
MAY  2020

 by WALTER RANKIN
April BPCA Board Meeting Highlights 

As most of our readers are aware, the BPCA office was closed in accordance 
with Florida Governor DeSantis’s Covid-19 order, and therefore, all 
meetings planned for April were cancelled.
 
In early April, however, an emergency BPCA meeting was called to vote on 
a couple of important items. This was not the usual meeting with reports 
from various committees etc. It was a short focused meeting to approve a 
couple of necessary items that couldn’t wait.

The meeting started at 3:00 p.m.on 6 April 2020. After we established that 
we had a quorum (including a number of people meeting via telephone), we 
approved the agenda and started the meeting.

The first order of business was to hire a replacement for the BPCA Finance 
Director/accountant/comptroller. After a brief review of his excellent quali-
fications, the Board voted to offer David Renneker a contract very similar 
to the one Tom Worrel was working under. Please join me in welcoming 
David once we return to “normal”.

President Bill Wanner then explained that the office would be closed 
through the month of April. He also stated that our General Manager Alan, 
and Assistant General Manager Debra, would be on call during the month 
to handle anything that needed to be done by BPCA staff. Additionally, 
Tom and David will be in the office working closely on the turnover of all 
BPCA financial matters to David.

Carl reported that the security staff is continuing to work without interrup-
tion. The security personnel have been given instructions to wipe down 
all the surfaces they touch with disinfectant during each shift change. The 
staff has also been given new safety instructions on giving out citations. 
They are to avoid any personal contact with drivers. Thus, drivers will not 
have to sign the citation.

The next item was discussions we are planning to have with the owners 
of the golf courses. During this discussion, Mr. Wanner discussed an 
approach we are taking to try to understand what the real value of the golf 
courses is today with one course closed and the other underperforming. 
Previously we have been told that the owners want $10M for both, and 
then they reduced their asking price to $7.5M. Before we, or our interested 
investors, would make an offer, we would have to have a business analysis 
completed to give us a fair appraised value. We have identified three Bay 
Point property owners who are willing to sign non-disclosure agreements 
with the golf course principles for the purposes of getting into the golf 
course books to help us determine their potential profitability.  At this 
point in time there are many more questions than answers. We’re just 
beginning this process and expect it to take a long time--and it may or may 
not result in a deal. Meanwhile, we continue to try to get them to keep the 
Meadows golf course cut. In related matters:

•	 Both the golf courses and the Sheraton hotel have cut their staffs 
drastically due to the current environment.

•	 There is nothing new to report on the marina, BayTown or Mr. 
Chapman’s property that we know as Marina View Park.

KUDOS TO OUR MASK MAKERS!!
With all our social events on hold for awhile, some of us have dusted off our 
sewing machines to make fabric masks. These masks are washable and
re-usable and are recommended for anyone going out in public.

After seeing an email from JoAnn Fabrics about making and donating 
masks, some of us got busy. People who sew tend to hoard fabric, so having 
a supply of fabric scraps was no problem. Elastic, on the other hand, has 
been hard to come by. JoAnn’s provided easy to follow directions, and 
before we knew it, we had dozens.

Thanks to many who donated twist ties--to make the nose bridges 
bendable--and elastic, and helped wash, iron, and cut out fabric and elastic 
strips or pin together the parts. We appreciate the help.

Many masks were donated to the effort coordinated by JoAnn Fabrics, but 
mostof the masks have been given out to Bay Point neighbors, friends, and 
families. 

If you need masks, please get word to one of us and we will do our best to 
get some to you.  ■
                                          --Sherrie Lee, Kathy Arent and Phi Doane 

                (continued on page 2)
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MEN’S GOLF      by  Jeff  Marti 
It’s good sportsmanship to not pick up lost golf balls while they are still 
rolling.                 --Mark Twain

Have you noticed how itchy your face gets after you have been told not to 
touch it? Do you often wonder if the morning headache is the result of that 
extra glass of wine or the onset of something more drastic? Does your wife 
look anxiously at you after you sneeze or cough? Is your daily routine binge-
watching episodes of The Beverly Hillbillies or The Twilight Zone? 

Well, if that describes you, then you need to get out on the golf course. Most, 
if not all, tournaments have been cancelled, and while the course is open 
you can spend 3 or 4 hours in fresh air and give yourself something to worry 
about besides your health. Few things can make a person forget the morning 
news like shanking their drive into oncoming traffic or losing their last golf 
ball in the lake. Granted, there can be some mental health issues as a result 
of a golf game, but at least pandemic angst is temporarily put to rest.

We golfers have so far been fortunate to be able to continue our sport. Bay 
Point Men’s Golf Association events have been put on hold because there 
would be too many people to safely congregate, but a few bands of guys have 
managed to maintain a game. 

The Ladies Association is likewise on delay, but some of our girls are 
keeping their game in shape while also nurturing friendships even during 
social distancing. Of course, nothing remains the same, but for now, most of 
us are glad to have something healthy and fun to pass the time.

The odds of making a hole-in-one on the course are approximately 12,500 to 
one. The odds for this particular author are considerably higher, so it is with 
pleasure and some envy that we recognize Hugh who aced number 10--and 
in the same week, Tom who aced number 7. Talk about The Twilight Zone!  ■

BOARD MEETING   (continued from Page 1)

house was reduced by approximately $100,000 due to the terrible condition 
of the Meadows. This begs the question of what we can do to ensure that our 
property values are not permanently reduced. One option being discussed is 
the community buying the golf course. There are many people who have no 
interest in owning a part of a golf course. But we need to consider what each 
property owner will have to pay to regain and maintain our property values. 

There are people who believe that the value of the entire Bay Point 
community will be negatively impacted if we do not have the beautiful golf 
courses that we are accustomed to. If each of us had to pay a few thousand 
dollars to gain ten or twenty times this amount in property valuation, it 
would be a good deal. At this time we are not even close to a deal, so there 
will be plenty of time to consider all aspects of a potential deal.

In an attempt to better quantify and understand the impact of the condition 
of the golf courses on our property values, the board voted to spend $20,000 
to have an appraisal study done. When complete, we expect to use the results 
of the study to better understand how to navigate our future with respect to 
the golf courses.

The meeting was then adjourned.  ■

The discussion then moved to the impact of the Meadows golf course 
condition on our property values. One owner who lives on the Meadows 
course said that he was told by his real estate agent that the value of his 
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SECURITY REPORT
by Jim Moore, Director of Security

Not long ago, Frank Sinatra, a man from Hoboken, New Jersey, took 
composers Fred Ebb and John Kander’s song New York, New York and 
transformed it into a popular yet emotional sort of anthem in recognition of 
a diverse and dynamic city. The Frank Sinatra rendition clearly applauds a 
city that never sleeps, while recognizing the diversity coursing through the 
veins of the mass of humanity that inhabits a city rivaled in diversity only by 
Istanbul--another city located at a continental confluence where the Eastern 
world collides with the West. Millions of people from across the globe living 
in close quarters, calling New York City their home, have lived and thrived 
side by side in this city that never sleeps. But early in the year 2020 that 
would change.

     
The variant of Coronavirus (covid-19) has gone on a world rampage; the 
consequence of this rampaging enemy has for the moment driven the world 
into disarray. The silent unending attack by this unseen enemy has had the 
effect of grinding the wheels of progress to a halt, practically putting the 
nations of the world out of business--for the moment. 

Much like the beginning of the American Revolution that spawned this great 
nation, the modern fight to survive has once again begun in our homes, 
villages and city streets, for it is here we must win the battle if we are to 
continue our march of progress on all fronts as a nation. Our weapons against 
this deadly enemy are not the usual weapons of war; we are asked to be 
patient, unafraid, wear masks and disposable gloves in certain situations. 
Self-quarantines and social distancing are terms and practices new to our 
lexicon of terms while we wait for antibodies and vaccines to be developed. 
These practices are antithetical to our native instinct to employ herd 
immunity as a first line of defense and a natural means of protection. This 
new virus has spread quickly across the world causing all of us to rethink how 
we make contact with each other--and doing so only when it is important and 
safe. Our hospitals, normally places of refuge and relief from viruses, are now 
breeding grounds for the spread of this virus. 

By now you may be wondering what this has to do with Bay Point Security.
The answer is simple. We in Bay Point Security realize that, in addition to 
security, we are also a service organization. So, often on the fly we have to 
develop the means to protect ourselves, our residents, and all others we deal 
with to the degree possible from this foreign invader. We disinfect the patrol 
trucks at the end and the beginning of each shift. Each truck has disposable 
gloves and an assortment of disinfectants for protection, and each officer has 
a mask available (thanks to Jo-Ann Day!) for dealing with the issuance of 
citations and other close to contact experiences. Our delivery of packets from 
the office or other packages are accomplished after we call the recipient and 
advise them of the delivery. We will then deliver the items to the resident’s 
door but we will not step inside. We will maintain a distance of six feet 
between individuals. Also, until the threat of the virus has passed, we will 
no longer help residents who have fallen; instead we will call 911 or EMS for 
those contact services. Officers working the gates disinfect their work station 
at the beginning and end of each shift change and wear disposable gloves and 
masks. Old passes are collected by having each vehicle driver drop his/her 
old pass in a collection basket. Officers will stay away from close contact with 
all residents, contractors and guests. None of this will be easy, but as the old 
saying goes: this too shall pass. 

Rubber throwaway gloves, hand sanitizers, Clorox, plastic baggies and face 
masks are becoming part of our daily routine--equipment we not only use, 
but require to be available. Hopefully, one day we will all be here to reminisce 
about our virus war and the unusual weapons we employed to defeat it. 

In the meantime--good luck, stay safe, and be well. Once again you can rely 
on another old axiom for perspective: an ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure.   ■

A new and deadly virus that no one had ever experienced before originated 
in China, infected many in Wuhan China before quickly spreading among 
many countries throughout the world, including the United States. This 
lethal disease, now known as the Covid-19, hit hardest in New York City. 
Like New York City, this unseen enemy never sleeps--and it is extremely 
contagious and thrives where huge populations live in close quarters.

The Bay Point Ladies Golf Association has luckily been able to keep up 
our regular schedule. Thanks to the golf course staff for making it possible 
for us to play and stay safe. It surely has kept us sane to have some social 
connection with friends and some fresh air and exercise. The weather 
has been beautiful for the most part and--other than pollen-- it has been 
wonderful to be outside. 

Sadly, this month we had to say farewell to Becki Langdon. She and her 
family have moved south. Not only was Becki a playing member of BPLGA 
but she was an on-course beverage server, bringing refreshments to all the 
golfers. We will certainly miss her. 

Following are this past month’s winners:

    3/25 Points 1st Place - Gwen Hedrick
                          2nd Place - Brenda Hatfield 

    4/1 Points 1st Place - Gwen Hedrick 
                        2nd Place tie - Brenda Hatfield,  Sherry Summers, and  
                                      Kathy  Arent

    4/8 Points 1st Place - Becki Langdon 
                         2nd Place - Lois Hansen

    4/15 - Rainout 

    4/22 - Lowest putts 1st - Gwen Hedrick
                                        2nd - Brenda Hatfield & Terry Marti 

LADIES GOLF . .  .  by KATHY ARENT
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Conservation Park
If it hadn’t been for sequestering for the virus, I 
may not have re-discovered Panama City Beach’s 
beautiful Conservation Park. It’s one of the only 
open public recreational areas in Bay County at this 
time, when one can’t even walk on the beach or go 
into St. Andrews State Park.

Encompassing over 2900 acres of beautiful forests, 
and free to the public, it’s located about a mile west 
of the juncture of Highway 98 and Highway 79. 
Simply head west on 98 from that juncture and 
turn right onto Griffin Boulevard, which is just past 
La Quinta. Then drive about a mile to get into the 
park, passing many industrial businesses along the 
way.

The city of Panama City Beach was very wise to 
secure this large tract of nature for the public 
when they did--considering the incredible recent 
growth of housing and businesses in our area. It 
has 24 miles of trails and over a mile of boardwalks 
that lead through Cypress domes. The trails 
range anywhere from .6 miles to 11 miles, with 12 
different trails to choose from. There are public 
restrooms, picnic tables and a covered pavilion 
available for rent. Dogs are permitted but must be 
kept on leashes; no more than two dogs per person. 
Guided Audubon bird walks and recreational 
programs for park guests are offered seasonally.

I say I re-discovered it because I had only been 
there a couple of times before, and the last time was 
at least four years ago when the Audubon Society 
led a birdwatching tour.

Whether you want to walk, bike, have a picnic, or 
watch birds, you will find a visit to Conservation 
Park absolutely delightful and beautiful. I was there 
last month, in early April, when it was 85° in the 
sun--but when we got on the trails with all those 
trees, the temperature dropped about 10 degrees.

There’s nothing else like it in our area. It’s too bad 
that more people don’t know about it. It’s only 
about a half-hour drive from Bay Point! 
                             
       --Dee Pasquale
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Looking for a Dog Walker or House Sitter?
 Call Susan at 850-596-1228  ●  References Available 

President’s Quips
The Golf Courses, the Post Office, and Much More . . .

The BPCA board appreciates the patience demonstrated by all residents and
owners as we address the complex challenges faced by the community. We 
appreciate the encouragement, good wishes, and occasional criticism as 
we pursue solutions to what a few months ago appeared to be intractable 
problems.

Initially, the challenge to the board was to prevent the approval of extensive
re-development of the Meadows golf course land. That seems so very long 
ago. We recognized that the proposal could negatively impact residential 
property values and deny the residents access to the benefits of an amenity 
that adds true value to our investments. We reached out to the golf course 
owners in an effort to mitigate this impact and better understand their plan. 
Unfortunately, our efforts failed to achieve any agreement or understanding 
of a concerted path forward. We told them very clearly, “Not Interested”. We
realize that the hotel must thrive, that the marina needs to return as the 
diamond of the gulf, that BayTown be redeveloped, and that the golf courses 
be retained as the indispensable thread that binds and beautifies the whole 
of Bay Point. As such, we have reached out to Torchlight, St. Joe, BayTown 
and Royal American in an effort to open communications to ensure a more 
certain and planned future for our community. Some success has been 
achieved by the effort.

We have retained the services of a respected appraiser to help estimate the
impact on existing property values of any re-development on the golf 
courses.We learned just how large the negative impact could be in the value 
of our investment. We have methodically considered legal and regulatory 
regimes that could, and in many cases do, influence  land use and other 
obligations pertaining to Bay Point in total and the golf courses in particular. 
We have appointed a select team to engage Torchlight, aimed at reaching a 
permanent solution to ensure that in the future, the owner of the golf courses 
and the Bay Point community will never again be in conflict, or may be the 
same. No more surprises. We have begun working with land use experts 
to identify ways in which the BPCA, on behalf of the community and with 
community input, can determine a more enduring future for Bay Point as the 
premier place to live now, and for the future.

We are all hands on deck, but we are not a crew running from bow to stern.
We are working as a team, soliciting professional advice as needed, 
involving those with relevant experience and listening to the heartbeat of 
the community. We fully understand our obligations to the community. We 
understand that we must perform for today while fully engaged in the future.
We have taken a host of actions to manage our resources, maintain our 
common properties, enforce covenants and restrictions, and ensure security.
We will not let what we want for the future to allow us to take our eyes off of 
the work required of today. It’s a great balancing effort that consumes our 
time, for which we are up to the task.

We will make no decision in opposition to the better judgment of the 
community. We will continue to communicate. We will go down no 
path without a map. We will pursue only the dreams of 1500 Bay Point 
community owners.

As a part of the evolution, we have decided to transition the postal opera-
tions to be a part of the BPCA management. We will retain the current 
post office, but under new management. Ron Smithson has done an 
exemplary job in his many years of managing the post office, and for that 
the community is forever grateful. You will see a new look in our postal 
operations, but with most of the same dedicated crew. We will install the 
technology required by the postal system, and still provide the service with a 
smile, that has been exemplified by all of our postal helpers.

With respect to the virus, I can tell you that personally I’m over it. I am tired 
of watching last year’s final round of the Masters tournament (Tiger still 
wins), the 2001 world series or the 2015 Stanley Cup playoffs. I think we are

all tired of binge-watching old movies, documentaries, and older tv shows. 
Most of my family still talks to each other. Sitting in a restaurant, going to a
movie, the beach, retail stores or anything social seems like a long time ago. 
Zoom, Skype, Hangouts, and House Party have become common social 
media in my house. How do you like streamed church services? I have 
become hooked on the daily White House virus news conference. I don’t 
particularly like scarves, and I dislike some of the statistical models even 
more. My garage is now clean and I did it without a N95 mask, touching my
face or family social distancing. Gas is cheap! But I don’t need any! Keeping
social distance has now become “normal”. Will we ever get close enough to a
sporting event to yell at the referees again? I hope that vaccine arrives soon!

There is plenty of yard work being done in our community, and more to do.
Don’t let remaining blue tarps, unkempt golf courses, or seedy lawns keep
you from your higher standard of lawn maintenance and appearance. 
You take care of your responsibility and let those responsible manage 
the exceptions. We cannot, and in most cases we do not say, “I don’t care 
becaause they don’t care.” Everyone must care and we will get every house to 
a higher Bay Point sstandard. We are working on it every day.

In the meantime, enjoy the summer, each other, your freedom and our 
community life.
        --Bill Wanner
           BPCA Board President

Bill Spann was a major contributor to this article, and his leadership, 
extensive experience within the community and guidance in our efforts is
invaluable.
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Create a Backyard Wildlife Habitat
by TRACY RUDHALL

Butterflies, birds and bees are among the population of pollinators facing 
alarming declines worldwide. The species responsible for pollinating one 
third of the plants that  humans and animals eat are dwindling at a rapid 
pace due to shrinking and polluted habitats; it is a threat of global scale.The 
good news is that we can help. Increasing the number of pollinator-friendly 
gardens and landscapes will help revive the health of bees, butterflies, birds, 
bats and other pollinators across the country and around the world.

We are identifying areas in Bay Point where we can make improvements to 
our common areas by adding native plant gardens that will provide habitats 
for pollinators; homeowners can also make the commitment to provide a 
wildlife habitat in their own yard (or patio container or flower box). Certify 
your garden with the National Wildlife Foundation to be included in their 
pollinator program; program details and a certification worksheet can be 
found at https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-Wildlife.
 .  
Key components to creating a sustainable garden that helps wildlife include:  

FOOD: Your habitat needs three types of plants or supplemental feeders 
such as seeds, berries, pollen, bird and hummingbird feeders.
  
WATER: Your habitat needs a clean water source for wildlife to drink and 
bathe in – birdbath, water garden, butterfly puddling area, etc.

COVER: Wildlife needs at least two places to find shelter from the weather 
and predators. Dense shrubs, ground cover and rock beds all provide good 
cover.

PLACES TO RAISE YOUNG: You need at least two places for wildlife 
to engage in courtship behavior, mate and then bear and raise their young.  
Mature trees, host plants for caterpillars and thickets are among the many 
yard features that qualify.

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES: You need to employ sustainable practices to 
help manage your habitat.
    -  Soil and water conservation –limit water use, use mulch, limit erosion
   -   Controlling exotic species –plant native species, integrated pest                  
       management
   -  Organic practices – Eliminate chemical pesticides and fertilizers in       
       habitat.

The local chapters of the Florida Wildflower Foundation 
(www. flawildflowers.org) and Florida Native Plant Society 
(www.fnps.com) offer great planting tips and plant lists for various soil 
and sun/shade conditions, and the UF/IFAS Extension Bay County office 
provides information and diagnostic services to assist in landscaping and 
gardening practices.   ■
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Bay Point Women’s Club’s Virtual 
Easter Egg Hunt

It was so exciting to see so many kids out and about 
in the neighborhood participating in our Virtual 
Easter Egg Hunt. They all looked like they were 
having fun walking, riding their bikes, or traveling 
with their parents on golf carts and occasionally 
in their cars searching for the 60+ Easter cut-outs 
placed at homes throughout Bay Point.

Thank you to each of the volunteers who were 
so eager to help with this event by placing a 
numbered cut-out either in their window or front 
yard. We could not have done it without you. A 
huge shout-out to Amanda Foote (our Treasurer 
and Easter Egg Chairperson) for doing such a great 
job coordinating this activity.

The winners for this year’s event are:
                                    1st  Place:  Charlotte Dopowski

                           2nd  Place:  Brody Jackson
                                  3rd  Place:  The Stokes Family
                                  Runner Ups: Taylor Jackson & 
                                                    Benjamin Dopowski

    
    

    Laura Webber  
                BPWC President

"He had delusions of adequacy."        -Walter Kerr
 
"He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the 
vices I admire."                           -Winston Churchill 

"I have never killed a man, but I have read many 
many obituaries with great pleasure.”
              -Clarence Darrow

"He has never been known to use a word that 
might send a reader to the dictionary." 
    -William Faulkner (about Ernest Hemingway) 

"Thank you for sending me a copy of your book; 
I'll waste no time reading it."           -Moses Hadas 

"I didn't attend the funeral, but I sent a nice letter 
saying I approved of it."                      -Mark Twain 

"He has no enemies, but is intensely disliked by 
his friends."          -Oscar Wilde 

"I am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my 
new play; bring a friend, if you have one."            
          George Bernard Shaw to Winston Churchill

 "Cannot possibly attend first night, will attend 
second... if there is one."       -Winston Churchill, 
       

"I feel so miserable without you; it's almost like 
having you here."  -Stephen Bishop 

"He is a self-made man and worships his creator.   
   -         - John Bright 

"I've just learned about his illness. Let's hope it's 
nothing trivial."      -Irvin S. Cobb 

"He is simply a shiver looking for a spine to run 
up."     - Paul Keeting 

"Why do you sit there looking like an envelope 
without any address on it?"             -Mark Twain 

"His mother should have thrown him away and 
kept the stork."           -Mae West 

"Some cause happiness wherever they go; others, 
whenever they go."       -Oscar Wilde
 
"He uses statistics as a drunken man uses lamp-
posts . . . for support rather than illumination."   
            -Andrew Lang (1844-1912) 

"He has Van Gogh's ear for music."  -Billy Wilder 

"I've had a perfectly wonderful evening. But I'm 
afraid this wasn't it."                       -Groucho Marx

       HUMOR
These glorious insults are from an era before 

the English language got boiled down to 4-letter words.
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Summer is upon us, which means one very 
important thing . . . time for Concerts in the Park!

We will have live music under the stars starting 
Friday, June 12th, and continuing every other 
Friday through the end of August (6/12,6/26,7/10, 
7/24, 8/7, 8/21). The line-up will be announced 
mid-May; all concerts will start at sunset.

Social distancing is likely to be a part of our lives 
this summer, which makes our ability to enjoy 
an evening out without leaving the neighborhood 
even more special. Spread out your blankets and 
beach chairs or enjoy the music from the comfort 
of your golf cart. However you roll, it’s a great way 
to spend a summer night in our own beautiful 
community.
 
Concerts in the Park is presented by the Bay Point 
Community Association; there is no charge for 
attendance.   
                                --Tracy Rudhall 

SUMMER CONCERTS IN THE PARK
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What can you do with your time these days?

JoJo Rabbit - A strange and entertaining spoof about JoJo, a 10-year-old 
boy in the Hitler youth who just couldn’t “get with the program”.  When he 
wouldn’t kill a rabbit during his training to be a Nazi soldier, the other kids 
began teasing and calling him JoJo rabbit. He tries but fails to be a good 
little Nazi and even has Hitler as his imaginary friend--but his mother is in 
the Resistance and is hiding a Jewish girl in their attic! What interesting 
conversations there are between the girl and JoJo! This movie is not as dumb 
or silly as it might sound; you’ll laugh many times throughout, but you’ll also 
cry at the end. 

Harriet - This true story of Harriet Tubman, of Underground Railroad fame, 
is very well done and has several exciting scenes of Harriet barely escaping 
her slavemasters. Besides showing the horrors of slavery, it’s a heartening 
portrayal of the abolitionists who risked their own safety to help slaves seek 
freedom in the north. I learned a lot I didn’t know and I recommend that all 
older school children watch this movie.

Richard Jewell - Directed by Clint Eastwood, it’s the true story of the 
security guard falsely accused of the Atlanta bombing in 1996. The acting was 
superb by Paul Hauser playing Jewell and by Kathy Bates playing his mother. 
It portrays a media so anxious to have a sensational story, that they rushed to 
a conclusion of guilt because Jewell seemed to fit a profile of a likely bomber. 
A sympathetic lawyer helped clear Jewell’s name, but it took quite a while. 

1917 - I normally cannot handle watching war movies, but this one is so 
excellent it gets highest marks for the cinematography alone, winning an 
Oscar for that. Also there is a captivating human story as it follows one 
World War I soldier’s journey behind enemy lines. The viewer feels like he is 
right beside a courageous British soldier throughout the film as he navigates 
the awful trench warfare. He must get a message, learned through British 
intelligence, to another British regimen: Halt the planned attack because 
Germans set up a trap! 

Knives Out - A fun murder mystery reminiscent of “Clue” and Agatha 
Christie mysteries, but much better. Combining black humor with social 
commentary, it’s smart, witty and stylish--and most of all, lots of fun to 
watch. I’d watch it again.

 A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood - About the late Mr. Fred Rogers 
of the PBS children’s program. Tom Hanks’ brilliant portrayal of Mr. Rogers 
makes the picture work. It is the true story of a cynical reporter assigned to 
do a personality profile on Mr. Rogers for a magazine in the 1990s. He had 
a terribly bitter attitude toward life because as a child, his father abandoned 
him and his mother, who was dying of cancer. His relationship with Mr. 
Rogers turned his life around as he learned the importance of forgiveness 
and confronting hurt feelings. Mr. Rogers’ wise philosophy is not only for the 
children he taught and entertained.

Rocket Man - A very entertaining biopic of Elton John. You will of course 
enjoy his fantastic music throughout as you learn how difficult his childhood 
and parts of his adult life were. He was not an “instant success“!

Just Mercy - True story of a young black lawyer and his history-making 
battle for justice. After graduating from Harvard, he went to Alabama to 
defend the wrongly condemned who did not have proper representation--
predominately poor blacks. This movie highlights one famous 1986 case in 
which the defense attorney took on the corrupt legal system and won. The 
story of this case appeared on 60 minutes.

Parasite - Won an Oscar for best picture. It was made by a Korean film-
maker about society in South Korea, so the subtitles are distracting. The 
differences between the lower classes and the upper classes are at the core 
of the story, but it goes in many unexpected, shocking directions. It is too 
difficult to describe how and why this movie is so good, so just take my word 
for it--it IS good!

Crazy Rich Asians - 2018. Eye and brain candy! The unique setting in 
Hong Kong and Shanghai is an eye-opener for American viewers who don’t 
realize the unbelievable level of wealth there. The plot is simple: a young 
man brings his Chinese-American fiancée to meet his very traditional 
mother in China. She does not approve of her son and his fiancée being so 
Americanized. 

Downton Abbey - Because I loved the series that ran on PBS for several 
years, I probably enjoyed the movie more than those who had not followed 
the series. Set in Great Britain from 1912 through the 1920s, it’s a classy 
character study of the waning aristocracy. Some characters were lovely, some 
were sad, and some were evil! I look forward to the sequel. 

Green Book – Inspired by a true story, it won Best Picture in 2018. Tony, a 
crude, uneducated white guy, working as a bouncer in a Bronx bar, is hired 
to drive Don Shirley, a highly educated world-class black pianist, on a long 
concert tour in the Deep South. The duo confronts tremendous racism in 
1962, and encounters all sorts of interesting, even dangerous, situations. A 
beautiful bond of respect slowly grows between them. Though there are lots 
of humorous incidents, overall it shows a sickening part of America’s history. 

Ford vs. Ferrari - Based on a true story, with lots of liberties taken, it’s 
about the the two car companies vying to win the famous 24 hours of Le 
Mans in 1966. There are more layers, personality conflicts, and subplots than 
you would expect, so even non-car guys will probably enjoy it. In my opinion 
though, it should have been trimmed down to two hours from two and a 
half. Watching the many race scenes was exhausting! But Matt Damon and 
Christian Bale were excellent in their roles. 

Judy - This was the only movie I saw in the last year that I did NOT like. 
It’s about Judy Garland and her death at age 47 due to her downward spiral 
from alcohol and drug abuse. Although well-made and well-acted by Renée 
Zellweger, it was just too sad and depressing for me, but many others liked 
the movie despite the sadness.  ■

You could catch up on some good movies that you may have missed during 
the last year or two. Following are movies that I have enjoyed and would 
recommend. I have watched them all on the big screen at “old-fashioned 
theaters.” But it seems that  the future of movies, even without a pandemic, 
will be streaming to your TV--using Netflix, Amazon Prime, etc. Eventually,
maybe even renting DVDs from Redbox will become obsolete!
                             --Dee Pasquale

Little Women - The classic book by Louisa May Alcott, written in 1868, has 
been made into movies and TV specials many times, but it’s hard to imagine 
one better than the beautifully-done latest version. It’s amazing that so very 
long ago, Alcott wrote a story that still speaks to hopes, dreams, love and 
struggles in modern times.
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MORE MOWING TIPS AND RELAXING OUTDOOR RETREATS

Good Mowing Practices
Last month we ran an interview with a local lawn care expert, Chad Six 
of Chad’s Cut & Trim, Inc. To follow up, your R&G Committee adds a few 
excerpts from the “Florida Lawn Handbook,” published by the IFAS at the 
University of Florida.

1.  Pick up all stones and other debris before mowing to avoid damaging the 
mower or injuring someone with flying debris.

2.  Never mow wet turf with a rotary mower because clippings can clog the 
machine. Mow your lawn only when dry.

3.  Sharpen the mower blade frequently enough to prevent a ragged 
appearance to the grass.

4.  Mow in a different direction every time the lawn is cut to prevent wear 
patterns, reduce the possibility of “scalping,” and prevent producing a grain 
(grass laying over in the same direction), unless your back yard is a putting 
green.

5.  Clippings need not be removed. If clumping occurs, distribute these by 
lightly raking. Returning clippings to the lawn (minus clumps) helps recycle 
nutrients into our sandy soil.

6.  Mowing turf too short probably ruins more lawns than any other turf 
management practice. Cutting grass at the high end of the recommended 
range results in less management required as well as less water and fertilizer 
needed. By reducing the amount of water needed, plants will develop more 
extensive root systems and thatch accumulation will be reduced. It will also 
tolerate pests better and will encourage survival of environmental stresses 
like droughts. “Scalping” your lawn also encourages weed growth. And you 
know you are watering too much when you start growing toadstools in your 
yard.

Create Your Own Outdoor Retreat
Since we all probably have more outdoor space in our yards than we did 
before Hurricane Michael, and since we are forced to be at home more these 
days, why not take advantage of the time and the space to create a backyard 
retreat?  

It might also provide a good outlet for some of our pent-up frustrations!  
Consider draping strings of outdoor lights across and through shrubs, or 
hang them from a wall, fence or railing.  Many small lights in a bed of ivy 
will make the space glow. Or make a sort of “awning” over a seating area 
by running string lights back and forth  from existing or freestanding poles 
or from the corners of a pergola. Then bring out the wine and cheese and 
pretend you are in a Paris café!  

Wrap lights around trees or “uplight” them for a little drama. Secure rope 
lights along a garden border for a soft glow. Consider individual strings of 
solar-powered lights to avoid unsightly cords that need to be plugged in.  
They are available in many styles and even colors, and the “power” is free.

Smells are important in your backyard retreat. Plant herbs such as lavender, 
mint, lemon verbena and thyme in pots or in a garden close to the outdoor 
living space. If you plant mint, remember it has a tendency to grow very 
quickly, so allow enough space.

For outdoor seating, consider replacing the cushions for a fresh look. Be 
sure to choose fabrics suitable for outdoor use; two popular sources are 
Sunbrella and Perennial. Soft, subtle colors tend to elicit a restful response. 
Keep accessories to a minimum; go for a vase or two of fresh flowers or soft, 
squishy pillows. And, of course, there’s always the ever-popular hammock to 
beckon you on a lazy summer day. Don’t forget the lemonade!

May 18th is Armed Forces Day, and we will celebrate Memorial Day on 
May 25th this year. If you encounter a Veteran or are privileged enough to 
have one in your family, be sure to thank him or her for keeping us free.  ■

--- Your Bay Point West Roads and Grounds Committee   

12
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LETTERS/EMAILS/OPINIONS

Since Hurricane Michael barreled through Bay Point our community has 
worked to repair, revitalize and restore Bay Point West. The current BPW 
leadership team looking for reelection has been absent, uncooperative and 
lacking as we have endeavored together to move forward.

New leadership for Bay Point West (BPW) is needed. In the list of 
candidates for BPW Board of Trustees is a collection of tried and proven 
community leaders. These individuals have great experience in leading 
and working for and within homeowner associations. They have endured 
the pains of Hurricane Michael and each continues to work to revitalize 
our community in an even-handed and transparent manner. Each of these 
leaders seeks to hold regularly scheduled Board meetings (not the current 
practice), work in unison with BPCA (not the current practice), restore 
integrity to the BPW governance process (not the current practice) and 
pursue the reclamation of the Meadows as a manicured, playable golf 
course. The slate of highly qualified BPW Board of Trustee candidates 
ready to serve includes: Denise Hindes, Tim Couty, Jim Doescher, and 
Steve Hord.

With this new leadership team, Bay Point West will once again return to 
the prestigious community it was designed to be. Please join in supporting 
and voting for our neighbors and their unwavering commitment to our 
community.
  
With your support, we can be confident that BPW will once again impress, 
entice and prosper.
                   Respectfully,
                   Dan Matthews

New Leadership for Bay Point West
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:

Dear Editor,
           

April 27, 2020

I appreciate this opportunity to set the record straight and answer the letter 
by Dan Matthews.

Here is what’s happening from my perspective. 

     ● Some on the BPCA board want to make Bay Point West subservient to 
BPCA. In addition, they want to use the Bay Point West treasury to help fund 
BPCA obligations. This is what they call “cooperation”. 

     ● In fact BPW is a stand-alone Florida not for profit corporation created 
by the BPCA board many years ago to allow BPW to govern ourselves just 
like each of the other Bay Point communities, such as Lagoon Towers. We 
have our own by-laws and our own rules.
 
     ● We strictly follow Florida law, our by-laws, and our rules. This 
independence is what Dan and some others don’t respect or honor.

     ● BPW is faithfully serving the BPW property owners in accordance with 
the rules and responsibilities dictated by our governing documents.

A few months ago, BPCA presented BPW with a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) that they wanted us to sign, which essentially made us 
subservient to them. The BPW board considered the MOU at an open 
meeting and I asked a simple question. “How does signing this MOU help 
BPW?” No one had an answer . . . because there was nothing in it that would 
help BPW . . . it was all about putting BPCA in control of BPW. If BPCA is in 
control, what is the point of having a BPW home owners association?

The BPCA office staff and all BPW property owners, including the members 
of the BPCA board who live in BPW, are invited to attend each and every 
BPW meeting, including committee meetings. BPCA knows exactly what we 
are doing, so there is no lack of cooperation or transparency.
  
The primary BPW functions are executed by the Architectural Review 
Committee (ARC) and the Roads and Grounds Committee. The Roads and 
Grounds Committee has sent out hundreds of letters urging property owners 
to repair their lawns. Look around, the lawns are indeed looking much 
better. There is still work to be done but we are recovering. In addition, The 
ARC is very responsive and gets owners’ projects approved expeditiously. 

BPW certainly wants the Meadows restored to a golf course. BPCA has the 
lead on this and is trying to work with the golf course owners and we are 
completely supportive. When our advice or assistance is needed, we will 
gladly help.

I’m glad we are starting to see more people willing to step up by running for 
office. These are fine people who would no doubt do a good job of executing 
their agenda. The question to be answered is: what is their agenda?
 
The current BPW Board members, if reelected, will continue to support BPW 
as an independent HOA working for the good of BPW property owners and 
residents. The bottom line:  The BPW homeowners association belongs to 
YOU . . . you get to decide.
 
All Bay Point West property owners will receive a proxy and ballot in the mail 
in May. Please fill them out and return them prior to 20 June. Thanks!

      Best regards to all,              
      Walt Rankin 
      President, Bay Point West
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Bay Point’s Landscape Future Is Looking Bright

BrightView is the nation’s leading commercial landscape company; they specialize in resort 
communities and are committed to the core principles of ESG – Environmental Sustainability, 
Social Responsibility and Corporate Governance. They are locally run and well versed in NW 
Florida native plants. Why does this matter?  Because BrightView is also Bay Point’s new landscape 
company.
 
Craig Huston, BrightView’s Business Developer, explains the BrightView difference. “We strive 
to be the most professional company in the market.  Uniforms, safety training and deep product 
knowledge are standard for all members of our team.” His own role is self-described as being in 
charge of aggressively growing their landscape maintenance business, developing value-based 
solutions for customers, working with prospective customers to discover their "points of pain" and 
develop solutions, and building and maintaining trust-based professional relationships along the 
Florida panhandle.
  
Craig has a degree in Horticulture with an emphasis in Landscape Design from Purdue University, 
and is currently an instructor at University of Florida, teaching best practices for commercial and 
residential landscaping.  Craig believes that beautiful landscapes inspire conversations and provide 
a welcoming component to communities, and is looking forward to working with Bay Point and 
helping us achieve our goal of developing and maintaining a beautiful, multi-canopied, native-
minded landscape that is environmentally sustainable and provides a habitat for our local wildlife 
and pollinators.  

He will assist our new Landscape Committee in creating a long term plan for Bay Point that 
attends to our immediate needs, with a long range strategy to reduce our dependence on water, 
pesticides and fertilizers by 60% over the next 10 years. If you are interested in participating on this 
committee, please contact Tracy Rudhall at tracy@tracyrudhall.com.
 
BrightView will be donating some native trees that will be installed in Bay Point’s common areas; 
stay tuned to BPCA’s website for details. Additionally, they are working on sourcing large native 
trees that residents can purchase – cost will include tree and installation. 

If you would like more information about tree installation or any residential landscape needs, 
contact Craig Huston at (850) 273-3725 or craig.huston@brightview.com.
                       --Tracy Rudhall 

*   *   *   *   *

  - Do twins ever realize that one of them is unplanned?
 
- What if my dog only brings back my ball because he thinks I like throwing it?
 
- If poison expires, is it more poisonous or is it no longer poisonous?
 
- Which letter is silent in the word "Scent," the S or the C?- Why is the letter W,    
    in English, called double U? Shouldn't it be called double V?
 
- Maybe oxygen is slowly killing you and it just takes 75-100 years to fully work.
 
- The word "swims" upside-down is still "swims.”
 
- Intentionally losing a game of rock, paper, scissors is just as hard as trying to    
  win.
 
- 100 years ago everyone owned a horse and only the rich had cars. Today   
  everyone has cars and only the rich own horses.
 
- Your future self is watching you right now through memories.
 
- The doctors who told Stephen Hawking he had two years to live in 1953 are    
   probably dead.
 
- If you replace "W" with "T" in "What, Where and When",  you get the answer to  
  each of them.
 
- Many animals probably need glasses, but nobody knows it.
 
- If you rip a hole in a net, there are actually fewer holes in it than there were   
  before.    

FOR WORD NERDS . . . . . 
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Bay Point Community Association, Inc., Board

  In an Emergency, call 911 first, then Bay Point Security at 234-0124 

 IMPORTANT  TELEPHONE  NUMBERS
  BPCA OFFICE .................  234-2727

  BAY POINT MARINA ....  235-6911

  BAY POINT NEWS .........  235-3579

  BAY POINT POST OFFICE. 233-1058

  BAY POINT SECURITY .. 234-0124

BAR 72 ..................................    230-8860

TENNIS PRO SHOP.................  588-8202

CLUB MEADOWS PRO SHOP  235-6950
       
GOLF RESERVATIONS ..........  235-6909

SHERATON HOTEL ................. 236-6000

If  you would like to advertise
in this paper,  please call  235-3579

or email baypointnews@comcast .net
for rates and information.

Kathy Arent
Phi Doane
Sherrie Lee 
Jeff Marti
Dan Matthews
Jim Moore

Dee Pasquale
Walter Rankin
Roads & Grounds
Tracy Rudhall
Gregory Taylor
Bill Wanner
Laura Webber

Subscriptions to this Bay Point 
paper are available to non-residents 
for $10 a year. Please send address 
changes to Box 27578, Bay Point, FL 
32411. 

Emails/Letters to the Editor Policy 
Content must pertain specifically to the 
Bay Point community, address issues not 
individuals, and tone must be civil. Emails 
and letters may be edited for space and 
clarity, and editor reserves the right to select 
for publication a representative letter from 
several submitted on the same subject and to 
solicit letters to balance opinion. Editorial - Leave photos, articles, 

letters to the editor, news or calendar 
events on the doorstep of 397 Wahoo 
Road, or email baypointnews@
comcast.net or call 235-3579. Please 
be sure to include your name and 
phone number.

BAY POINT NEWS
P.O. Box 27578, Panama City, FL 32411-7578 

  Bay Point News is published once a month by Bay Point News LLC  for all 
Bay Point homeowners and visitors to Bay Point and the Sheraton Bay Point Resort.

Editor 
  Jane Moore
Copy Editor
Diane Rogers

 Production
  Jim Moore

Advertisers 
For rates & information, email 

baypointnews@comcast.net 
or call 850 235-3579

Contributing Writers

Walt Rankin
588-2652

waltrankin@ . . .

Keith Connor
513-919-8167

kdconnor@baypointflorida.org

William Wanner, Pres.
708-1769, 890-2879

williamcwanner@ . . . . .

Don Connor, 1st V.P. 
867-6317

donconnor@ . . .

Jo Ann Day, Secretary
850-236-9728

joannday@baypointflorida.org

Linda Corcoran, 2nd VP
251-554-7617

lindacorcoran@ . . .

Carl Selph, 1st VP
238-2108

cselph@baypointflorida.org.

BPCA General Manager- Alan Dubroff,cam - alandubroff@baypointflorida.org 
     BPCA Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 234-2727.(After hours: 234-0124)
BPCA Office Staff:
          David  Renneker, Comptroller - accounting@baypointflorida.org
          Debra Haydn,cam - Assistant General Manager - dhaydn@baypointflorida.org
          Wenda Higham, Admin. - admin@baypointflorida.org

Director of Security: Jim Moore - 527-7090

Jose Velez,
25-1117

  josevelez@baypointflorida.org

MARTHA GLOVER LANIER STECKMESSER died peacefully at home 
on April 11, 2020, with her loving husband, Roy, and her dedicated caregivers 
by her side.

Martha was born in 1920 in Birmingham, Alabama, She was Belle and 
Allen Glover’s first daughter. She grew up in Birmingham and met her first 
husband, Bill Lanier. They were married in the chapel at the Naval Academy 
in April, 1942. After the war, Bill took a job with McGraw Hill Publishing 
Company, and they lived in Texas, California, Georgia, Connecticut, Illinois 
and New York.

In 1981 they retired to Bay Point to actively pursue their great love of 
golf. Boasting a 6 handicap and four hole-in-ones, Martha was the Club 
Championship at every club they belonged to and played until she suffered 
a stroke in 2012. Martha was also a dedicated pianist, and her treasured 
Steinway piano followed her on every move. Bill died in 1992.

Martha met Roy Steckmesser on the golf course in 1996. They were married 
in 1997 and spent many happy years travelling and playing golf.

Preceding Martha in death were her first husband, William Dickson Lanier 
and her son, Allen Glover Lanier.

Surviving Martha are her husband, Roy Steckmesser; her daughter, Mary 
Anne Hooker of Boca Grande, FL; her younger sister, Anne Glover Woods, of 
Houston, TX; two grandchildren and six great grandchildren.  ■

Sadly Missed

   Denise Hindes, Treas.
 234-2727
  dhindes@baypointflorida.org.

Dan Matthews
703-628-6211

danmatthews@ . . . .

BAY POINT WOMEN’S CLUB
Many of you have probably heard the phrase going around Facebook 
recently, “April Distance brings May Existence.”  

It has been a blessing to live in such a lovely neighborhood that takes pride 
in its homes and yards. Being able to get out and walk, run, bicycle, etc. has 
helped with the Stay at Home orders. With the uncertainty surrounding 
COVID-19, and when the Stay at Home orders will be lifted, the May General 
Membership luncheon has been canceled. 
  
Many of the agenda items for the May meeting have been delayed, but here 
are some of the updates:

The Scholarship Committee is currently working on choosing the recipients 
of this year’s Scholarship Awards, and those will be announced in the June 
newspaper. Congratulations to the Class of 2020 high school and college 
seniors!

There are so many local charitable organizations struggling; due to a lack of 
funding and donations, some are having to cut back on services--or even 
temporarily close their doors.  

Our ability to support our community is a key element of our history and 
passion. A list of charities that the club will be supporting with donations 
will be provided in the June newspaper. We were blessed with amazing 
fundraisers this year. Thank you to everyone who made contributions and 
attended the events.

We invite all ladies to join us for the upcoming 2020-2021 membership year.
Membership applications are posted on the Club website, and hardcopies 
are at the Bay Point Post Office. It is going to be another exciting, memorable 
year. Please be a part of it!
       Laura Webber 
       BPWC President

*   *   *   *   *
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DOCK TALK     

 I hope this finds everyone healthy and happy. With the Coronavirus      
 threat all around since last month, there have been no Yacht Club        
 activities going on. 

 I reached out to our members and asked them to share photos of   
 things that they have been occupying themselves with while they 
 self-quarantine. Here are some I received.

 Hopefully this plague on our world will pass soon and everyone can    
 start getting back to leading normal lives again. Until then . . .

   Smooth Seas and Fair Skies . . .

                              Greg Taylor, Past Commodore
           Bay Point Yacht Club

Tim Couty & Amy Cline enjoying some boat time.
Fleet Captain Jim Cornelius fishing for 
dinner for himself and his wife, Sandy. 

Commodore Bob Ginn practicing his 
water hazard shots.

Past Commodore Greg Taylor with a fine 
gobbler at the Management area check station.

“Foxy Lady” and “Carolina Girl” practicing yacht 
distancing at Crooked Island.

Past Commodore Jim & Linda Roberson
watching the sunset.

Past Commodore Michael and Georganne 
Williams showing off their new masks 

made for them by Tampa Brooks.


