these amenities. 
What we’re offering is a really good deal for Bay Point.
 
 ●	Golf courses are a liability for the owners.The assessment doesn’t cover    
    all the operating costs. 
 ● We should cancel this, I don’t like it. 
 ●  An owner asked if we can request an additional 60 days to consider this 
    contract. Carl Selph answered,” Yes, we can ask for an additional 60 days                    
    but Torchlight does not have to agree to it.” The owner responded, saying     
    “We only want to buy the Meadows.” Carl answered that we tried to 
    purchase only the Meadows but Torchlight refused to sell it individually. 
 ● We need a vote on funding the amenities separately from buying the land. 
 ●  Maintenance and operating costs are going to be very expensive. 
 ●  We waited too long to discuss this issue. The discussions should have  
     started months ago.
 ●  I’m 87 years old and I’ve had enough. 
 ●  Who will own the golf courses? Who has the right to say what we will do   
      in the future? We don’t have enough information. Do we have all this in 
     writing? Carl Selph answered that the Bay Point owners will own the golf 
 ●  courses and yes, it is in writing. 
 ●   I’m concerned about the provisions allowing Torchlight to get a cut if we       
    sell the property later.
 ● We need choices and we’re not getting them.
 ● The Bay County Commission is currently willing to block construction on 
    the Meadows course. However, over time, the members of the Bay County 
    Commission will change and at some point they may allow construction on 
    the Meadows if we don’t buy it. 

We were finally told that the votes were counted and Mr. Wanner announced 
the results. 

January 16, 2021 -  BPCA Assessment Approval Meeting  
by Walt Rankin

Total number of votes: 1107

“No” votes: 905

“Yes” votes: 202

There being no additional business, the meeting was adjourned.
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 Dinin’ Out
    with Dotsy

by JOHN HARRIS

With	me	in	spirit	if	not	in	person,	I	have	discovered	a	restaurant	I	feel	she	
would give her approval. Let me now share it with you! 

What’s	in	a	name,	“Wild	Thang?”	I	realize	“Thang”	as	they	say,	ain’t	quite	
good english but it really catches the theme of this one of my new favorite 
eateries.	Let	me	continue	butchering	English	(though	I	speak	Southern	
English)	by	stating	it	is	“finger	lickin’	good.”	

By	now	you	are	either	fed	up	or	are	asking,	what’s	the	name	already???	“Hunt	
&	Gather	Raw	Bar	&	Pub”	is	it!		Chef	Derick	Langford	and	his	bubbly	wife
Tiffany	opened	this	unique	restaurant	just	a	few	months	ago.	Perhaps	you	
have recognized them as I did, as he was Chef at Firefly and she worked there 
and	at	Captain	Anderson’s	as	well.	He	adores	offering	unique	dishes	that	
involve	the	amazing	wildlife	available	but	not	often	offered	in	most	of	our	
restaurants	today.	Hence	my	term	“Wild	Thang.”	

Now	note	it	is	also	a	Raw	Bar	&	Pub.	We	have	more	than	our	share	of	raw	
bars and pubs in our area; however, most feature gulf oysters, which they 
have	as	well,	but	they	also	have	them	from	the	Pacific	Northwest,	Nova	
Scotia,	and	other	places	famous	for	their	(dare	I	say)	unique	styles.	Let	me	
say here, that my favorite is the baked oysters with his Pimento Cheese and 
Pickled	Green	Tomato	Relish.	Wonderful!

As the name states, it is also a Pub. Again, there are some Pubs about, but his 
selections look pretty extensive to me, a non-beer connoisseur. He does have 
my	favorite	though,	New	Castle	(Brown	Ale).		Dotsy	and	I	once	spent	a	few	
nights	in	the	original	building	that	New	Castle	was	first	brewed	in,	in	New	
Castle,	UK	-	but	that’s	another	story.	The	wines	are	most	adequately	repre-
sented with an impressive variety by the glass and by the bottle. For instance, 
the	by-glass	includes	one	of	Dotsy’s	favorites--Sonoma-Cutrer--and	my
newly discovered Bordeaux Blend Chateau Fontenille.
    
Before	I	get	to	the	wild	stuff,	let	me	say	his	salads	are	very	nice,	especially	the	
Chilled	Beet	Salad,	which	I	adore.	
   
Now,	“Wild	Thang!”		He	has	numerous	small	plates,	some	of	which	include	
the unusual and what might be considered more normal appetizers and small 
plates.	Certainly	don’t	get	the	idea	that	everything	here	is	wild,	as	they	want	
to serve all tastes in both small plates and entrée items, but for lack of space 
and	hopefully	retaining	your	attention,	I’ll	concentrate	on	mostly	the	wild.		
Among	the	more	unusual,	I	found	the	Duck	Fried	Loaded	Fries	a	most	sump-
tious	and	delightful	small	plate.	His	Bone	Marrow	Canoe	is	exquisite;	though	
the	thought	may	not	elicit	this,	don’t	let	that	stop	you.	I	also	love	his	more	
normal	tuna	and	tartare,	which	are	terrific.	
   
The entrees, again I found delightful. I repeat, there are a number of items 
that	you	will	recognize,	like	Roasted	Seasonal	Fish,	Filet	Mignon	and	Lamb	
chops, and I was told by a dear friend the Filet was the best she had ever had.  
But let me encourage you to seek your wild side and consider the more (once 
again)	unique	items.	I	must	say	that	the	Wild	Boar	Bolognese	is	supreme.	He	
makes fresh fettuccine by hand and serves it with a three meat sauce that is 
immaculate. How my taste buds are throbbing as I writethis. Again I say--
step	out--experience	the	WILDER	SIDE	OF	LIFE!	
    
             
	 	 	 	 	 Hunt	&	Gather	Raw	Bar	&	Pub
	 	 	 	 	 						7942	Front	Beach	Road

               
(Just	down	from	Tuesday	Morning)

We Voted Down The Assessment –Now What?
by Walt Rankin

The	Bay	Point	Board	of	Directors	is	supposed	to	serve	the	Bay	Point	comm-
unity. Therefore it is imperative that we understand what the community 
wants with respect to buying one or more of the golf courses. 

In my opinion, there are two actions we should take immediately. First we 
should	hold	a	series	of	workshops	inviting	owners	to	join	with	us	to	discuss	the	
options	and	what	each	option	means	for	Bay	Point’s	future.	Then	we	should	
send out a letter to every owner asking them what they would be willing to vote 
for.	The	choices	would	be	the	following,	at	minimum.	During	the	workshops	
we	may	find	additional	options	that	should	be	considered.

I am not willing to pay any new assessment.

●	I	am	willing	to	pay	$13..00	a	month	to	allow	us	to	buy	and	maintain	the	
Meadows	as	an	open	area	but	not	as	a	golf	course.	

● If	Torchlight	refuses	to	sell	only	the	Meadows,	I	am	willing	to	pay	$27.00	a	
month to allow us to buy both golf courses.

With	the	results,	the	BPCA	Board	will	know	what	actions	the	owners	have	
directed us to take. If the owners tell us that they are unwilling to support 
any new assessment, then our work is done.

On	the	other	hand,	if	the	majority	of	the	owners	are	willing	to	agree	to	a	
small monthly assessment, we will get back with Torchlight and try and work 
out a deal acceptable to both sides.
   
Then as we work through the details we need to keep everyone apprised of our 
challenges	and	progress.	Obviously	we	won’t	be	able	to	have	everything	our	
way.	Torchlight	will	insist	upon	some	things	we	won’t	like,	and	we	will	insist	
on	some	things	they	don’t	want.	This	is	negotiation.

I mentioned this at the January BPCA Board meeting and it was immediately 
dismissed.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 											--Walt	Rankin			

   NEW RESIDENTS

Jay Beiswanger & Jani Drushal 

Miran & Vicky Niccolich

Traci & Cheri Knowles

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Monahan

Robin Chiarizia

Alexandria Manor LLC

Alexandria Manor LLC

Constance Gaines

John & Jenny Sizemore

Andrew & Michelle Morros

David Panetti

James Gillette     
     
     

918 Cobia

Reflections #505

308 Turtlegrass

Grand Residence #3206

919 Cobia

3400 Dragon’s Ridge

3402 Dragon’s Ridge

Harbour Villas #4220

117 Legend Lakes Drive

226 Marlin Circle

226 Marlin Circle

3508 Dragon’s Ridge
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This	book	was	a	“Good”	read.	It	didn’t	come	close	to	the	“Best”	book	I’ve	ever	
read. However, it was an awesome story! The “Bookers of the Night” Club 
also	enjoyed	the	story.	The	least	favorite	part	of	the	book	was	the	journaling	
at the end--although one club member used audible, and she loved it.
I may have to try the audible version!
 
I	really	appreciate	the	fact	that	Meissner	didn’t	feel	the	need	to	create	a	
complicated	“PRESENT”story.	.	.	the	past	took	center	stage.	Wonderfully	
and descriptively written to where I felt compelled to check out videos from 
the “Blitz”. It must have been a truly terrifying time to be a Londoner. I look 
forward	to	reading	more	by	Meissner.	I	give	her	4.0	stars.	

Book	Description	-	-
					Current	day,	Oxford,	England.	Young	American	scholar,	Kendra	Van	Zant,	
eager	to	pursue	her	version	of	a	perfect	life,	interviews	Isabel	McFarland	just	
when the elderly woman is ready to give up secrets about the war that she 
has	kept	for	decades--beginning	with	who	she	really	is.	What	Kendra	receives	
from Isabel is both a gift and a burden--one that will test her convictions and 
her heart.
					1940s,	England.	As	Hitler	wages	an	unprecedented	war	against	London’s	
civilian population, one million children are evacuated to foster homes in 
the	rural	countryside.	But	even	as	fifteen-year-old	Emmy	Downtree	and	
her	much	younger	sister,	Julia,	find	refuge	in	a	charming	Cotswold	cottage,	
Emmy’s	burning	ambition	to	return	to	the	city	and	apprentice	with	a	fashion	
designer	pits	her	against	Julia’s	profound	need	to	her	sister’s	presence.	
Acting	at	cross	purposes	just	as	the	Luftwaffe	rains	down	its	terrible	destruc-
tion, the sisters are cruelly seperated, and their lives are transformed.

                                                About the Author
Susan	Meissner	is	a	former	managing	editor	of	a	weekly	newspaper	and	an	
award-winning	columnist.	She	is	also	the	award-winning	author	of	A	Bridge	
Across the Ocean, Secrets of a Charmed Life, A Fall of Marigolds, and Stars 
Over Sunset Boulevard, among other novels.
																																																							 																																--Review	by	Tammy	Estep

  BOOK REVIEW 
SECRETS OF A CHARMED LIFE, a novel by Susan Meissner 

Tammy’s Story... 

When	a	fourteen-year-old	girl	becomes	smitten	with	the	high	school,
handsome,	charismatic	jock	from	a	powerful	family,	she	was	certain
he’d	make	her	dreams	come	true.	Only	her	fairytale	quickly	turns	into	
a nightmare.

After a few innocent months of dating, they became serious quickly. 
Youth	and	innocence	led	her	on	a	journey	taking	her	from	her	fam-
ily	and	her	own	reality,	to	West	Palm	Beach,	Florida.	On	the	run	for	
three months, leaving her parents sick with worry, she comes back 
married	at	fifteen,	and	soon	after	gets	pregnant.
 
She	was	ashamed,	confused	by	his	mood	swings,	yet	madly	in	love;	
she	does	what	she	needs	to	do	just	to	survive.	Controlled,	abused	
verbally and mentally, sometimes choked to the point of passing out, 
the bruises were deeper than the marks on her neck.

After three years of being locked in her own home because of 
jealousy	and	utter	control,	she	finally	had	the	nerve	to	leave	him.

The wealthy enabler parents continued to placate and protect their 
precious	family	image.	Wealth	and	power	pour	into	the	justice	system
where	strings	were	pulled	to	look	the	other	way	to	Jack’s	temper	and	
rumbles with the law, putting Tammy in a position of no real support 
from her in-laws, so she moved in with her own mother. There, Tam-
my	finds	solace	in	mothering	her	beautiful	daughter,	until	he	kidnaps	
the	child,	leaving	her	fearing	for	the	worst.	Tammy	finally	moved	on	
with her life, found love, marriage, and a real family of her own
with	a	husband	who	loves	her	and	Ashley,	Jack’s	daughter.	Together		

they had two children of their own and developed an almost nomal life 
for	the	five	of	them.	Until	they	heard	the	news.	Jack	had	shot	and	killed	
his own father and fatally wounded his mother.

The nightmares began again for Tammy as she found herself right back 
in that fearful place in her mind. Pained by the tragedy, and the guilt 
she experienced by association, she struggled with depression and her 
own	demons.	Suicidal	thoughts	plagued	her,	until	one	day	the	Lord	
spoke to her, telling her she needed to tell her story.

The story that might prevent young innocent girls from being taken 
advantage of because of their naivety, save them from young men who 
work their charm and weave their controlling web around their lives 
until they lose themselves.

The story that might prevent over indulging parents from ruining their 
own children, and the story of self-forgiveness for not doing anything
possible from stopping a monster from murder.

The	story	is	about	picking	yourself	up	out	of	a	mental	rut	and	finding	
courage,	to	live,	to	share	with	others	so	they	can	heal	and	find	peace.

It’s	a	story	about	loving,	learning,	living,	and	mostly	forgiving.	The	pic-
tures painted will fascinate the reader and cause them to question and 
feel the story, so it compels action.
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BAY POINT WOMEN’S CLUB SCHOLARSHIPS

It	has	been	the	privilege	of	the	Women’s	Club	to	offer	two	$1,500	
scholarships	each	year	to	BPWC	members’	children	or	grandchildren	
who are graduating high school seniors and will be attending college 
full time.

If you have a child or grandchild who is a high school senior and is interest-
ed in these scholarships, please email tamisederquist@yahoo.com to 
obtain an application form f0r the student to complete and return no later 
than	March	28,	2021,	to	the	Bay	Point	Women’s	Club,	Attn:	Scholarship	
Committee	Chairman,	P.O.	Box	27045,	Panama	city,	Florida	32411.

 
Instructions for completing the application: 
1.	Must	be	completed	by	applicant.
2.	Must	be	typed,	printed,	or	clearly	handwritten.
3.	Must	be	accompanied	by	three	adult	character-reference	letters.	
    (At least one must be by a current teacher or school administrator.)
4. Following the completion of the above three instructions, the 
			“packet”	should	be	submitted	to	the	applicant’s	school	counselor	or	
    principal for completion of the last page.

The completed application packet should be given to the school counselor or 
principal	in	a	stamped	envelope	addressed	to	the	Bay	Point	Women’s	Club.	
The school will then mail it to us following their completion of the last page.

If	you		have	questions,	please	feel	free	to	contact	me	at	808-219-9234.	
       
     Thank You,
	 	 	 	 							Tami	Sederquist                                                                                         
	 	 	 	 										BPWC	Treasurer
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Two New COVID-19 Vaccines Coming Soon
            by Dr. Gabe Mirkin, MD         January 24, 2021

The Pfizer\BioNTech and Moderna messenger RNA (mRNA) vaccines are 
already available for some people. They require two injections and look 
better all the time, with very few serious reactions so far and good antibody 
response for prevention of COVID-19.

Two more vaccines appear ready to be availlable soon for public immuni-
zation. These not yet approved vaccines, Johnson & Johnson/Janssen and 
AstraZeneca/Oxford, are different from the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines:

 ●  The Johnson & Johnson/Janssen uses a virus called Adenovirus 26 that 
causes colds or flu-like symptoms (NEJM, Jan 13, 2021), while

 ●		The Astra/Zeneca/Oxford vaccine uses a chimpanzee common cold virus 
(Lancet, Jan 9, 2021;397(10269):99-111).

Both of these new vaccines will help to protect you from COVID-19 because 
they contain the same gene (as the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines) for the 
spike protein that gets the COVID-19 virus into human cells. However, they 
have the spike protein added to two different viruses, while the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines contain no viruses whatever.

 ●	The advantage of using viruses is that the virus vaccines are far more 
stable because they work through DNA instead of the less stable mRNA for 
the spike protein.

 ● They are also more stable than the mRNA vaccines because the virus’s 
outer protein coat helps to  the virus’s outer protein coat helps to protect the 
genetic material inside the cells, so they do not need to be frozen and can 
be refrigerated for three months at 36–46 degrees Fahrenheit (2–8 degrees 
Celsius). The mRNA vaccines are very unstable and have to be frozen at 
low temperatures.

 ●	The viruses used in the Johnson & Johnson and AstraZeneca vaccines 
can enter human cells but cannot reproduce and therefore will not cause an 
infection.

 ● After the viruses enter a human cell, they then go inside the cell nucleus.

 ●	The viruses contain the gene for the coronavirus spike protein, and the 
invaded human cell makes copies of the coronavirus mRNA to make lots of
new spike proteins 

 ● Then the human cells recognize that the spike protein is a foreign protein 
and treat it like an invading germ and destroy it.

 ●	After you receive the vaccine, your immune system will work to destroy 
the spike protein when and if it tries to get into your own cells in the future.

Current Status of the Johnson & Johnson Vaccine
J&J has reported the results of their trial that included 402 people, ages 18 
to 64, and 403 people over age 65. Some of these subjects also received a 
second dose 56 days later. Side effects included: injection site pain which 
usually resolved within 24 hours, fever, fatigue, headache, and muscle pain. 
By day 57, all volunteers had detectable antibodies, regardless of vaccine 
dose or age group, and remained stable for at least 71 days in the 18-to-55 
age group (NEJM, Jan 13, 2021). The vaccine appears to be effective as 
both low and high doses caused a lasting high rise in protective S-binding 
and neutralizing antibodies in more than 90 percent of the trial subjects, for 
at least 71 days.
.
J&J expects its single dose vaccine to be available in March 2021. The 
Department of Health and Human Services announced it already has a deal 
with Janssen, J&J’s pharmaceutical subsidiary, worth about $1 billion for 100 
million doses of its vaccine.The government has an option to buy an
additional 200 million doses.

Current Status of the AstraZeneca Vaccine                         
The AstraZeneca/Oxford vaccine appears to be safe and effective 

(Lancet, Jan 9, 2021:39710269):72-74.) 
Four randomized, controlled trials conducted in the UK, South Africa, and
Brazil report safety and benefit of the AstraZeneca chimpanzee adenovirus 
vaccine for adults aged 18 years and older (Lancet, 2020; 396: 313-319). 
The vaccinated people had:

 • No COVID-19-related hospital admissions

 • Short term protection for a single dose, with protective antibodies  
    after 21 days

 • Protective antibodies 14 days after the second dose in the two   
   dose group

 • No deaths from the vaccine

 • The same number of serious side effects in the vaccinated and   
   placebo groups

 • Serious events included one case of transverse myelitis occurring  
   14 days after booster vaccination. However, two additional cases  
   occurred in a control patient and a patient with pre-existing multiple  
   sclerosis. 

The AstraZeneca vaccine is expected to be given in two doses 28 days 
apart. Date to receive emergency use approval in the U.S. has not yet been 
submitted, but may be ready in late Spring 2021.

MY RECOMMENDATIONS
At present, there is a shortage of available vaccines, but 
more than 200 different companies are working hard to
develop new vaccines to help prevent COVID-19. 

While you are waitng your turn to be vaccinated, make 
sure that you follow all the rules for keeping yourself 
protected from becoming infected; restrict being in indoor 
places where people congregate, as indoor air is the 
main source of infection; wear a mask; keep at least six 
feet away from people who are not in your immediate 
household; and wash your hands frequently.
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For “detailed” landscaping, email Mustard Seed Landscaping at
mustardseedscapes@gmail.com

SECURITY  REPORT   by JIM MOORE

Between Thanksgiving and Christmas there appeared to be a notice-
able lull in abuse of golf carts by the younger generation. I attributed 
this improvement to a sort of coming of age mentality combined with 
positive parental supervision of our teenagers. It was a big mistake! 

As the Christmas holidays unfolded and schools closed for the 
holidays,	juveniles	armed	with	golf	carts	misused	their	mobility	and	
have demonstrated behavior sometimes bordering on criminality.
Serious	disregard	by	teenagers	for	our	community	and	at	times	
their own safety has reared its ugly head once again, and so it is that 
security is in pursuit of these misguided teenagers on golf carts--es-
pecially during the night time hours. Once again security patrols are 
tasked with hunting down the mobile mischief makers who seem to 
be hell-bent on creating havoc in the Hood. 

To accommodate the need for additional security at the appropriate 
times, we are in the process of realigning our work schedules to deal 
with this problem. Tearing up private property, pulling down street 
signs and tearing up fairways and greens on the golf course may 
seem cute and funny to the troublemakers who apparently lack the 
sense of the outrage and retribution headed their way.  

They	may	in	the	beginning	find	their	antics	hilarious,	but	to	those	
who have to pay for and repair the damage, their sense of humor is 
misguided.	Just	so	there	is	no	doubt	in	anyone’s	mind,	security	is	in	
the	process	of	adapting	and	adjusting	to	this	current	situation--and	
we will over time identify, track down and when appropriate call in 
law enforcement to deal with those who disrespect our community, 
its property and its residents. In addition, lots of bad things can hap-
pen when those on golf carts unilaterally decide they can run at night 
without working tail and/or head lights--we will provide them with 
citations to commemorate the event. 

Once	again,	at	a	minimum,	the	driver	of	a	golf	cart	must	be	15	years	
old and have a valid learners permit if he or she wishes to operate 
a golf cart in Bay Point. Every passenger on a golf cart must have 
a	seat	and	be	seated;	no	one	is	allowed	to	stand	or	sit	on	the	floor	
while	the	golf	cart	is	moving.	The	mission	of	Bay	Point	Security	is	
to enforce the rules and regulations approved by the board and the 
BPCA Board decides which rule and/or regulation has priority. Golf 
cart operations are for the moment front and center. Anyone--par-
ent, child, friend or guest--operating a golf cart in an unsafe manner 
or in violation of the rules and regulations, will receive a citation for 
which the property owner will bear ultimate responsibility for cita-
tion satisfaction. 

The whole idea of ensuring that operators of golf carts obey the rules 
and regulations is not to punish them for using their golf carts; but is 
intended to protect those who use the roads for other purposes and 
can	be	put	in	harm’s	way	by	negligent	golf	cart	operators.	We	are	not	
over-run by golf carts, but unfortunately a high percentage of golf 
carts on the road engage in rule and operation infractions, particu-
larly when operated by teenagers, and by doing so creates problems 
for many others. 

Security	has	learned	to	re-direct	our	assets	from	time	to	time	in	an	
effort	to	combat	problems	before	a	situation	become	unmanageable.	
So	if	you	operate	a	golf	cart	and	there	are	problems	with	the	lights,	
you can expect to get a citation. If you or a family member operate 
outside of the rules and regulations, you can expect to get a citation; 
if	you	fail	to	pay	your	citations,	you	can	expect	your	RFID	privileges	
to be suspended. 

Life is good . . .



FEBRUARY  2021                  11

COVID-19 Vaccines Update

From the Oak Hill Hospital daily update sent to hospital board members:
We	started	our	booster	dose	vaccine	clinics	this	week	and	administered	488	
second doses of vaccine. It is very important that you take the second dose. 
Studies	have	shown	that	immunity	kicks	in	at	about	day-12	after	the	first	
dose	and	it	is	about	52%	effective.	

In	order	to	achieve	the	95%	effectiveness	reported	in	the	trials	(at	about	two	
weeks	after	the	second	dose)	you	must	receive	the	booster.	Why?	When	the	
immune	system	first	encounters	a	vaccine,	it	activates	two	important	types	
of white blood cells. First up are the plasma B cells, which primarily focus on 
making	antibodies.	Unfortunately,	this	cell	type	is	short-lived,	so	although	
your	body	might	be	swimming	in	antibodies	within	just	a	few	weeks,	without	
the second shot this is often followed by a rapid decline. 

Then	there	are	the	T	cells,	each	of	which	is	specifically	tailored	to	identify	a	
particular	pathogen	and	kill	it.	Some	of	these	memory	T	cells,	are	able	to	lin-
ger in the body for decades until they stumble upon their target – meaning 
immunity from vaccines or infections can sometimes last a lifetime. But cru-
cially, you usually won't have many of this cell type until the second meeting. 
The booster dose is a way of re-exposing the body to the antigens – the 
molecules on pathogens that trigger the immune system – to initiate part 
two of the response.
 
So,	once	you've	had	your	boost,	you'll	have	a	higher	frequency	of	
memory T cells and ditto to some extent for the size of the pool of memory B 
cells you'll have. They'll also be making higher quality antibodies. On second 
exposure to the same vaccine or pathogen, the B cells that remain from be-
fore are able to rapidly divide and create a menacing throng of descendants, 
leading to a second spike in the amount of antibodies circulating.

You may have some symptoms after receiving the vaccine, so try to sched-
ule	your	vaccination	before	you	have	a	day	off.	In	the	Moderna	trials,	55%	
reported	symptoms	after	the	first	dose	and	79%	after	the	second	dose.

	These	symptoms	are	just	an	indication	that	your	immune	system	is	working	
and	developing	protection	from	a	future	infection.	In	the	Moderna	trial	69%	
reported	fatigue,	63%	headache,	60%	muscle	aches,	45%	joint	pain,	and	43%	
chills. 

If you have symptoms that make you uncomfortable after vaccination, you 
may take an over-the-counter medication like acetaminophen or ibuprofen 
to help you feel better. It is recommended that you do not pre-medicate, as 
medications	that	reduce	fever	or	inflammation	may	reduce	the	ability	of
the vaccine to work and can blunt the immune response to the vaccine.



12                                                FEBRUARY  2021 

JACQUELINE REBECCA CONNOR JOHN PATRICK ADAMS, JR.

October	3,	1987		–		January	3,	2021

John	Patrick	Adams,	Jr.,	33,	passed	away	on	Sunday,	January	3,	2021,	
from complications of CHF.

Patrick	was	born	to	Dr.	John	Patrick	Adams	and	Chyspa	Adams	Ross	
on	October	3,	1987,	and	was	a	life-long	resident	of	Bay	County.	Patrick	
was of Lutheran faith.

He	was	a	graduate	of	Arnold	High	School	and	Gulf	Coast	State	College.

Patrick	proudly	served	his	country	in	the	United	States	Marine	Corps.	

He	is	survived	by	his	mother,	Chyspa	Adams	Ross	(Panama	City	
Beach),	his	uncle	and	aunt,	Craig	and	Cindy	Wilson	(Pensacola,	FL),	
his	aunt,	Karon	Wakstein	(Panama	City,	FL),	numerous	cousins	and	
MANY	friends.

He	was	preceded	in	death	by	his	dad,	Dr.	John	Patrick	Adams;	his	
paternal	grandparents,	Elwood	and	Mary	Adams;	his	maternal	grand-
mother,	Joan	Bare	Wilson	(who	always	referred	to	him	as	“My	Hero”);	
and	his	maternal	Grandfather,	James	Marshall	Wilson.

There	will	be	no	service	planned	at	this	time	due	to	COVID-19	restric-
tions.	The	family	requests	that	donations	in	Patrick’s	memory	go	to	
your favorite charity. 

Semper Fi!   

Jacqueline	Rebecca	Connor	(Suslovic),	84,	beloved	wife	of	62	years	to	
Donald;	beloved	mother	of	Keith	Donald	Connor	(Carol);	and	Kevin	
Kennedy	Connor	(Melanie);	beloved	grandmother	of	Quinn	Victoria	
Connor,	Erin	Meghan	Connor,	Keely	Ryan	Connor,	Kirstie	Ashley	
Connor,	Taylor	Nicole	Connor,	and	Kevin	Craig	Connor;	beloved	
sister	of	Gregory	Suslovic	(Barbara),	Kathleen	Geer	(Suslovic);	Debra	
Suslovic;	Barbara	Lorski	(Suslovic);	as	well	as	11	nieces	and	nephews.

Jackie	was	a	proud	leader	of	our	Bay	County/BPCA	community.	She	
and her family served as leaders in the community including her 
favorite	charity:	Anchorage	Children’s	Home--a	wonderful	organiza-
tion	caring	for	our	communty’s	children.	She	was	also	very	active	in	
community	women’s	organizations	and	enjoyed	leading	and	working	
with	everyone	for	the	benefit	of	our	community.	Jackie	was	an	avid	
reader,	junior	master	bridge	player,	and	she	loved	traveling	the	world	
with	Don.

A	Mass	of	Christian	Burial	was	celebrated	at	St.	Bernadettes	Catholic	
Church, on Thursday, January 7th. Burial immediately followed at 
Kent-Forest	Cemetery,	2403	Harrison	Ave.,	Panama	City,	FL	32405.	

In	lieu	of	flowers,	the	family	requests	that	you	make	a	memorial	in	
Jackie’s	honor	to	her	long-time	supported	charity	as	a	14-year	former	
board	member:	Anchorage	Children’s	Home,	2121	Lisenby	Avenue,	
Panama	City,	FL		32405.

             https://anchoragecchildrenshome.org/
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HERE WE GO AGAIN! 

This golf course purchase idea will not go away! A group of people met 
immediately	after	the	meeting	on	Saturday,	January	16th,	(where	approx-
imately	82%	of	the	voters	said	“no”	to	an	assessment	to	be	used	to	mainly	
purchase and operate golf courses) and formulated a plan to continue to seek 
assessments from all Bay Point property owners to purchase and operate 
the	golf	course	property.	Under	this	plan,	approximately	6	million	dollars	
($6,000,000) would be sought over a period of 10 years--said to be about 
$32 a month per property owner. 

At the meeting, it was stated that there is another buyer looking at the prop-
erty and the threat was made that housing was going to be developed on the 
Meadows	course	property	if	we	did	not	act	quickly.	None	of	that	has	been	
validated	in	writing;	we	only	have	the	word	of	William	Wanner.	This	is	the	
same	William	Wanner	who,	on	December	4,	2020,	filed	paperwork	with	the	
Department	of	State,	Division	of	Corporations,	to	incorporate	a	For	Profit	
Corporation	identified	as	the	Bay	Point	Golf	Club,	Inc.	(Document	Num-
ber	P20000095470).	Listed	as	officers	of	the	Club	are:	William	C.	Wanner,	
President;	Clifford	W.	Sanborn,	Vice	President;	Daniel	P.	Matthews,	Secre-
tary;	and	John	Warren,	Treasurer.	It	has	been	of	concern	to	me	why	we	need	
a new corporation if the Bay Point Community Association owned the golf 
course	property--is	it	to	hide	behind	the	financial	success	or	failure	of	this	
venture?	Mr.	Wanner	says	that	it	is	to	keep	continuity	on	the	New	Board,	
since the BPCA Board has alternating/rotating terms. I thought he told us 
that the 9 members of the New Board would have alternating/rotating posi-
tions with only 3-year terms. 

It	appears	that	conditions	of	the	previous	Purchase	and	Sales	Agreement	
would remain in place. This is the one where almost all concessions are given 
in	favor	of	the	Seller	(Torchlight	and/or	the	Resort	Director	of	the	Hotel).	
The	latest	effort	is	the	same	old	plan	with	the	exclusion	of	other	amenities,	
just	toned	down	in	the	initial	cost.	What	we	have	heard	so	many	times	from	
Mr.	Wanner--“this	is	not	about	the	golf	courses”--	has	now	become	very	clear	
that it is all about the golf courses (at the expense of all Bay Point property 
owners).

I	do	not	have	anything	against	golf	courses	or	golfers;	I	just	do	not	want	to	
own and pay the operating expenses of a golf course. I would recommend 
that	the	Bay	Point	property	owners	who	see	a	benefit	in	this	endeavor	get	
toether and purchase the golf course property. Become an investment group 
and	not	subject	all	of	us	to	the	success	or	failure	of	such	an	endeavor.

Perhaps it is time for us to start a legal fund to employ counsel to represent 
the	Bay	Point	property	owners.	We	might	use	this	fund	to	seek	an	injunction	
to	try	and	stop	this	process	and/or,	if	ever	needed,	to	stop	any	effort	that	
would	seek	to	use	the	Meadows	course	for	anything	other	than	recreational	
purposes.	It’s	rather	ironic	that	we	might	have	to	resort	to	this	when	our	own	
BPCA	Board	could	and	should	expend	our	monies	to	be	prepared	to	fight	for	
us, if needed.

On	a	positive	note,	what	a	great	turnout	for	the	vote	on	Saturday,	January	
16th!	Many	thanks	to	all	the	folks	who	put	forth	the	effort	and	expense	to	
inform	us	of	the	details	that	are	contained	in	the	Purchase	and	Sales	Agree-
ment. Please keep in mind that those details are still the ones that are on the 
table if this bad deal is put to a vote again. This time our assessment increase 
would	be	about	a	30%	increase.	

I	don’t	know	about	you,	but	I	have	uses	for	that	money	other	than	what	is	
currently	being	proposed.	Let’s	stay	vigilant	and	involved!
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 					--Glenn	Keebler

Glenn--
Would	you	be	interested	in	BPCA	purchasing	the	Meadows	only	and	using	
it	for	amenities	in	lieu	of	a	golf	course?	Clubhouse/	pool/	walking	path,	etc.	
with	no	revenue	stream,	but	an	amenities	addition	for	residents	only?		That	
would seem to be an asset to the community and would remove the concern 
over	lost	revenue	of	either	course.	Or	the	consideration	of	selling	off	part	
of the course or courses for planned development controlled by BPCA with 
architectural	and	development	control	as	we	wish?		I	think	there	is	opportu-
nity for future growth and control of Bay Point here that everyone needs to 
openly discuss. 

There may not be one answer to suit everyone, but I am very interested in 
the options that we have, other than what we have been dealing with the past 
two years.  Additionally, those on the Nicklaus should consider the fact that 
that course may one day close as well.  Consider your options if that were 
to happen when you have no control over that land, as do those who live on 
the	Meadows	today.	A	lot	of	numbers	and	discussions	should	be	put	on	the	
table....                          
                     --Steve	Hord

Colossus of Rhodes

Did	you	know	that	the	Colossus	of	Rhodes	was	one	of	the	Seven	Wonders	of	
the	Ancient	World?		Did	you	know	that	we	at	Bay	Point	have	our	own	Colos-
sus of ROADS?

Yes, it is true. All you have to do is drive around Bay Point and experience 
the roads as they might have been in ancient times. But use caution as you do 
have front end alignment to consider. Our roads with potholes, manhole cov-
ers and depressions appear to resemble the ancient roadways of times past.

Well,	here	we	are.	The	assessment	vote	is	behind	us	and	we	are	waiting	for	
the	next	round	of	suggestions.	I	sincerely	hope	the	final	decision	is	for	the	
best of the residents of Bay Point. However, I cannot imagine how BPCA can 
spend	$10,000	to	contract	for	a	golf	management	firm	before	the	assessment	
vote,	but	be	that	as	it	may,	why	can’t	BPCA	spend	a	like	amount	to	fix	our	
roads. It is not like we do not have the money, and we do not need all the Bay 
Point	roads	resurfaced,	just	fix	the	roads	that	need	repair.	Again,	if	we	have	
the means to spend $10,000 on a golf management company even before the 
assessment vote by the residents, why not recover the $10,000 and repair the 
roads?		How	about	our	road	impact	fees?		Where	do	they	go?	And	what	about	
our	traffic	and	walking	gates	that	are	so	unreliable?

I keep hearing that we would like to get Bay Point back the way it used to be.  
A	good	start	would	be	to	repair	the	roads.	Remember,	you	do	not	get	a	second	
chance	at	a	first	impression.	Having	been	a	property	owner	since	1978	and	
a full time resident owner since 2000, I know what Bay Point used to be. In 
a	word,	Premier!		Ours	was	the	premier	community	in	Bay	County.	We	can	
achieve	that	again	but	we	must	be	a	better	steward	of	our	finances.	We	CAN	
do it!

Just another view from the cheap seats.

BTW		Last	Saturday	while	coming	home	on	Marlin	Circle	we	passed	a	golf	
cart	with	6	underage	girls.		Sunday	I	saw	7,	yes	7,	underage	boys	on	a	golf	cart	
on	Marlin	Circle.		Glad	it	has	been	reported	as	“under	control”.		It	will	get	
under	control	after	the	first	fatalities.

Just another observation from the golf cart seat.

And	finally,	still	the	dog	problem.	We	will	not	go	back	to	the	Marina	View	
Park.  Those lazy good for nothing dog owners refuse to pick up after their 
dogs.	Observed	to	be	mostly	smaller	dogs.	Unforgivable.	How	about	the	chil-
dren that play there, having to dodge the dog poop or worse carry some of it 
home	on	their	shoes?	Disease	carriers.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 									--Dean	Resch
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In	1905	George	Santanyana	remarked,	“Those	who	cannot	remember	the	past	are	condemned	to	repeat	it!”	I	would	like	to	add	an	observation	of	my	own:	
accuracy	in	establishing	the	facts	is	the	key	to	understanding	the	subject.	Bay	Point	has	a	colorful	and	interesting	past,	much	of	it	documented	by	Dotty	Reams.	
And	so	it	was:	on	a	visit	to	Athens,	Georgia,	in	late	1968,	three	men:	Tom	Molloy,	Cason	Callaway	(developer	of	Callaway	Gardens)	and	William	Byrd,	began	a	
discussion	that	led	to	the	development	of	a	place	now	referred	to	as	Bay	Point.	After	seeing	the	approximately	1,150	acres	of	swamp,	lowland	and	assorted	local	
natural	habitat	located	on	St.	Andrew’s	and	Grand	Lagoon	from	the	air,	what	Tom	Molloy	imagined	was	that	this	would	be	the	perfect	location	for	a	yacht	basin	
and an exclusive resort.

	Callaway	opted	out	of	the	development	deal	so	Molloy	contacted	a	close	friend	by	the	name	of	Cliff	Averett,	and	they,	along	with	attorney	Howell	Hollis	in	
1969,	obtained	an	option	to	buy	the	1,150	acres	of	swamp	that	Molloy	imagined	could	be	transformed	into	a	luxury	resort.	In	February	1970	they	exercised	the	
option	to	buy	the	land.	Soon	thereafter	the	Grand	Lagoon	Company	consisting	of	Tom	Molloy,	Cliff	Averett,	Howell	Hollis,	William	Byrd	and	Hicks	Green	was	
born.	Ground	for	the	first	golf	course	was	broken	on	April	1,	1971	and	by	July	1971	they	had	reservations	for	the	sale	of	82	lots.	In	early	1972	a	decision	was	
made	to	build	104	Studio	Villas	I	condominiums.	All	were	sold	before	construction	was	started.
 
A	Clubhouse	modeled	after	the	Field	Club	in	Saratoga	was	begun.	The	building	would	also	house	real	estate	and	administration	offices.	All	of	the	buildings	
planned	and	built	early	on	exuded	class,	and	decorations	including	oriental	rugs,	brass	chandeliers,	floral	draperies	and	antique	prints	and	appointments	
were	there	to	reinforce	their	first	class	amenities	intentions.The	Grand	Lagoon	was	the	name	originally	selected	for	the	development	but	somehow	that	choice	
was	abandoned	and	other	names	such	as	Albatross,	Gulf	Harbor,	The	Sand	Trap	and	even	Xanadu	were	considered	before	“Bay	Point”	was	agreed	upon.	The	
original establishment was intended to be a property owner/member club. 
 
	Waiters	in	the	Clubhouse	were	impeccably	attired	in	white	uniforms	and	gloves.	Bay	Point	would	celebrate	its	one	year	anniversary	during	the	weekend	
of	May	18-20	1973.	Food	was	presented	with	a	gourmet	flare	and	liquor	of	all	types	was	dispensed	free	of	charge	because	a	liquor	license	for	the	Bay	Point	
Clubhouse	had	not	been	issued.	The	“cottages”	on	Marlin	Circle	and	Redfish	Circle	were	completed	in	1973.	A	year	later	in	1974,	Studio	Villas	III	overlooking	
St.	Andrews	Bay	and	the	Turtlegrass	Villas	would	be	completed.	Things	were	looking	good	for	this	fledgling	first	class	development	rising	like	a	Phoenix	out	of	
the northwest Florida swamp.
     
Business	continued	to	improve	through	the	spring	of	1975	and	Grand	Lagoon	Company	President	Cliff	Averett	announced	in	the	“Bay	Point	Sun	Lines”	
Newsletter	that	first	quarter	revenues	from	resort	operations	had	increased	46%	over	the	same	period	the	year	before.	The	euphoria	created	by	the	news	would	
be	short	lived	as	the	summer	of	1975	became	a	reality.	Averett,	on	behalf	of	the	Grand	Lagoon	Board	of	Directors,	at	a	meeting	on	August	9,	1975,	made	a	
shocking	announcement:	“The	Grand	Lagoon	Company	was	caught	up	in	a	cash	flow	dilemma.”	How	bad	was	the	dilemma?	A	resident	attending	the	meeting	
asked if a $1,200 contribution from all of the members present would alleviate the problem. President Averett shook his head sadly and slowly in a negative 
response. 

This period gave birth to what would be a very active rumor mill for the next several years. One well-placed rumor could and often would create havoc until it 
was	dispatched	or	confirmed.	Adding	to	the	grist	of	the	rumor	mill	were	concerns	over	personnel	changes,	reductions	and	curtailment	of	services.	J.	Spencer	
Lloyd,	General	Manager	of	Resort	Operations,	sent	out	a	notice	of	service	reductions	that	were	necessary	to	conserve	cash	flow,	and	in	a	press	release	to	the	
public,	he	announced	that	for	the	first	time	Bay	Point	amenities	such	as	golf,	tennis	and	dining	facilities	would	be	open	to	the	public.	Toward	the	latter	part	
of	October	1975	there	were	rumors	and	indications	that	Bay	Point	was	up	for	sale.	The	New	Year’s	Eve	was	said	to	be	a	celebration	and	a	sobering	year	at	Bay	
Point where hope, courage and faith would be required in order to return the Bay Point operation to a state of solvency. 

The	following	year	was	a	mixed	bag	for	Bay	Point;	in	early	March	a	ladies	tea	and	bridge	for	fun	was	announced	by	the	General	Manager	of	Resort	Operations,	
Lloyd,	and	he	sent	out	letters	stating	that	it	would	be	hosted	by	property	owners	Ramona	Lloyd	and	Dotty	Reams,	one	of	the	founders	of	the	Bay	Point	
Women’s	Club	in	March	1977.	As	soon	as	the	letters	were	sent	out,	a	new	letter	followed	announcing	there	would	be	no	tea	and	bridge	gathering;	Grand	
Lagoon	Company	had	been	negotiating	the	sale	of	Bay	Point	to	Koplar	Enterprises	d/b/a	Resorts	International,	a	St.	Louis	based	firm.	In	this	case	rumors	were	
confirmed--Bay	Point	would	be	sold.

	Simultaneously,	as	the	sale	of	Bay	Point	was	being	confirmed,	the	nighttime	air	became	full	of	eerie	and	odd	sounds.	Strange	voices	were	heard	at	night	
echoing	across	the	water.	Helicopters	flying	over	the	houses	and	the	property	at	low	altitudes	with	lights	flashing	caused	some	to	think	Bay	Point	was	being	
invaded.	Quite	a	few	thought	it	was	a	secret	OPEC	Meeting,	and	there	were	rumors	that	Henry	Kissinger	was	here	in	Bay	Point.	Calls	to	Washington	would	
reveal	that	Kissinger	was	not	in	Bay	Point.	Finally	it	was	learned	that	Sheikh	Ahmed	Yamani,	the	Saudi	Arabian	Oil	Minister	and	his	entourage	were	here	for	
a	meeting;	it	soon	became	clear	that	the	Saudis	partied	hard	but	negotiated	harder.	The	noise	at	night	turned	out	to	be	their	private	security	forces	exploring	
the neighborhood and communicating with hand-held radios. Tight security was maintained to ensure there would be no terrorist attacks similar to the Oil 
Meeting	in	Vienna.

The	guards	working	for	the	Arabian	Oil	Minister	had	their	Laurel	and	Hardy	moments	when	one	guard	shot	himself	in	the	leg,	and	another	demonstrating	
his	rifle	to	another	guard	shot	out	the	headlight	of	a	resident’s	parked	Mercedes.	But	the	highlight	of	the	Sheikh’s	after	hours	escapades	came	when	the	group	
rented	golf	carts	and	started	driving	around	in	the	Club	parking	lot.	Fifty	golf	carts	sharing	the	parking	lot	soon	turned	into	an	Arabian	Demolition	Derby	
where	all	of	the	carts	were	damaged.	The	next	day,	without	argument,	the	oil	minister	brought	Bay	Point	50	brand	new	golf	carts	to	replace	the	battered	wrecks	
left by his guests.   

In the spring of 1976 a very special social event occurred. It was a formal homecoming celebration for Hubert Green, Bay Point Touring Golf Professional. 
Green	had	three	successive	wins	on	the	tour.	On	October	14,	1976,	almost	a	year	after	negotiations	had	started,	it	was	announced	that	St.	Louis-based	Resort	
Properties,	in	a	transaction	exceeding	15	million	dollars	with	New	York	Citibank	and	stockholders,	had	purchased	control	of	the	Grand	Lagoon	Company,	the	
developers	of	Bay	Point	Yacht	and	Country	Club.	Because	of	the	sudden	death	of	Bob	Koplar,	the	head	of	Koplar	Enterprises,	funds	earmarked	for	Bay	Point	
were	denied.	By	the	spring	of	1977	the	staff	at	Bay	Point	had	been	reduced	to	skeleton	size.	Morale	among	the	staff	and	the	owners	had	finally	reached	rock	
bottom.	Signs	of	neglect	were	appearing	everywhere.	Throughout	the	year	1977	Bay	Point	would	struggle	under	the	leadership	of	Bob	Koplar’s	replacements,	
James Cullen and George Caleshu--and because they had no experience managing resort properties, their leadership was most notable for the great 
dissatisfaction	felt	among	property	owners--a	feeling	that	continued	into	the	middle	of	1978.	

The History of Bay Point   
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During	this	time	even	plants	in	the	Clubhouse	and	elsewhere	took	on	a	ghastly
appearance	because	there	was	not	enough	staff	to	water	and	care	for	them	in
a proper manner.
  
The	only	two	positive	results	of	this	1977-1978	period	were:	

(1) The purchase of the houseboat called the LikiTiki	(Dotty	Reams	suggested	
that one might guess at the reason for the name) and its transfer from the 
waterfront	to	the	pond	adjacent	to	the	pro	shop.	There	it	would	serve	as	the	
19th	Hole	until	1983	when	it	was	condemned	by	state	authorities	as	a	safety	
hazard.

(2)	The	conversion	of	the	Marina	Ship’s	store	into	the	shipwreck	Pub.	The	Pub	
proved to be a very popular eating place within Bay Point. 

In	1978,	a	very	unassuming	man	who	was	not	very	tall	and	walked	with	a	
limp, drew attention to himself because he spent an enormous amount of time 
sitting	at	the	Club	bar	alone	and	drinking.	After	some	time	he	was	identified	
as	Jerry	Spellman,	and	soon	he	became	a	familiar	figure	in	Bay	Point.	Many	
times he was seen having dinner with Caleshu in the Club dining room. 
Because there was no good reason for him to be in Bay Point, in the beginning 
it	was	thought	by	the	rumors	floating	around	that	he	was	a	potential	buyer.	As	
1978	wore	on,	the	names	of	many	individuals	and	groups	surfaced	as	potential	
and imminent buyers. At the top of the list was a mysterious Chinese man.
However,	on	June	6,	1978,	the	News	Herald	stopped	the	rumors	when	it	
quoted	a	Grand	Lagoon	Company	press	release	that	a	majority	of	the	stock	
in	Bay	Point	was	sold	to	a	limited	partnership	of	private	investors.	Some	
were	said	to	be	principles	in	international	oil	refining.	While	no	individual	
investors	were	named,	Jerry	Spellman	would	be	identified	as	the	new	
Chairman	of	the	Board	for	the	Grand	Lagoon	Company.	Spellman	hosted	an	
“owner’s	party”	in	the	Clubhouse	on	June	11,	1978	and	hopes	were	high.

	Unfortunately	nothing	the	Spellman	group	did	worked,	and	two	months	later	
in August, Citibank sought foreclosure against Grand Lagoon Company and 
Magnolia	Utilities	on	property	the	two	companies	owned	that	had	to	do	with	
Bay	Point.	A	month	later	in	September	a	judge	denied	Spellman’s	request	for	
limited	bankruptcy	under	Chapter	11	that	would	have	allowed	Spellman	to	
retain	control	with	court	protection	from	creditors.	On	September	25,	1978	
the	court	appointed	Charles	S.	Liberis,	Jr.,	a	Pensacola	attorney,	as	Receiver	
and	on	September	26,	Liberis	was	operating	out	of	the	Executive	Offices	at	
the	Clubhouse.	Wasting	no	time	on	Sunday,	October	1,	1978,	Liberis	called	
for a meeting with a representative group of owners. The following attended: 
Tom	Molloy,	Howell	Hollis,	Elbert	Dukate,	Bob	Brinke,	Jack	Hilton,	Mitchel	
Drew,	Abbott	Brown,	Charles	Peek,	Dotty	Reams	(representing	the	Bay	Point	
Women’s	Club)	and	several	others.	Liberis	opened	the	meeting	and	got	right	
down to business. He had been appointed Trustee of the parent corporation 
“Grand	Lagoon	Company”	and	all	of	its	subsidiaries;	the	judge	then	converted	
the chapter 11 to a Chapter 10; it was of prime importance to give funds to 
creditors, and anything over and above could be shared by the stockholders. 
Liberis	explained	that	Spellman	could	not	be	named	Trustee	because	of	
a	conflict	of	interest.	Liberis	said	after	his	appointment	as	receiver,	that	
Spellman	had	tried	to	deal	with	the	owners	directly;	however,	after	a	few	days	
being	absent	and	returning	to	Bay	Point,	Liberis	learned	that	Spellman	had	
interfered with management by trying to sell Bay Point real estate without 
consulting	him.	Liberis	called	the	U.S.	Marshalls	who	removed	Spellman	
from	the	property	and	admonished	him	never	to	return.	With	reference	to	
the	cash	flow,	he	said	there	was	never	any	money	put	into	the	company	by	
the	mysterious	Chinese	man	or	Spellman.	The	meeting	was	full	of	tough	love	
from Liberis. The meeting concluded with Howell Hollis stating, “This is a 
brand new ballgame. It needs to be crystal clear that what is owed by the 
owners	to	the	company	or	vice	versa	is	one	subject;	the	operation	as	of	the	
time	the	Trustee	was	appointed	is	another	subject;	and	there	is	no	mixture	
in	between.	The	debts	cannot	be	set	off	against	the	future.	At	the	same	time,	
the future needs to be taken care of regardless of what it is. It is in the power 
of the court. There is no legal obligation to honor memberships”. He urged 
cooperation with the Trustee to operate the facilities.               
                 	--Jim	Moore

       ( to be continued in the March issue of Bay Point News)
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